City of Portage

Finance/Administration Committee Meeting
November 10, 2011, 6:30 p.m.

Municipal Building, Conference Room One
Members Present:  Daniel Brunt (Chair), Fredrik W. Reckling, Doug Klapper
Members Excused:  Kenneth A. Ebneter, Martin Havlovic
Others Present:  City Administrator Plaster, City Clerk Moe, City Treasurer Lohr, Mayor Ken Jahn, Craig Sauer from Portage Daily Register
1. Roll Call

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. 
2. Approval of minutes from previous meeting

Motion by Reckling, second by Klapper to approve the minutes from the November 2, 2011 meeting.  Motion carried on call of roll. 
3. Discussion and possible action on Employee Assistance Contract with Pauquette Center
The contract is a one year term but was noted for a three year period.  Administrator Plaster stated that it is for every other year and switches off with another provided.

Motion by Klapper, second by Brunt to approve the one year contract for Employee Assistance with Pauquette Center.  Motion carried 2-0. Reckling abstained.
4. Discussion and possible action on agreement for Rental of Farmland with Richard Evans claims 
Brunt explained that the Committee originally wanted to bid the leasing out.  Evans brought in a proposal to do improvements on the land with estimate amounts totaling between $30-40,000.  In additional, Evans will pay $210 per acre which is an increase over the $160 previously paid.  In exchange, Evans would like to increase the contract to a five year term.  There is an opt out clause as was used in the current contract.  Klapper noted that Evans was willing to work with the City on the storm drainage too.
Motion by Reckling, second by Klapper to recommend approval of the contract with Richard Evans for a term of five years.  Motion carried on call of roll. 
5. Discussion and possible action on claims 
Brunt inquired on the significant number for claims.  Treasurer Lohr noted the payments for the construction and capital projects happening during late summer into fall. A substantial payment was made to Scott Construction for the chip sealing.  

Motion by Reckling, second by Klapper to approve claims in the amount of $1,197,563.58. Motion carried unanimously on call of roll.

6. Adjournment

Motion by Reckling, second by Klapper to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll at  6:40p.m.
Ruth A. Lohr
City Treasurer
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