City of Portage

Plan Commission Meeting
Monday, August 15, 2011, 6:00 p.m.
City Municipal Building, 115 West Pleasant Street

Conference Room Two
Members present: Mayor Kenneth Jahn, Chairperson; Robert Redelings, City Engineer, Dan Daley, Kirk Konkel, Michael Oszman, and Peter Tofson

Members excused: Addie Tamboli

Also present: Bjorn Kaashagen, Dale Jorgensen, Mike Gress, Bill Welsh and Craig Sauer

1. Roll call
2. Approval of minutes from July 18, 2011 meeting
Motion by Oszman, second by Daley to approve the minutes. Mayor Jahn indicated that the annexation issue would likely be on a future agenda because of the zoning specified in the property’s covenants. Motion carried 6 to 0 on call of the roll.

3. 6:05 p.m.  Public hearing for Asset Consultants LLC at 2601 Portage Road Conditional Use Permit to operate a dealership for sale of vehicles at auction on property in a B-3 Interchange Business District
Redelings read the notice of public hearing. Mayor Jahn indicated the council approved the zoning change at their meeting on Thursday evening.

Mayor Jahn requested for the first time if there was anyone present who wished to speak for or against the Conditional Use Permit.

Mayor Jahn requested for the second time if there was anyone present who wished to speak for or against the Conditional Use Permit.

Mayor Jahn requested for the third and final time if there was anyone present who wished to speak for or against the Conditional Use Permit. Hearing no comments, the Mayor closed the public hearing at 6:08 p.m.

4. Discussion and possible action on request by Asset Consultants LLC at 2601 Portage Road for a conditional use permit to operate a dealership for sale of vehicles at auction on property in a B3 Interchange Business District
Konkel inquired as to whether motor vehicles would only be sold at auction or would this be an actual dealership. Mayor Jahn explained that the outdoor auction of vehicles required a dealership license.

Motion by Redelings, second by Tofson to approve the CUP. Motion passed 6 to 0 on call of the roll.

5. Discussion and possible action on airport hanger construction west of Airport Road for Mike Gress
Mike Gress was present to explain the hanger he proposes to construct. The building will be 60’X60’ and 25’ tall with the gable ends oriented north-south. The hanger will house up to 3 planes and will not have any plumbing or electrical. Mr. Gress also mentioned that the Airport Commission approved of the hanger.
Redelings explained the building setback criteria that are required by the FAA. Tofson inquired about any stormwater requirements and Redelings indicated it would be appropriate for the stormwater fee to be paid.
Motion by Oszman, second by Tofson to approve the hanger construction. Motion carried 6 to 0 on call of the roll.

6. Discussion and possible action on site plan for proposed Pizza Ranch restaurant located at northeast corner of New Pinery Road and Eastridge Drive
Redelings provided a brief description of the proposed site plan and referred to comments provided by GEC.
Mr. Kasshagen presented the Declaration and First Amendment to Declaration of Reciprocal Easements (attached) describing the shared parking area. 
The stormwater management report for the initial development wasn’t provided.

Daley inquired about the sidewalk requirement along the frontage road. After some discussion it was decided that a sidewalk would be required, but at this time, the exact location could not be determined because of possible lane modifications at the intersection.

Tofson suggested the median at the north entrance be extended eastward to mitigate motorist conflicts when entering the restaurant property. He also indicated the handicap parking stalls should have a minimum width of 9 feet. It was further decided that the trash enclosure should be a minimum of 6 feet high.

Konkel suggested the elevated light levels along the north lot line wouldn’t be a problem. Commission members felt the elevated levels might actually be a benefit to lighting the entrance.

Konkel inquired as to the proposed ownership of the hydrant and hydrant lead. Redelings suggested the hydrant and lead be under utility ownership and an easement may be required.
Konkel also asked about the stormwater management for the site since the proposed impervious area is less than 30%. Redelings indicated there was a pond developed as part of the original development. Since the plan wasn’t provided, it’s unknown as to whether the pond is sized to handle the additional runoff. Once the plan is provided, it will be reviewed. If the pond isn’t large enough for the additional development, a stormwater fee will need to be paid.

Mayor Jahn suggested that the sidewalk location will be determined when a sidewalk plan is developed. At such time the sidewalk is installed, the cost will be assessed to the property.
Redelings suggested a traffic study be performed to identify the additional traffic impacts and to identify any needed intersection improvements. Mr. Jorgensen said the restaurant is expected to receive 300+ customers a day and the peak traffic times are from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. After some discussion, the Commission didn’t think the traffic would be much of an issue.
Motion by Tofson, second by Oszman to approve the site plan as presented with the conditions previously noted. These include the median, handicap parking width, fire hydrant ownership and easement, future sidewalk assessment and stormwater documentation or fee payment. Motion carried 6 to 0 on call of the roll.
7. Discussion and possible action regarding appointment of a vice chairperson
Motion by Konkel, second by Daley to appoint Mike Oszman as the vice chairperson. Motion passed 6 to 0 on call of the roll.

8. Adjournment
Motion by Oszman, second by Konkel to adjourn. Motion passed 6 to 0 on call of the roll. 

The meeting concluded at 7:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert Redelings, Public Works Director
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