City of Portage

Municipal Services and Utilities Committee Meeting

Thursday, October 7, 2010, 6:30 p.m.

Municipal Building, 115 West Pleasant Street, Conference Room One

Minutes

Members:  Rick Dodd, Chairperson; Richard L. Beebe, Jeff Garetson, Doug Klapper, Michael G. Oszman
Other present: Tim Raimer, Scott Maass, Bob Redelings, George Beasley, William Malas, Jean Kuhn, Marianna Hanson, Jennifer Narel, Kristin Vorpahl, Gary O'Hearn, Craig Sauer, Kirk Konkel
1. Roll Call

2. Approval of meeting minutes from September 2, 2010

Motion by Oszman and seconded by Klapper.   Passed 4-0 on call of roll
3. Discussion and possible action for service organization signage/projects 
O’Hearn, Beasley and Hanson present their request for placing service organization signage at the major entrances to the city.  The general consensus was there is no issue in the concept.  They will be bringing back a concept of the signage, along with the organizations to be placed on the sign.  No formal action taken.
Garetson arrived at 6:37 pm
4. Discussion and possible action on street closure for Winnebago Street October 31, 2010 for block party. 
The group presented their proposal for a block party, with street closure, on October 31 from 11 to 4. After some discussion the ending time was modified to be 7PM to coincide with the end time for trick or treating.  Motion by Oszman to allow closure of the 500 block of Winnebago St. from 11am to 7pm on October 31, 2010, second by Klapper, passed 5-0 on call of roll.
5. Discussion and possible action on street closure for Fire Department open house on October 9, 2010. 
Brief discussion on the request and it is the same as last year.  Motion by Oszman to close W. Pleasant St. from Wisconsin east to the municipal parking lot entrance and to close Clark St. from Pleasant to the alley behind the elks Club, second by Klapper, passed 5-0 on call of roll.
6. Discussion and possible action on consideration for a “quiet zone” at Wauona Trails Manor as it relates to the CP Railroad
Mr. Malas present the complaints from the residents of Wauona Manor that they do not believe that train whistles are not needed at late night and early mornings. Director Redelings has been in contact with CP Railroad and was given a website for applying for a quiet zone.  There are some specific requirements that need to be met and Director Redelings will be investigating if we meet them.  Once this has been determined, it will be brought back for action.
7. Discussion on flooding caused by Wisconsin River and lessons learned. 
Even though waters were high Director Redelings reports that is was 1 foot under the 100 year flood.  Problems with a flapper valve at the Pierce St. river discharge allowed the intersection to flood.  Pumps were employed to alleviate the issue.  Flapper valve will be investigated once the water subsides far enough to inspect it.  The man hole at the sewer plant on south Hwy 51 developed a boil and the root cause will need to be identified.  Other areas, within the city, were also affected and sand bags were delivered to these locations.  One issue was that there was not good dissemination of information to city personnel.  This created confusion and frustration when people were asked questions and could not answer.  The flapper valve and manhole issues will be reported back after the cause is determined.
8. Updates on possible solutions for alley flooding in the 200 and 300 blocks of Howard Street, Brooks Street and Henry Drive 
No report was given for Brooks St. and Henry Dr.  Director Redelings presented a graph showing water level, culvert locations and hard material for the two Mud Lakes. His analysis indicated that dredging these areas could significantly lower the water level and help the flooding in the Howard and Jefferson St area. 
9. Update on lake management plan for Little Mud and Big Mud Lakes 
With the water level study done, Tim Raimer will present to DNR to see what the next step to dredge Mud Lakes and the marsh between Hamilton St. and E. Heartel need to be taken. If the DNR is receptive to this, we will need to develop a plan to get it completed and to then investigate what can be done with Silver Lake.
10. Update on Hwy 33 bridge project and W. Edgewater intersection 
A change of order needs to be done with the DOT and Director Redelings will be in contact with them.  Director Redelings has painted green lines at the intersection to show a safer approach to W. Edgewater.  DOT website shows bid letting November 9 and a completion date of June 17, 2011.  Director Redelings was instructed to contact DOT to see if the change can be made without a change order.
11. Discussion on tree removal and the process to follow for removal 
Tim Raimer, City of Portage Forester, asks anyone in the city limits who wishes to have a tree removed which is located on city property/right-of-way to contact him.  The removal will be prioritized with safety concerns #1 and the Street Department will remove the trees.  Trees are normally scheduled to be removed in the fall before the snow starts to fall.
12. Discussion on establishing truck routes within the city 
The city currently already has an ordinance to mark truck routes with yellow sign posts.  Director Redelings is to check on cost of signage for the trucks routes that have been established and to review the routes to make sure they are what we want and bring back any recommendations.
13. Discussion on establishing ‘snow havens’ for snow emergencies 
After a brief discussion it was determined that there was no easy way to implement ‘snow havens’ so, it was determined to see how this winter season operates under the revised snow ordinance.  If ‘snow havens’ are required, they may have to be on non-city owned property. No further action was taken.
14. Discussion on 2011 capital budget  
Director Redelings presented the 2011 budget and a discussion on many of the projects. The West Cook Street project will need investigation as to when the state will be scheduling this.  We should coordinate with them if at all possible.  He is to resubmit a revised copy. 
15. Updates on traffic signals at New Pinery and Northridge/Eastridge). 
The lights are up and working and the second traffic study is done. There may be some adjustments done to the timing in the future.
16. Streets, Park and Rec., Engineering, and Utilities updates 
Park and Rec. reports that the flea market is doing well, building #6 is near completion. The Little League and The Portage Youth Soccer associations are having fund raisers for info contact Tim Raimer. Lights at Vets field blew a transformer and need to be replaced but still the project is under budget. Columbia County Fair Committee is to do repairs to the fairgrounds this week; it was left in bad shape due to all the rains during the fair.  A temporary Dog park is being used and has gotten great reviews.  Open gym has started at the schools along with volleyball league. Portage pool is still operating with good attendance.
Public Works reports that all streets projects are complete excluding W. Franklin which is finishing curb and gutter and soon will be followed by asphalt.  Business Center should be complete in mid-November; Industrial Park pond liner has been installed.  Director Redelings is currently doing a street inventory with his recommendation on what should be reworked. 
17. Adjournment 

8:45 motion by Oszman second by Beebe passed 5-0 call of roll
Rick Dodd, Chairperson
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