City of Portage

Police and Fire Commission Meeting 

Wednesday, August 17, 2011, 7:00 p.m.
Municipal Building, Conference Room Two
Minutes

Members Present:
Thomas Drury, Jeynell Boeck, Patrick Hartley, Charles Miller, 
Kay Miller 
Others Present:
Police Chief Ken Manthey, Fire Chief Clayton Simonson
1. Roll Call

Meeting called to order at 7:02 p.m. by Tom Drury.
Motion by Jeynell Boeck, second by Pat Hartley to convene.  Motion carried.

2. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes


Motion by Miller, second by Boeck to approve the minutes of the July 20 and July 21, 2011 meeting.  Motion carried.

3. Fire report
Chief Clayton Simonson
4/22/11-7/22/11
a.
Training
5/10/11 confined space, 5/17/11 rope rescue, 5/24/11 hazmat


6/14/11 search & rescue, 6/28/11 auto extrication, 7/12/11 tornado procedures
b. Community Relations – School/event – see report

c. Fire Safety/Extinguisher Training

1. Training at Social Security Administration Building

2. Batteries for smoke detectors at Fire Department

d. Fire Suppression/Rescue

36 vehicle accidents

7 vehicle fires

22 dispatched and cancelled en route
2 good intent

2 wild land fires

0 outside rubbish/trash

1 building fire

0 cooking fire

0 fire other

1 natural gas leak

1 severe weather

2 smoke/odor removed

8 medical assist

19 smoke detector or CO alarm or activation/sprinkler activation

2 electrical problems

2 flammable liquid spills

0 flood assessment/water evacuation/search

10 chemical spills

e.
Administration

Personnel: 1 new member on after doing his pre-acceptance testing.  1 more applicant will be interviewed in November.  23 paid on call firefighters and 6 full-time firefighters


Statistics: 259 inspections completed.  106 emergency responses during time period (so far 260 calls this year).  64 (60%) responses in the city, 42 (40%) responses in the townships.  35 (33%) were vehicle accidents


Misc activities: 130 man hrs. spent on misc. activities

4. Police report
Police Chief Ken Manthey

7/1/11-8/17/11  See report

a. Training

b. Community Relations

1. Schools/child related events

2. Businesses

a) Break-in at St. Vincent DePaul

b) Return scam at Wal-Mart

3. Neighborhoods

8/16/11 pedestrian accident: 8 year old boy struck by passing vehicle

8/14/11 27 yr. old man struck by passing vehicle, serious head injury

8/8/11 burglary to house on Adams Street

8/7/11 burglary 400 blk of Townsend

8/5/11 pit bull bit neighbor, dog euthanized

7/30/11 75 yr. old woman struck and killed by vehicle

4. Senior Citizens


Triad had annual fund raiser 8/6

5. Chaplains Program

Pastor Christian Ronalds assisted in separate instances

6. Volunteers in Police Service

7. Citizens Police Academy

9 people signed up for the 2012 class

c. Administration

1. Intergovernmental/Interagency

2. Attitude & Moral See report

Special 9/11 10 yr. memorial service at Pauquette Park at 7:00 pm on Sunday, 9/11/11.  4:00 pm St. John’s Lutheran Church will have Memorial service, 5:00 pm free pig roast

d. Seasonal Issues

1. Crowd was very well behaved at the Best Western 7/27/11 for the Clark/Olsen debate

2. Very quiet at the Columbia County Fair, July 19-29, only 1 domestic arrest and juvenile with large knife was stopped as he was about to enter the fairgrounds

3. Cooling station set up at John Muir School due to the intense heat July 10-21

4. PD assisted at 2nd Annual Independence Day parade on July 2, had serious auto accident at Thompson & Pauquette just minutes before the parade started; a woman was arrested for OMVWI, 2nd offense

e. Chief Ken Manthey

1. PFC interviewed 16 candidates over 2 nights, July 20 & July 21

came up with eligible list of 6 candidates

2. Went to PD peer panel: Blaine Young, Penny Kiefer, Bill Charlebois and Keith Klafke

3. Did background checks on top 3 candidates: all 3 very good candidates

4. Benjamin Neumann was selected.  Ken called both the other candidates.

5. Upon passing psychological physical and drug screen test

Motion by Pat Hartley to approve hiring of Ben Neumann as Portage Police Department officer, second by Jeynell Boeck.  Motion carried.  Per Chief Ken Manthey, Benjamin Neumann will be sworn in 9/12/11.  Neumann will work with Field Training officer 10-12 weeks.  Tom Drury asked about feedback on hiring process to Ken Manthey.   Ken Manthey stated 132 candidates, process worked well.  Had 6 excellent candidates.

Next meeting 11/9/11, February meeting 2/15/12

Motion by Pat Hartley, second by Jeynell Boeck to adjourn.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, Chuck Miller
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