
City of Portage 
Plan Commission Meeting 

Thursday, June 7, 2012, 7:30 a.m. 
City Municipal Building, 115 West Pleasant Street 

Conference Room Two 
Minutes 

 
 
Members present: Mayor Kenneth Jahn, Chairperson; Michael Oszman, Vice 

Chairperson; Robert Redelings, City Engineer and Dan Daley 
 
Members excused: Brian Zirbes, Addie A. Tamboli and Peter Tofson 
 
Also present: Gary Mercer, Leah Stark, Patricia Foust, Ray Norland and Bill Welsh 

 
 

1. Roll call  7:45 a.m. 
 
2. Public Hearing – 7:30 a.m. to consider the request for a Conditional Use 

Permit (CUP) to Leah Stark at 121 James Street to sell produce in an R-1 
Single Family Residential District 

 
The Public Hearing notice was legally noticed and Mayor Jahn requested for 
the first time if there was anyone present who wished to speak for or against 
the CUP.  
 
Gary Mercer, 139 James St. indicated he was in favor of the CUP. 
 
Ray Norland, 151 James St. indicated he was in favor of the CUP. 
 
Mayor Jahn requested for the second time if there was anyone present who 
wished to speak for or against the CUP. 
 
Leah Stark indicated she would only be selling produce that was raised on 
her property at 121 James St. 
 
Mayor Jahn requested for the third time if there was anyone present who 
wished to speak for or against the CUP. Hearing no more comments, Mayor 
Jahn closed the public hearing at 7:57 a.m. 
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3. Discussion and possible action on issuing a Conditional Use Permit to 
Leah Stark at 121 James Street to sell produce in an R-1 Single Family 
Residential District 

 
Motion by Oszman, second by Redelings to approve the CUP. Oszman 
indicated he was also in favor of the CUP. Motion passed 4 to 0 on call of the 
roll. 

 
4. Discussion and possible action on a request by Patricia Foust to rezone 

tax parcel 218, 501 Washington Street from M-1Industrial District to R-2 
Single Family Residential District 

 
Redelings explained that the subject property was occupied by Ms. Foust 
residence. She intends to sell the house and, as currently zoned, the 
residence would be a non-conforming use. Adjoining properties to the north 
and west are zoned M1 and have industrial type uses. Adjacent properties to 
the east and south are zoned R2 and have residential type land uses. Prior to 
the City-wide rezoning in early 2011, the property was zoned residential. 
 
Motion by Oszman, second by Daley to recommend a public hearing be held 
by the City Council to consider the rezoning request. Motion passed 4 to 0 on 
call of the roll. 

 
5. Adjournment 

 
Motion by Oszman, second by Daley to adjourn. Motion passed 4 to 0 on call 
of the roll.  
 
The meeting concluded at 8:05 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Robert G. Redelings, Public Works Director 


