Common Council Proceedings

City of Portage

Regular Meeting

Council Chambers




March 10, 2011
City Municipal Building                                        7:00 p.m. 
1. Call to Order
Council President Dodd called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
2. Roll Call
Present:  Ald. Beebe, Dodd, Ebneter, Garetson, Havlovic, Klapper, Oszman
Excused:  Ald. Brunt, Reckling, Mayor Jahn
Also Present:  Clerk Moe, Attorney Voigt, Administrator Plaster, Library Director Schultz
Media Present: Craig Sauer from Portage Daily Register, Bill Welsh from Cable TV
3. Pledge of Allegiance
The Pledge of Allegiance was said.
4. Approval of the Agenda
Negotiation of a developer agreement for Wildrose Subdivision was deleted.
5. Minutes of Previous Meeting
Motion by Klapper, second by Oszman to approve the minutes of the February 24, 2011 Common Council Meeting.  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll.
6. Consent Agenda
Reports of Sub-Committees, Boards, and Commissions

Airport Commission meeting of February 24, 2011

Community Development Block Grant Committee meeting of February 24,  

   2011
Board of Zoning Appeals meeting of March 1, 2011
License Applications
Operator license application for period ending June 30, 2011 for Diane M. Casey and Deborah M. Knoph.
Motion by Oszman, second by Klapper to approve the consent agenda. Motion carried unanimously on call of roll.
7. Department Report – Library
Library Director Schultz gave the department report.
8. Committee Reports
Human Resources Committee meeting of February 22, 2011
Human Resources Committee meeting of March 7, 2011
Joint Human Resources Committee and Common Council meeting of February 28, 2011
Joint Common Council and Plan Commission meeting of February 28, 2011
Municipal Services and Utilities Committee meeting of March 3, 2011

Motion by Dodd, second by Oszman to approve the in-kind services as listed in the committee minutes.  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll.
Finance/Administration Committee meeting of February 24, 2011
Finance/Administration Committee meeting of March 10, 2011
Motion by Havlovic, second by Ebneter to authorize the application of the CDBG Planning Grant, in the amount of $25,000.00.  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll.
Motion by Havlovic, second by Beebe to approve claims in the amount of $3,250,953.00.  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll.
9. Old Business
None.
10. New Business
Resolutions
Resolution No. 11-005 relative to Amending Fee Schedule for Sewer and Water Rates was read and adopted 6 to 1 on motion by Klapper, second by Ebneter and call of roll with Gareston voting no.
Resolution No. 11-006 relative to Community Development Block Grant Housing Rehabilitation Program was read and adopted unanimously on motion by Klapper, second by Garetson and call of roll.
Resolution No. 11-007 relative to Establishing Parade Routes was read and adopted unanimously on motion by Oszman, second by Beebe and call of roll.

Resolution No. 11-008 relative to Labor Contract with Dispatch was read and adopted unanimously on motion by Klapper, second by Oszman and call of roll.
Secondhand Article Dealer License
Motion by Klapper, second by Oszman to approve a secondhand article dealer license for Patrick A. Kraemer at 101 West Cook Street for the business Corner Consignments.  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll.

11. Reconsideration of an Operator License for Joseph J. Johnson
Joseph Johnson appeared before the council and submitted minutes from other municipalities approving an operator license, where the applicant had a felony conviction.  It was Mr. Johnson’s opinion that there is discretion when considering an application.  Mr. Johnson went on to explain that, in his opinion, since he took over the management role at the bar in mid-November, he has cleaned up the facility, implemented new procedures, and corrected things being done improperly.
Council reviewed the Police Chief’s comments in denying the license.  Mr. Johnson stated that he was unaware of outstanding fines, thought the fines were paid, but is checking into the issue.
Motion by Oszman, second by Klapper to uphold the denial of the operator license application of Joseph J. Johnson.  Motion did not carry on call of roll, as Dodd, Ebneter and Klapper voted no; and Havlovic abstained.
Motion by Havlovic, second by Klapper to grant an Operator License to Joseph J. Johnson.  Motion carried 5 to 2 on call of roll with Beebe and Oszman voting no.
12. Closed Session
Motion by Garetson, second by Havlovic to go into closed session pursuant to Wisconsin State Statues 19.85(1)(b) for the reconsideration of the Common Council’s denial of the Class B Combination License application of My Buddies Bar Portage, LLC, Jason A. Wells, agent; and pursuant to Wisconsin State Statutes 19.85(g) to confer with legal counsel in regard to a through the fence agreement with Raymond Wiegel.  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll at 8:17 p.m.
Motion by Oszman, second by Klapper to uphold the denial of the Class B Combination License application of My Buddies Bar Portage, LLC, Jason A. Wells, agent.  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll.

13. Adjournment
Motion by Havlovic, second by Oszman to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll at 9:23 p.m.
Marie A. Moe, WCPC, MMC


City Clerk
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