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City of Portage 
Legislative & Regulatory Committee Meeting 

Thursday, September 19, 2013, 6:00 p.m.   
City Municipal Building, 115 West Pleasant Street 

Conference Room One  
Minutes 

 
Members present: Michael G. Oszman, Chairperson; Kenneth A. Ebneter, 
Carolyn Hamre, Frank Miller 
 
Excused: Martin Havlovic 
 
Also present: City Administrator Murphy, Deputy Clerk Ness, City Attorney 
Spankowski, Mayor Tierney, Marianne Hanson from Portage Area Chamber, 
Tricia Pionke from Downtown Portage Inc., Neil Shortreed from Sombreros, Bill 
Welsh from Cable TV, Craig Sauer from Portage Daily Register 
 
1. Roll call 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm by Chairperson Oszman. 
 
2. Approval of minutes from previous meetings 
 Motion by Miller, second by Hamre to approve the minutes as presented 

from the committee meeting of August 15, 2013.  Passed 4-0 on call of 
roll. 

 
3. Discussion and possible recommendation on Sombreros LLC Class 

B Combination License 
Neil Shortreed explained the business was first closed for review of 
business but during that time suffered substantial water damage and he 
has been unable to reopen.  Neil requested additional time before the 
committee reviews his Class B Combination License for abandonment.  
Motion by Miller, second by Hamre to grant extension up to 90 days from 
day closed before review by committee.  Passed 4-0 on call of roll.  
Oszman stated he appreciated Neil Shortreed being proactive and 
keeping the city informed. 

 
4. Discussion and possible recommendation on special event 

ordinance 
This ordinance is being created to streamline the in-kind process for 
permits issued by the city and combine ordinances.  Proposed process is 
for the event to be evaluated and approved at staff level.  Staff would have 
guidelines to verify the event follows ordinance.  
 
Administrator Murphy handed out special events cost put together with 
events from this year and time spent by Municipal Services and Police. 
The special event ordinance would attempt to recapture cost for city.  
Marianne Hanson requested the ordinance list a cap on fee so groups can 
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budget accordingly.  She thanked the city for all the help that is done for 
her events.   
 
Mayor Tierney stated the cap is very important for budgeting purposes 
and for groups with intent of raising funds with their event.  He stated 
when the new ordinance passes it needs to be sent out to the groups just 
as it was sent out for review. 
 
Chairperson Oszman requested the groups review the proposed 
ordinance as well as the committee review. 
 

5. Discussion and possible recommendation on overgrown lawn and 
grasses ordinance 
Motion by Miller, second by Hamre to forward to Council overgrown lawn 
and grasses ordinance as presented, passed 4-0. 
 

6. Discussion and possible recommendation on ordinance allowing 
hunting 
Attorney Spankowski presented the ordinance as drafted.  Discussion 
ensued including changing bow and arrow to archery hunting to include 
crossbow; suggested denial process needs to be reviewed; elevated 
hunting and distance needs to be reviewed.  The areas to be hunted 
would be reviewed with the police department.  Mayor Tierney stated the 
city needs to educate people the correct way regarding this ordinance and 
realize this would not end the deer population completely in the City of 
Portage.  This will be reviewed again next month. 
 

7. Discussion and possible recommendation on recommendation on 
municipal court ordinance 
Village of Endeavor has approached City of Portage to have a joint 
municipal court.  Endeavor would be contracting for service; we would 
have control over the court.  Current judge would fulfill current term.  This 
would be an increase of revenue for the city.  Both cities need to come to 
agreement before ordinance can be finalized.  Motion by Miller, second by 
Ebneter to move ordinance forward to Council when agreement is 
finalized by City of Portage and Village of Endeavor, passed 4-0. 
 

8. Adjournment 
Motion by Ebneter, second by Miller to adjourn at 8:30 pm.  Passed 4-0 on 
call of roll. 
 

 
Rebecca C. Ness 
Deputy Clerk 
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