City of Portage

Historic Preservation Commission

Tuesday, January 17, 2012, 6:00 p.m.

Municipal Building, 115 West Pleasant Street
Conference Room One
Minutes

Members Present: 
Doug Klapper, Chairperson; Judy Eulberg, Erin Foley, Stephanie Miller-Lamb, Destinee Udelhoven

Member Excused:
J. Robert Curtis and Mary Ann Harding
Members Absent:
Jeff Grothman
Others Present:
Craig Sauer, Daily Register
1. Roll call

Klapper called the meeting to order at 6:01 pm.
2. Approval of previous minutes

Udelhoven moved to approve the minutes as written. Eulberg seconded the motion, which passed unanimously by voice vote.
3. Discussion and possible action on claims
· Klapper distributed the Wisconsin Landmark Newsletter from the Wisconsin Association of Historic Preservation Commissions (WAHPC). Eulberg moved that the Portage Historic Preservation Commission pay the $40.000 annual fee to renew our membership in the WAHPC. Udelhoven seconded the motion, which passed unanimously by voice vote. 
· Udelhoven announced that the book set from the National Trust has arrived and would be available to the commission to view following the meeting.

· Eulberg stated that she met with Shannon Stiller-Schultz from the Portage Public Library to ask if the set of materials could be kept together at the library as a special collection. The library was unable to comply with the request, as it would confuse the way that library patrons research and find materials. 

4. Discussion and possible action on new HPC commissioner(s)
· Klapper read a letter of resignation from Jeff Grothman to the PHPC. 
· Eulberg put forth the name of Tim Cleary as a potential commissioner. Cleary, who is an architect, had previously served on the PHPC. Cleary has indicated that he is interested and ready to serve on the commission again. 

· Eulberg moved that the PHPC forward the name of Tim Cleary to the City Council to be appointed to the commission. Foley seconded the motion, which passed unanimously by voice vote.

· Udelhoven noted that Jim Grothman, a local surveyor, may be interested in learning more about openings on the commission. Udelhoven will contact Jim Grothman to talk about the commission’s work and further inquire about his level of interest in serving.

· Eulberg brought Marlena Cavanaugh’s name to the table as another potential commission member. Cavanaugh works with Main Street Portage and lives in and actively works on a historic Portage home. Miller-Lamb offered to contact Cavanaugh to talk about the commission’s work and inquire about her level of interest in serving.
· Both Udelhoven and Miller-Lamb will report back on discussions with the two potential parties at the February meeting.

5. Discussion and possible action on HPC award property
· Eulberg presented information on the house at 134 W. Franklin, home of Jeremy and Andrea Duffy, which is the winner of the Fall 2011 preservation award.  Klapper will ask that the award presentation be added to the City Council Agenda for the meeting at 7:00 pm on February 23.
· Udelhoven presented information on the house at 1016 Dunn Street, home of Paul and Diana Greiner. Miller-Lamb moved that the home be chosen as the winner of the Winter 2012 preservation award. Eulberg seconded the motion, which passed unanimously by voice vote. 

6. Discussion and possible action on HPC Walking Tour
· Eulberg shared several walking tour brochures from other Wisconsin communities for the commission’s consideration. Group discussed what district or area would be good to do a tour brochure of next. The Society Hill District was determined to be an excellent candidate. 

· Group discussed ideas about how to put together a brochure, including working with local artists for illustrations, hiring an intern or private contractor to pull together the materials for a set fee, or using a CGL grant to help underwrite the project. 

· The group decided that a sub-committee would need to be set up to move ahead on ideas for the project. No further action was taken.

7. Discussion and possible action on informational packets with regards to historic preservation

· Eulberg reported that Portage Printing would create 15 copies of the 1993 Survey, the Historic Preservation Manual and all of the national registrations for Portage local sites. The printing invoice will be presented with the completed printing job and will fall within the budgeted $1500.00.

· Group discussed what information should be included in packets of materials for new commission members. Articles to be included include Quarterly Preservation Award forms, municipal register forms for sites and districts, Code of Ethics for Historic Preservation Commissions (from WAHPC), pamphlet on the Municipal Register, the architectural styles handbook, and any available conference information and list of URLs for on-line materials. 

8. Discussion and possible action on Eulberg report on Preservation conference

Eulberg handed out the following materials from the fall Preservation conference:
Preservation Topics #3 and Organizational Resources from the National Alliance of Preservation Commissions (NAPC). She asked that the PHPC consider joining the NAPC at the annual rate of $80.00 and distributed a hand-out about the organization for consideration. No further action was taken.

9. Adjournment
Klapper adjourned the meeting at 7:06 pm.

Respectfully submitted, 

Stephanie Miller-Lamb
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