City of Portage

Park and Recreation Board Meeting

Wednesday, November 17, 2010 - 6:00 p.m.

Municipal Building Room #1 

Minutes
Members Present:  
Kirk Konkel, Chairperson; Larry Messer, Dave  Marcouiller, Penny Kiefer, Manager Raimer, Jim Langkamp

Members excused: Russ Shaw

Others Present: Shaun Stout, Jeff Garretson, Rick Dodd

1. Roll Call 

Meeting called to order by chairman Konkel at 6:00 p.m.

2. Approval of minutes of last previous meeting
Motion by Langkamp and seconded by Messer to pass the minutes from last meeting. Motion passed 5 - 0. Motion also made by Kiefer and seconded by Marcouiller to move item 7 up to the first item on the agenda and to move the Managers Report to the end of the agenda. The motion passed 5-0.

3. Discussion and possible action on expanding the soccer facilities at Vet's Field with the Portage Soccer Association and the Portage High School.
Manager Raimer expressed his desire to let the youth football people know there is no intention by the City to force the Youth Football out of the Vet's Field complex. There is plenty of room for all groups to use this area for games and practice. Shaun Stout spoke for the Youth Football Program. He understands what we are looking to do and wanted to offer the help of the Touchdown Club, if we need it.
4. Discussion and possible action on Skateboard Park.
Budgeted item, we want to use part of the Port money to help fund a percentage of this project.
5. Update on the Lake Management of Mud Lake
We will be working with the DNR to see what we need to do to get this started. Both Alderman Dodd and Garretson were there to discuss their concerns with the flooding problem and see where the Park and Recreation Committee was with there work with the DNR.
6. Discussion and possible Action on pool issues. 
The extra work the pool as added to the department, Manager Raimer stated there are a lot of things that he hasn't been able to get completed in the summer and fall. He is hoping to get some additional help in 2011.
7. Discussion and possible action on new property around the Little League complex
The Little League was unable to get the grant they were looking for to build a third field. Manager Raimer stated that he will make sure there is enough room to make sure the program continues to operate correctly.
8. Discussion and possible action on Vet's Field and Fair Association Usage
Manager Raimer talked about some of the problems and concerns that the City had with the fair this year. He had met with the head of the Fair Board and told them that the carnival needs to be moved back in front of the grandstands in 2011.  Also that the City is going to require a cleanup bond from the fair organization starting in 2011.
9. Discussion Budget 2011
Manager Raimer went over the proposed budget numbers and project with the committee. Committee member Langkamp left the meeting to attend another meeting.
10. Discussion and possible action on prioritizing the requested item sent to the community center board.
This was a request by Mayor Jahn to give the Community Center Committee direction from the board. A motion was made by Messer and seconded by Marcouiller to recommend the prioritized list of questions to the Community Center. The motion passed 4-.0

11. Recognition Friends of the Parks.
The committee reviewed a person for getting the recognition award. Alderman Rick Dodd suggested that if this award is done quarterly, that it should be presented by the council at one of their meetings. A motion was made by Marcouiller and seconded by Messer to approve the recommendation of Konkel to have Katherine Dey receive the next Friends of the Parks award. The motion passed 4-0.

12. Discussion on Riverside Park and Visitor Center
The committee reviewed documents from the grant. A motion was made by Marcouiller and seconded by Messer to approve Riverside Park for the placement of these facilities, with the understanding that the City needs to approve additional maintenance money for the department when the project is finished. The motion passed 4-0.
13. Discussion and possible action on Sprinkler Park by City Civic groups
The committee reviewed the letter from the Civic group, to US Bank. The committee is in favor of the sprinkler Park, but wants to have the same questions answered as with the community center. A motion was made by Messer and seconded by Konkel to support the sprinkler park idea as long as the same questions about the community center are answered first. The motion passed 4-0.
14. Discussion and possible action on handicapped fishing pier
The DNR found the old files. We will have to re-apply for this grant when the paper work is received. A motion was made by Marcouiller and seconded by Messer to recommend that the Municipal Services Committee support the grant writing for the fishing pier. The motion passed 4-0.
15. Discussion and possible action on wildlife abatement program for the City.  Bow hunting in the City limits.
The committee discussed this with Alderman Dodd and Alderman Garretson. The committee did not take action with this, but Manager Raimer will look into alternative funding for the sharpshooters program.

16. Managers Report
Manager Raimer updated the committee on all the programs that have started. He will report back to the committee at their next meeting with more updates.
17. Adjournment
Motion was made by Marcouiller and seconded by Messer to adjourn at 8:54 p.m. The motion passed 4-0.

Respectfully submitted

Tim Raimer, Manager
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