City of Portage

Plan Commission Meeting
Monday, November 7, 2011, 5:30 p.m.
City Municipal Building, 115 West Pleasant Street

Conference Room Two
Members present: Mayor Kenneth Jahn, Chairperson; Michael Oszman, Vice Chairperson; Robert Redelings, City Engineer, Kirk Konkel and Addie A. Tamboli
Members excused: Dan Daley
Members absent: Peter Tofson

Also present: Neil Shortreed, Jim Blankenheim, Don Schultz, Jerry Foellmi, Bill Welsh and Craig Sauer
1. Roll call
2. Approve minutes from August 15, 2011 and October 27, 2011
Motion by Oszman, second by Tamboli to approve the minutes. Motion passed 5 to 0 on call of the roll.
3. Discussion and possible action on parking lot for Sombrero Restaurant – Neil Shortreed
Peter Tofson arrived at 5:38 p.m.

Neil Shortreed presented his proposal including a photograph of the adjoining property’s garage and fence immediately to the north. Letters from adjoining property owners were also presented.
Mayor Jahn inquired as to how much green space would remain on site. Redelings indicated it would be approximately 50%. The Mayor also inquired about snow storage. Mr. Shortreed said it would be plowed to the north side of the proposed parking area.

Oszman expressed concern for additional stormwater runoff resulting from the impervious surface. 
Konkel said the adjoining property owner’s opinion of the proposed lot would influence his decision. 

Motion by Tamboli, second by Redelings to approve the proposed parking lot. Motion carried 4 to 2 w/ Jahn and Oszman voting no. 

4. Discussion and possible action on personal storage facility – Jim Blankenheim

Redelings explained this request is basically an appeal to the Plan Commission because the proposal didn’t meet the 30%  green space requirement.

Mr. Blankenheim presented his proposal including several ways in which the City would benefit from the storage facility expansion.
Redelings explained there were a few acceptable options which would meet the City’s ordinance requirements. They include:

· Reduce the building size to 15’X80’ to retain 30% green space
· Construct as proposed and provide on-site detention 

· Construct as proposed by obtaining a variance and paying a fee in lieu of on-site detention

Redelings mentioned that there may be adequate space west of the proposed building to provide on-site detention. He also mentioned that the fee in lieu of option is generally applied to re-development sites.
Don Schultz said that the drainage along Thompson Street has improved considerably since the ditches were constructed as part of the first phase of storage buildings.
Tamboli supported the variance concept if the cost was palatable. Mr. Blankenheim indicated the fee in lieu of detention would be nearly $4,000.

Konkel suggested the required detention would only need to be a few inches deep to contain the runoff.

Motion by Tamboli, second by Tofson to approve the site plan contingent upon the required detention area being shown and approved by the city engineer. Motion passed 6 to 0 on call of the roll.
5. Discussion and possible action on Splash Park conceptual plan

Jerry Foellmi was available to explain the 2 proposals: option 4 being the one with the thru park roadway and option 5 being the one terminating with a cul-de-sac.
Redelings mentioned there was correspondence from the police chief indicating his support for option 4, recognizing the presence of a speed bump.
Tamboli suggested that a second speed bump may be warranted to slow traffic. She also suggested a second shelter may be warranted with all the proposed uses. Mr. Foellmi confirmed that there may be a need for additional facilities as the use increases. Redelings suggested this could be a phased item.

Mayor Jahn inquired as to the position of the Park Committee. Konkel indicated the Committee supports Option 4. Their most pressing concern is that the property line be established so the land transfer can proceed.
Mr. Foellmi indicated the proposed property line would be one foot south of the proposed sidewalk – a standard location used for city streets.

Mayor Jahn suggested a fence be part of the final design to provide a barrier between the park area and the street. Mr. Foellmi noted the request.

Mayor Jahn indicated he would use option 4 as a basis for his negotiation with the PCSD.

Motion by Redelings, second by Tamboli to endorse option 4 with the fencing being included and obtaining the police chief’s opinion of having a second speed bump installed. Motion passed 6 to 0 on call of the roll.
6. Discussion and possible action on Amendment to Columbia County Comprehensive Plan 2030- Jerry Foellmi

Mr. Foellmi indicated the subject parcel is the 3-1/2 acre site of the former cracker factory and the building itself was previously zoned commercial.
Redelings inquired as to whether there were any plans for the building. Mr. Foellmi indicated the Little School had some interest and now he has other interested parties, but nothing specific.
Redelings indicated the site does not interfere with any future water or sewer facilities. A future lift station may be located west of the subject site and a future water tower may be located east of the subject site. The site itself would be an acceptable location for a future municipal well.

Konkel suggested an appropriate motion would be to support the Town’s recommendation for zoning the parcel. Mr. Foellmi indicated the County was considering a C-1 zoning classification for the site.

Motion by Konkel, second by Redelings to support the Town of Fort Winnebago’s zoning recommendation for the site. Motion carried 6 to 0 on call of the roll.
7. Discussion and possible action on Sidewalk Master Plan

Redelings presented an unedited version of a map showing the existing sidewalks in the city. A copy has been delivered to the PCSD for their use.

Mayor Jahn observed that the map showed many gaps in the sidewalk system. An important element of the plan would be to work with PCSD in correcting unsafe conditions and to reduce bussing costs by providing contiguous walkways.

Redelings indicated that the sidewalks should be planned in concert with pedestrian paths and Konkel suggested Bicycle paths also be taken into consideration. 
The commission was in agreement that it was time to revisit the current policy/plan. A goal would be to introduce some flexibility for sidewalk requirements and to focus on pedestrian needs.

Mayor Jahn indicated the first step should be to work with the PCSD. This would be followed by examining other major pedestrian generator areas. The City Engineer was directed to work with the PCSD business manager on this effort.

8. Discussion and possible action on potential Zoning Ordinance modifications

Mayor Jahn said our current ordinance doesn’t provide much flexibility on where personal storage facilities can be located. They can only be placed by CUP in B-4 and M-1 districts. There may be other locations that are appropriate.
Konkel suggested that perhaps the zoning code could be prefaced by a statement granting the Plan Commission authority to make modifications subject to Council approval. 
Some discussion ensued as to the distinction between personal storage facilities and mini warehouses. The City Engineer is to research this item.

9. Adjournment
Motion by Tamboli, second by Tofson to adjourn. Motion passed 6 to 0 on call of the roll.

The meeting concluded at 7:15 p.m.

Robert G. Redelings, 

Public Works Director
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