City of Portage

Municipal Services and Utilities Committee Meeting

(This meeting will constitute a meeting of the Legislative and Regulatory Committee as a quorum of members will be present; but no business of that committee will be taken up.)

Thursday, September 1, 2011, 6:30 p.m.

Municipal Building, 115 West Pleasant Street, Conference Room One

Agenda

Members:  Rick Dodd, Chairperson; Richard L. Beebe, Jeff Garetson, Doug Klapper, Michael G. Oszman

Others present: Tim Raimer, Scott Maass, Kory Anderson, Steve Polnow, Jim LaFleur, Gil Meisgeier, Bob Redelings, and Craig Sauer
1. Roll Call – Garetson excused
2. Approval of meeting minutes from August 4, 2011
Motion by Ozman, second by Klapper to approve the minutes as submitted. Passed 4-0 on call of roll.
3. Discussion and possible action on in-kind services for American Legion for a Fun Run event on 9/10
Discussion by Tim Raimer that he may not be able to fully support this event because of previous commitments.  Motion by Ozman to approve the in-kind service on a best effort.  Second by Beebe.  Passed 4-0 on call of roll.
4. Discussion and possible action on in-kind services for Group X for K9 Cruisers event on 9/24.
The request was for the closure of Northport and cones to slow drivers on CX.  A percentage of the proceeds would go to the Humane Society and the Splash Park.  Motion by Ozman, second by Beebe to approve the in-kind service.  Passed 4-0 on call of roll.
5. Discussion and possible action on the request from Mark Bellmore to place a sign across Cook/DeWitt Street.  
After a discussion that MS&U has not granted a sign to be placed over either intersection of Cook/DeWitt or Cook/Wisconsin for at least 5 years.  Need to determine the liability of a non-city organization placing a sign over city/state highways. No action taken.
6. Discussion and possible action on downtown streetscape plan adopted in 2007.
The agreement drafted by BID was discussed and Tim agreed that the Park and Recreation budget would support the city’s portion of the agreement.  The agreement would place trees back in the BID district and care for the trees would lie with the city forester.  Motion by Ozman, second by Beebe to move the agreement on to council as a resolution.  Passed 4-0 on call of roll. 
7. Discussion and possible action on parking lot naming project 
The HPC has sent out RFPs for the signs to be vinyl letters on metal backing.  It was suggested that this type of sign may last 5 to 6 years and suggestion to the committee to look at different construction that may last longer and less likely to be vandalized.  No action was taken.
8. Discussion and possible action on solutions for storm water management for the 200 and 300 blocks of Howard, and Henry Drive 
Discussion on the best way forward and cost estimates for dredging the channel from Big Mud Lake to the canal.  This estimate was for between $50,000 to $100,000 and maybe the first step in a multi-year plan to rectify the situation.  There may be 20-25% matching FEMA grant money available.  This would be a 1-to1 match for damages incurred during flood events.  Since the grant preparation fee was estimated to be $5,000 and due by the end of September, there was a motion by Ozman, second by Klapper to move forward with the grant application.  Pass 4-0 on call of roll.   
9. Discussion on Meigs ‘Fog’ System for street sealant process  
Director Redelings that this process was applied after the sealcoat and provided a medium to protect the loss of sealcoat aggregate.  It was determine to do a trial of this process on E. Slifer Street this fall.
10. Update on 2011 projects: Armstrong St., W. Franklin St., Brooks St., museum)  
Armstrong St project 99% complete, still needs tree planting.  W. Franklin is complete.  Fourth district sidewalk project was bid and started.  Market Square and fire department parking lots schedule for re-paving in September.  A quote for adding electrical to the south end of Market Square is being obtained.  This would allow for better and safer utilization of electric in the south end.  Last year’s W. Franklin project still has some minor issues to finish.  Disc golf and Fairground fencing nearing completion.  Funding (90%) was confirmed for the handicap fishing pier for Silver Lake. Museum repairs are nearing completion.  Will continue to place money in the budget for repairs next year.
11. Discussion and possible action on 2011 capital project(s) postponed until 2012.  
City hall and fairground electrical upgrades will be delayed until next year.  Also some other minor projects will be delayed.
12. Adjournment 
Motion by Ozman, second by Klapper to adjourn.  Passed 4-0 on call of roll at 7:50 pm
Respectfully submitted,

Rick Dodd, Chairperson
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