
City of Portage 
Finance/Administration Committee Meeting 

(This meeting will constitute a meeting of the Community Development Block 
Grant Committee as a quorum of members will be present; but no business of 

this committee will be taken up.) 
Monday, January 6, 2014, 6:00 p.m.   

City Municipal Building, 115 West Pleasant Street 
Conference Room One 

Agenda 
 

Members: Rick Dodd, Chairperson; Jeff Garetson, Martin Havlovic, Doug Klapper, Rita Maass 
 

1. Roll call 
 

2. Approval of minutes from December 9, 2013 
 
3. Review and possible recommendation on 2014 Agreement with Columbia County for 

Hazardous Materials Response Services. 
 
4. Review and possible recommendation on Propose Amendment to Contract with 

McMahon Associates for Design Services on the WWTP Digester Project 
 

5. Adjournment 
 
 
Rick Dodd, Chairperson 
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City of Portage 
Finance/Administration Committee Meeting 

Monday, December 09, 2013, 6:00 p.m.   
City Municipal Building, 115 West Pleasant Street 

Conference Room One 
Minutes 

 
Present: Rick Dodd, Chairperson; Jeff Garetson, Martin Havlovic, Doug Klapper, Rita Maass 
 
Also Present: Bill Welsh, Cable TV; Craig Sauer, Daily Register; City Administrator Shawn 
Murphy; Finance Director Jean Mohr 

 
1. Roll call 

The meeting was called to order by Rick Dodd at 6:00 p.m. 
 

2. Approval of minutes from November 11, 2013 
Motion by Maass, second by Klapper to approve the minutes from November 11, 2013.  
Motion carried 5-0 by a call of roll. 

 
3. Discussion and possible recommendation on claims 

Motion by Maass, second by Havlovic to approve claims in the amount of 
$1,071,360.93.  Motion carried 5-0 on a call of roll. 

 
4. Discussion and possible action on pre-approval of payment of year-end 

claims 
Motion by Maass to approve the pre-approval of payment of year-end claims subject to 
review after the first of the year; second by Garetson.  Motion passed on a 5-0 roll call. 

 
5. Review and possible recommendation on bids received for Solid Waste 

Collection/Disposal 
Administrator Murphy presented the bids stating that administration is recommending 
the bid from Columbia County for garbage and recycling collection and disposal. The 
bid includes the city providing recycling carts in the spring of 2014 which was approved 
as part of the 2014 capital budget. 
Motion by Klapper to recommend the bid from Columbia County for Solid Waste 
Collection/Disposal, second by Maass.  Motion carried 5-0 on call of roll. 

 
6. Review and possible recommendation on Agreement for the 

Establishment and Operation of the Wisconsin River Municipal Discharger 
Group 
Administrator Murphy presented the above Agreement stating that it would be in the 
best interest of the city to join the group in order to have input on the impact the 
Wisconsin River TMDL study will have on communities.  If the city joins prior to the end 
of 2013 they will be involved in the initial startup and budgeting of the group.  The 
maximum obligation is $5,000 per year for six years.  This would be an expense to the 
Sewer Utility. 
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Motion by Maass to recommend the Agreement for the Establishment and Operation of 
the Wisconsin River Municipal Discharger Group authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk 
to sign the Agreement and for the Mayor to appoint a representative, second by 
Havlovic.  Motion carried 5-0 on call of roll. 

 
7. Discussion and possible recommendation on 2013 Budget Encumbrances 

Administrator Murphy reviewed the list of proposed 2013 Budget Encumbrances, in the 
amount of $13,120, noting the changes from the list presented at the November 11th 
meeting. 
Motion by Maass to recommend the 2013 Budget Encumbrances in the amount of 
$13,120 per the list presented, second by Klapper.  Motion carried 5-0 on call of roll. 

 
8. Discussion and possible recommendation on Insurance Claim for Damage 

from Mallory Waters, 708 Pleasant St 
Administrator Murphy presented the claim and stated that the city’s insurance 
company recommends denial of the claim in that the city was not negligent or 
liable for the tree branch that fell on the vehicle. 
Motion by Maass to deny the claim based on the recommendation of insurance 
company, second by Klapper.  Motion carried 5-0 on call of roll. 
 

9. Adjournment 
Motion by Garetson, second by Havlovic, to adjourn.  Motion carried 
unanimously on a call of roll at 6:34 p.m. 
 
Jean Mohr  
Finance Director 
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