City of Portage
Legislative & Regulatory Committee Meeting

Wednesday, January 11, 2012, 5:30 pm
Municipal Building, Conference Room One
Members Present: Fredrik W. Reckling, Chairperson; Michael Oszman, Richard L. Beebe, Jeff Garetson
Absent:  Marty Havlovic
Others Present: City Clerk Moe, City Attorney Spankowski, Police Chief Manthey, Bill Welsh from Cable TV, Craig Sauer from Portage Daily Register, Mayor Jahn, Konrad Arnold, Gil Meisgeier, Dan Daley
1. 
Roll call


Meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm by Chairperson Reckling.
2.
Approval of minutes


Motion by Oszman, second by Beebe to approve the minutes of the 

November 8, 2011 meeting.  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll.

3.        Discussion and possible action on Class B Combination License for 

J Maverick A LLC, Konrad Arnold, agent, 1505 New Pinery Road
Motion by Oszman, second by Garetson to recommend to the Council approval of a Class B Combination license for J Maverick A LLC, Konrad Arnold, agent, 1505 New Piner Road.  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll.
4.
Discussion on number of Class A Fermented Malt Beverage and Intoxicating Liquor Licenses allowed in City
The committee reviewed the current quota on Class A licenses.  There wasn’t any interest by the committee of allowing more Class A licenses.  The committee then reviewed a map prepared by Mayor Jahn which divided the city into nine areas, allowing one Class A combination license in each area.  The committee will continue to consider dividing the city into different areas and to get input from current license holders.
5.
Discussion and possible action regarding correspondence from Wal-Mart regarding Class A Beer or Liquor License for Walmart Store #1799
Correspondence has been received from Walmart requesting the city increase the quota of Class A licenses and to issue a license to Walmart.  It was the opinion of the committee that there are enough licensed establishments on the north side in close proximity to Walmart.
Motion by Oszman, second by Garetson to recommend to the Council that the quota on Class A Licenses remain unchanged.  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll.

6.
Discussion and possible action on closing hours of Class A Fermented Malt Beverage and Intoxicating Liquor Licensed establishments
The committee reviewed the recently changed state law prohibiting the selling of alcohol on Class A license establishments from 12 midnight to 6:00 a.m.  The previous law was 12 midnight to 8 a.m.  State law allows municipalities to impose more restrictive hours.  City code currently does not allow sales from 9:00 p.m. to 8:00 a.m.  

Motion by Oszman to recommend to the Council that the hours be 12 midnight to 6:00 a.m.  Motion died for lack of a second.
7.
Discussion and possible action on revisions to ordinances relative to alcoholic beverages and fees

The committee reviewed changes including language regarding the right to the premises, prohibiting drive-through sales, the prorating of license fees and temporary “picnic” license applicants being required to furnish certificates of insurance.


There was discussion regarding the fencing requirements on temporary “picnic” licenses which the committee decided not to change.


Motion by Oszman, second by Garetson to recommend to the Council approval of the revisions.  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll.


Fees for a change in premises description or trade name were discussed.  $10 is the charge for change of agent.  Motion by Oszman, second by Garetson to recommend to the Council setting the fee for change in premises description or trade name at $10.  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll.
8.
Discussion and possible action on Memorandum of Understanding with Columbia County for the custody and storage of voting system removable memory devices
Clerk Moe explained the chain of custody in regard to the election program cards.  The Memorandum of Understanding outlines the responsibility of each party in regard to open record requests.  Motion by Garetson, second by Oszman to recommend to the Council approval of the Memorandum of Understanding with Columbia County.  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll.
9.
Discussion and possible action on revisions to truancy ordinance
Attorney Spankowski discussed the truancy laws and the need to update the city code in regard to truancy.  Motion by Oszman, second by Garetson to recommend to the Council approval of the proposed truancy ordinance.  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll.
10.
Adjournment

Motion by Oszman, second by Garetson to adjourn. The meeting adjourned at 6:14 p.m.


Marie A. Moe, WCPC, MMC


City Clerk
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