City of Portage

Tourism Promotion Committee Meeting

5:30 pm on Thursday, March 10, 2011 

City Municipal Building, 115 West Pleasant Street

Conference Room One

Minutes
Members Present:  Marty Havlovic, Kevin Kasten, Rick Roesler, Beth Strand, Addie Tamboli

Members Excused: Dan Brunt

Others Present:  Craig Sauer (PDR), Bill Welsh (CATV), Marianne Hanson (PACC), Mary Ann Harding (Surgeons Quarters), Destinee Udelhoven (Ind. Agency House), Doug Steele (Magnum Radio), Doug Klapper

1. Roll call


Meeting was called to order at 5:30pm with the above members present.

2. Approval of minutes from February 10, 2011 meeting

Motion by Tamboli, second by Roesler to approve the minutes of the February 10, 2011 meeting.  Upon call of roll, motion carries 5-0.

3. Discussion and action on claims

Motion by Tamboli, second by Strand to approve Inv#10449 of $7500 to the Portage Chamber of Commerce for the March monthly subsidy of tourism and marketing services; and Inv#1712161 for $500.00 for monthly Explore Portage Online Ad dated 2/27/11.  Upon call of roll, motion carries 5-0.

4.
Public comment and communications


No comments or communications.

5.
Discussion and action on Interstate billboard sign drafts

Marianne presented the committee with the requested mock-ups.  The committee agreed they like the one with the yellow background and would like to see two mock-ups for next meeting. The first with the yellow background and tagline on top.  The second with the yellow background and no tagline.  The favorite tagline was "History, Industry, Opportunity".  Roesler did not feel that it represented tourism enough.  All committee members were encouraged to email Marianne with any potential taglines. No further action was taken.

Doug Klapper asked the committee about contacting the State for authority to get the brown signage on the interstate.  The committee informed Klapper that our destinations do not qualify for brown signs, but do for the blue signage and funds have been designated for them.  Marianne Hanson will provide Klapper with link to the State's website regarding the brown signs.


6.
Discussion and action on radio ads with Magnum Radio for Historic 

           Downtown and Waterfront Tours occurring May-October

Doug Steele suggested the committee utilize the $3000 to marry all media efforts for advertising together to create a common message.  He recommended the following advertising plan:

A 3 station package of WBKY, WDLS, and WNNO to each run 17 to 18, 30 second commercials the Monday or Tuesday before each Saturday waling tour.  The 30 second commercials would run between the hours of 5am to 7pm.  Cost is $3000.

Motion by Tamboli, second by Kasten to approve the marketing plan presented.  The committee further directed Doug Steele to coordinate the script and final product with the Chamber of Commerce.  Marianne will email both Tamboli and Havlovic for final authorization.  All billing should be to the City of Portage Tourism Promotion Committee.  Upon call of roll, motion carries 5-0.  Doug Steele stated that the committee will be billed monthly and a detailed statement of commercial placement will be included with the invoice.

7.
Next meeting date


April 14th at 5:30pm.

8.
Adjournment
Motion by Tamboli, second by Strand to adjourn at 5:57pm.  Upon call of roll, motion carries 5-0.

Respectfully submitted, Addie A Tamboli, Secretary
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