City of Portage

Historic Preservation Commission

Tuesday, February 21, 2011, 6:00 p.m.

Municipal Building, 115 West Pleasant Street
Conference Room One
Minutes

Members Present: 
Doug Klapper, Chairperson; Judy Eulberg, Mary Ann Harding, 



Stephanie Miller-Lamb, and Destinee Udelhoven

Members Excused: J. Robert Curtis
Members Absent: 
Tim Cleary, Erin Foley
Guests: 


Jim Grothman (Public), Craig Sauer (Daily Register)

1. Roll call/introductions
Klapper called the meeting to order at 6:01 pm.

2. Approval of previous minutes

Eulberg moved to accept the minutes as printed. Udelhoven seconded the motion, which passed unanimously by voice vote.

3. Discussion and possible action on claims
· Eulberg presented claims for copying of 15 commission manuals ($442.80) and 15 intensive surveys ($625.00) from Portage Printing. The printed materials are collated, but are loose, not in binders.

· Eulberg also presented an estimate from Staples for 3” binders to hold the newly printed materials. Eulberg moved that the Commission give her permission to purchase 15 material binders in the amount of $150.00 so the newly printed manuals and surveys could be distributed to members of the commission. 
· Udelhoven seconded the motion, which passed unanimously by voice vote. Eulberg will purchase the binders and present a receipt for reimbursement at the next meeting.

· Miller-Lamb moved that the commission pay the claims to Portage printing in the amounts of $442.80 for the printing of the manuals and in the amount of $625.00 for the surveys. Eulberg seconded the motion, which passed unanimously by voice vote.

4. Discussion and possible action on walking/driving guides for Portage’s Historic Districts
· Eulberg presented additional walking and driving tour guides for the commissioners to review. 

· Klapper presented an original brochure from Society Hill for review. 

· Group discussed how the original Society Hill brochure came in to being and who had put it together. 

· Group discussed that if Society Hill was the area chosen for the next tour, Blanche Murtagh would be a welcome addition to the sub-committee working on the brochure. 

· Group also discussed possible Church Hill district; Fred Galley would be a key provider of information for that area.  
· Klapper and Miller-Lamb volunteered to work on the sub-committee. Klapper will inquire with PHPC members not in attendance to see if they might want to participate in the sub-committee. Group will meet before next meeting and report back to the PHPC.

5. Review of and possible action on PHPC materials produced over the years
· Group reviewed materials produced by the PHPC over the years, including:
· Municipal Register tri-fold

· Architectural Styles handbook

· Commission Preservation Award Form

· Nomination Forms for the Municipal Register for sites and districts

· Signage for the Portage Canal

· Books purchased and gifted to the Portage Library and Portage Schools

· Group was reminded that materials produced for the PHPC should be stored at the Municipal Building, as we have storage there. 

6. Discussion and possible action on Historic Preservation Month (May) activities
· Group discussed annual architectural scavenger hunt. Idea was proposed by Udelhoven to focus on a historic district for the duration of the contest. This would provide an educational opportunity for the public. Directions for the contest could include notation that focus is on a particular historic district and provide the boundaries of that district. Group liked the idea.
· Discussion ensued regarding how many articles are left for publication in the newspaper (there are four.) Klapper will be the person to collect and submit articles to the paper for publication. The paper is currently focusing on its own history and continues to explore the history of our area, which is very much in keeping with our mission to educate the public about Portage history.

· Eulberg will check with Jan Davel to see if she might be available to speak about windows during May. If Jan is available, Eulberg will check her available dates against availability at the Portage Public Library and /or the Museum at the Portage. Eulberg will report back at the next meeting. Davel will also be speaking in July at the Historic Indian Agency House on the topic of tax credits.

7. Discussion and possible action on filling the vacancy on PHPC; we are authorized 9 commissioners
· Miller-Lamb reported on conversation with Marlena Cavanaugh about her interest in the commission. Ms. Cavanaugh is interested but is currently unable to make a commitment. She is currently serving on Main Street Portage and St. Mary’s Marketing Committee while she has her own business and two small children. She would like to follow what the PHPC is doing and let us know her level of commitment in a few months, when her calendar eases.
· Jim Grothman was in attendance to observe the PHPC meeting as he considers what his level of interest may be. He also voiced concern about the time commitment, as he runs a business as well. Mr. Grothman also stating his strong interest in the mission of the commission and in preserving Portage history. Commissioners shared their views on time commitment and their level of involvement with the commission. Mr. Grothman will continue to ponder whether is able to offer time to serve on the commission.

8. Discussion and possible action on meeting day/time
Group discussed current meeting time and day; Klapper inquired of each member how this time worked for them. Commissioners find the current time to work well. No changes were recommended to the meeting day or time.
9. Adjournment
Klapper adjourned the meeting at 6:56 pm.
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