City of Portage

Minutes of Business Improvement District Board of Dir. meeting

Wednesday, February 8, 2012
Municipal Building, 115 West Pleasant Street, Conference room 1
Meeting called to order at 7:31 a.m.
1. Roll Call: Members Present: Peggy Joyce; President; John Krueger, Vice President; Larry Wilz, Treasurer; Shane Schmidt; Chris Shadel, Steve Polnow, Jim Rusch
Members Absent: None
Non-Members Present: Gil Meisgeier, BID Contractor, Main Street Portage Ex. Dir. /BID Administrator; Craig Sauer, PDR Newspaper Reporter; Roger Krejchik, Mariann Hanson, PACC E.D., Missy Paulson & Andrew Nussbaum Capital Newspapers, Columbia County Visitors Bureau.
2. Approval of January, 11th. 2011 Minutes.
Motion to approve January 11th, 2012 minutes. Motion by Schmidt, 2nd by Krueger. Motion carried, all in favor.
3. Claims to pay & Financials Report  were presented by Wilz
Motion to pay claims as presented by Wilz, Motion by Schmidt, 2nd. Krueger. Motion carried, all in favor. 

Following brief discussion and questions re: Financials report, Meisgeier suggested that Portage City Treasurer Ruth Lohr be asked to advise the members as to the details of the City produced financials. Motion to take no action until Lohr can attend by Schmidt, 2nd Krueger. Motion carried all in favor.
Lohr came to meeting and after further discussion and questions, Motion was made to accept Financials Report as presented by Treasurer Wilz; Motion by Krueger, 2nd by Shadel, motion carried; All in favor.
Meisgeier suggested that Treasurer Lohr be asked if she was able to attend the next several BID Board meetings to explain the details of the City’s/BID accounting procedures. Lohr kindly consented to do same.

PACC E.D. Hanson entered a request for financial assistance in bringing WI resident Miss America to the Portage 4th of July celebration/Concert in the Park.

Motion to provide $1,000.00 toward the appearance in the parade with the possibility of additional funding should it be needed. Motion made by Wilz, 2nd Polnow. Motion carried, all in favor. 

4. Discussion and possible action on new or continuing board member Nominations.

Reappointment of Jim Rusch to BID board. Motion to recommend to Mayor to be approved by the City council re-appointment of Jim Rusch to the BID board.  Motion by Shadel, 2nd Polnow, motion carried; all in favor.
5. Discussion and possible action on BID Contractors report.

Motion to accept Contractors report. Motion by Schmidt, 2nd Krueger. Motion carried, all in favor.

Request was made by BID Contractor for purchase of decals to be applied to all BID rolling gear at a cost of $96.00. Motion to approve by Rusch, 2nd. Schmidt.  Motion carried, all in favor.

6. Discussion and possible action on BID equipment
Discussion re: purchase of brush attachment for Toro Polar Trac. No action.
   7.  Discussion and possible action on MSP Executive Directors report.
Motion to accept MSP report by Rusch, 2nd Schmidt. Motion carried, all in favor.

8. Discussion and possible action on Visitors/Welcome Center

Report on current status of progress on the Welcome Center and canal rehabilitation by Welcome Center ad-hoc Committee member/MSP E.D. Meisgeier.
9. Discussion and possible action on requests for action on funding requests for financial support for down town events in 2012.

A.
Following presentation by Andrew Nussbaum of the Columbia County Visitors Bureau a motion was made to expend $1,200.00 for the purchase of a full page ad in the 2012 guide. All Portage pertinent pages were to carry the same color format.  

A committee appointed by President Joyce consisting of Krueger, Polnow and Meisgeier is to review the ad prior to publication. Copy to be sent to Meisgeier to forward to BID Board.
Motion by Schmidt, 2nd Polnow.  Motion carried, all in favor.
B.
Following the presentation of the redesign of the copy for the I 90/94/39 billboard located northbound between the rest area and the river to include “Historic Downtown    Next exit >” as the bottom line, a motion for BID to be a 1/3 partner with the Portage Tourism Committee and the Economic Development Committee at $3,900.00 for 13 months payable monthly @ $300.00 per month. 
Motion by Schmidt, 2nd Krueger. Motion carried, all in favor.

10. Discussion and possible action on downtown street scape and marketing.
Aside from the preceding marketing related items 9A & 9B, Mariann Hanson PACC E.D. made known the fact that Discover Wisconsin will give a presentation on March 1st. at 5:15 as a possible market for Portage Story marketing program. $36,000.00 is the cost of the program.
11. Motion to adjourn at 9:10 by Schmidt, 2nd. Wilz, Motion carried. All in favor. 
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