
City of Portage 
Municipal Services and Utilities Committee Meeting 

Thursday, April 4, 2013, 5:00 p.m. 
Municipal Building, 115 West Pleasant Street, Conference Room One Minutes 

 
Members Present:  Jeff Garetson, Chairperson; Carolyn Hamre, Frank Miller and  

Michael G. Oszman 
 
Members Excused: Doug Klapper 
 
Others Present:  Director Bob Redelings, City Administrator Shawn Murphy, Park and 

Rec. Tim Raimer, Public Works Superintendent Kim Standke, Cory Miller, 
Public Works Secretary/Deputy Treasurer Tammy O’Leary, Bill Tierney, Gil 
Meisgier, Daily Reporter;Craig Saur, Paul Vesley, Chamber of Commerce; 
Brad Conrad, and GEC;Kory Anderson. 

 
1. Roll Call.  Meeting called to order at 5:01pm.   

 

2. Approval of meeting minutes from March 7, 2013 meeting.  Motion by Frank 

Miller, second by Michael Oszman to approve minutes.  Passed 4-0. 
 

3. Discussion and possible action on street sweeper bids. Motion by Michael 

Oszman, second by Carolyn Hamre to accept street sweeper bid from Bruce 

Municipal Equipment in the amount of $249,673. The Machine includes $12,675 

in options (Bid Tabulation attached). Not recommending trading in current 

sweeper because of low trade in value. In the future both machines will be used 

to pick up leaves. Discussed possible change of leaf policy from bagging to loose 

at curb. Passed 4-0 Cory Miller was commended for all his help with the bidding 

process all the way through to recommendation.  

 
4. Discussion and possible action regarding In Kind Services requests.   

It was noted that not all In-Kind requests were on the current form. In the future 

the requests need to be on the current form and the committee would like the In-

Kind requests one week prior to their meeting. The committee indicated that 

banners on the canal bridge would no longer be allowed. The Park & Recreation 

Director and Public Works Superintendent are arranging for the banner supports 

to be installed. 

 

a. Holiday Parade/Tree Lighting   

b. Canal Days      



There was a discussion about the fish boil. Gil Meisgier will get a permit 
for the open flame fire. 
 

c. Canal Days Parade      

d. Canal Days Encampment   

e. Antique Appraisal Fair & Flea Market  
  

f. Portage Farmer’s Market –committee chose to discuss Farmers market 
after completing review of remaining In Kind requests. See Agenda Item 
#7  

g. Santa’s Living Reindeer/Santa Visit   
No banner to be put up on Canal Bridge 

 
h. Columbia County Fair  

Council will have to take action on Fence 
 

i. Columbia County Alzheimer’s Walk  
The event is going to need as many tables as possible.   

j. Divine Savior Healthcare Run/Walk  

k. Taste of Portage Market Fair  

l. Silver Lake Triathlon  

m. St. Mary’s School Car Show  

n. Paint the Town Pink   

o. St. John’s Lutheran School Last Day of School Picnic   

p. Concert in the Park Independence Celebration       
Needs bleachers again- Aligned on Conant Street.  
 

q. GPYEF Annual Fall Sports Rally             

r. GPYEF 8th Annual Music Fest  
Tim Raimer will talk to Tom Pinion about keeping event in AG building. 
 

s. St. Mary’s Best Fest   
Tim Raimer will talk to event planner on additional electricity. 
 
 

Motion By Michael Oszman, second by Jeff Garetson to approve that 
aforementioned In-Kind service applications except item f with the noted 
conditions. Motion passed 4-0. 
 
 



5. Discussion and possible action regarding 2013 Water Main and Sanitary 
Sewer Project.  Motion by Frank Miller, second by Michael Oszman to forward 

low bidder information (attached) to finance for approval. After reviewing budget 

information there was discussion on surplus budget to possibly add some 

projects for 2013. Bob Redelings will be looking at some projects to suggest to 

the committee.  Passed 4-0. 

 
Kim Standke and Cory Miller left the meeting 5:52 PM. 

 

6. Discussion and possible action regarding implementing a storm water 
utility.  Administrator Murphy provided information (attached) regarding storm 

water utility implementation. Motion by Oszman, second by Miller to recommend 

to approve a contract with Strand Associates for the final evaluation and 

implementation of a Storm Water Utility, not exceed the price of $21,900.  

Passed 4-0.  
 

7. Discussion and possible action on location of Farmers Market.  Oszman 

and Garetson brought up safety concerns about leaving the event at the 

Commerce Plaza and suggested moving it back to Market Square. Paul Vesley 

and Gil Meisgier indicated that they preferred the Commerce Plaza location due 

to the accommodations including shade, landscaping, additional room, running 

water and rest room facilities. Garetson brought up the possibility of vendors 

assigned 2 parking spaces down town (one for the stand and one for their 

vehicle) to promote the traffic of pedestrians to stay on the sidewalk and promote 

more tourism. Motion by Hamre, second by Miller to have Commerce Plaza be 

the location for the 2013 Farmers Market. Passed 3-1 with Oszman voting no. 

 

8. Discussion and possible action on tree topping bids.  Motion by Michael 

Oszman, second by Frank Miller to accept tree topping bid from Derek Driscol for 

option 2 whereby it’s the contractors responsibility to dispose of the entire tree. 

(bid tab attached) Passed 4-0. 
 

9. Discussion and possible action on sewer combination truck-deleted from 
agenda. 
 



10. Public Works Director’s report. Bob Redelings gave report on status of the 

projects for 2013. Also discussed updating website with pictures on completed 

projects as a public service. 
 

11. Park and Recreations Report. Tim Raimer gave a report on status of projects. 

Some of the projects discussed were: getting flea market up and going, Still 

working on skateboard park (meeting with Kiwanis’s to discuss on April 14th), 

meeting with School District to review cost & revenues and accepting 

applications for summer activities. New activities this summer include youth 

tennis, youth sand volleyball and speed walking classes. The Beach wall is 

scheduled to be completed by May 1st, weather permitting. 
 

12. Adjournment.  Motion by Michael Oszman, second by Frank Miller to adjourn.  

Passed 4-0.  Meeting concluded at  6:59 pm 
 
Tammy O’ Leary, Public Works Secretary 
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