
City of Portage 
Park and Recreation Board Meeting 
Tuesday, August 12, 2014, 6:30 pm 

Municipal Building, 115 West Pleasant Street 
 Conference Room One 

Agenda 
 

 
 
Members:  Brian Zirbes Chairperson, Larry Messer, Rita Maas, Mike Charles, Todd Kreckman 
 
  

1. Roll Call       
 

2. Approval of July 8th, 2014 meeting minutes.    
 
3. Discussion and possible recommendation on Wisconsin International Poultry Club 

Agreement.  
 
4. Discussion on renaming of portion of Goodyear Park 
 
5. Discussion and possible action on 2015 Budget 
 
6. Discussion and prioritization of 2015 capital projects. 

 
7. Manager’s Report  

  
8. Adjournment          

 
 
 Respectfully submitted 

Dan Kremer, Manager of Parks and Recreation   
 



 
 

City of Portage 
Park and Recreation Board Meeting 

Tuesday, July 8, 2014 , 6:30 p.m. 
Conference Room One 

1. Roll Call 
The meeting called to order at 6:36 pm by Chairperson Zirbes.  
 
Members present: Brian Zirbes, Chairperson, Larry Messer, Rita Maass, Mike 
Charles, Todd Kreckman  
 
Also present: Manager, Dan Kremer, Leslie Hawkinson, Kate Stalker and Jim 
Gersich of Dimensions IV, Ron Eddy, Fred Galley, Major Duffy, Neal Kreuger, 
News Reporter, Greg Sauer and Mayor, Bill Tierney.  
 

2. Approval of minutes of June 10th, 2014 meeting 
Motion was made by Maass and seconded by Kreckman to approve the minutes, 
as presented, from the June 10th, 2014 meeting. The motion carried 5-0 on call 
of roll. 
 

3. Presentation of Master Plan by Dimension IV 
Jim Gersich and Kate Stalker explained the historic research, proposed features, 
best locations and cost estimates of the Veteran’s Memorial Field and 
Parks/Public Works Facility Master Plan to the Park & Recreation Board. 
 

4. Discussion and possible recommendation on Veteran’s Memorial Committee. 
Mayor Tierney led the discussion on the roll the VFW and American Legion wish 
to play in the care of Blue Star Park and other Veteran related areas within the 
city.  The redevelopment of the current Blue Star Park Committee could 
potentially serve as an advisory committee with members from both the VFW and 
American Legion to work with the Park & Rec board for maintaining and 
developing future veteran features of Blue Star Park and the city. Major Duffy 
and representatives from both organizations gave general ideas of what they 
wish to continue developing to bring back to the board at a later date 
 
Charles made a motion that the group proceed to form the Veteran’s Memorial 
Committee and was second by Maass. Motion carried 5-0 on call of roll.  
 

 

 



 
 

5. Discussion and possible action on recreation scholarship and fee reductions. 
No Action  

6. Discussion and possible action on Lincoln Park Playground Equipment. 
Kremer lead the discussion of possible upgrades to the playground equipment 
located at Lincoln Park.  Prior to the meeting the Park & Rec Board did a physical 
walk through of the park.  
 
Messer made a motion to completely remove the old playground structure and 
put in the new spinning structure suggested by Kremer and second by Charles. 
Motion carried 5-0 on call of roll.   
 

7. Manager Kremer’s Report 
Kremer provided updates on the strong recreation participation numbers citing 
Masters Baseball, Pee Wee Soccer and Karate being some of the most popular 
activities.  A sample board of building materials for the proposed bathroom at 
Lawton and Siegel Field were passed around for the boards review.  A photo of 
the newly installed Robinson Family dedication bench was shown and noted it is 
the example for all future dedication benches.   Kremer also reported on the 
success of the 2014 Flea Market and that with opinions collected from venders, 
he will assess how to modify 2015 Flea Market plans. 
  
 

8. Adjournment 
Motion by Zirbes to all say Aye to adjourn.  Motion carried 5-0. Meeting adjourned at 
8:02 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted 
Leslie Hawkinson 
Park & Recreation Department 

 
 
 
  



AGREEMENT 
 

THIS AGREEMENT made this ______ day of _______, 2014 by and between the City of Portage, 
WI, a municipal corporation located in Columbia County, hereinafter referred to be as the City 
and the Wisconsin International Poultry Club, Inc., an educational non-profit organization under 
IRS code 501(c)(5) and registered as a Wisconsin Non-stock corporation hereinafter referred to 
as the Club; 
 
WHEREAS, the Club organizes and hosts an annual State Poultry Show (“Convention”); and 
 
WHEREAS, City is desirous of providing a facility for the Club to hold such Convention for three 
(3) consecutive years at Veteran Memorial Field Complex/Fairgrounds; 
 
WHEREAS, the initial term of this Agreement shall begin on the Agreement date above and end 
on October 31st, 2017. Either party may terminate the agreement by providing written notice to 
the other with a (1) one year notice of termination. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, IT IS HERBY AGREED by and between the City and Club the mutual 
covenants herein set forth as follows: 

1. This Agreement shall be for (3) calendar years, 2015, 2016, and 2017; either party may 
terminate this Agreement by providing a written notice to the other with (1) year notice. 
 

2. The specific dates and length of each Convention shall be mutually agreed upon 
between the City and Club, but is generally understood that such Conventions shall be 
held at the end of September or the beginning of October of each year for 3 consecutive 
days each. The set up for the show will be allowed the Saturday prior to the Convention 
dates. The buildings to be used as set forth in paragraph 3 below will be empty and any 
equipment located therein shall be removed by the City prior to set up day. Specific 
dates for each annual convention shall be established as early as possible however no 
later than May 1 of each year of this Contract. 
 

3. The Club shall be entitled to use the following buildings and area for its Convention: 
Building 6, 7, 8, Bidwell Building and the camping area. The Club may also use the Fair 
Office Building with approval of the Columbia County Fair Board.  
 

4. The Club will also be able to store a semi-trailer with supplies in the Ag Building for the 
balance of each year excluding those times when the Ag building is used for other 
events. It is the responsibility of the Club to move the trailer out of the building and to 
move it back in at the request of the City, provided at least (3) days’ notice is given by 
the City to the Club. 



5. The amount of rent the Club shall pay the City annually for the Convention and storage 
shall be as follows: 
 

2015    $2,000.00 
2016    $2,000.00 
2017    $2,000.00 

 
6. The rental payment shall be made to the City Treasurer no later than July 15 each year 

of this Agreement in which the Convention and storage occurs. 
 

7. The Club shall be responsible for cleaning up the buildings and grounds during and 
immediately after the show and to return them to the condition they were prior to the 
Convention and to keep the grounds free from debris and other materials resulting from 
the Convention. The Club shall be responsible for any damage to the buildings and 
grounds.  After the cleanup is completed, the City shall inspect the premises. If the 
premises are not cleaned up satisfactorily or damage is observed, the City shall clean up 
the premises and shall charge all cleanup and damage costs to the Club. Failure to pay 
cleanup/damage repair costs within (60) days may result in the imposition of a deposit 
for subsequent use under this Agreement or termination of the Agreement, at the City’s 
discretion.  
 

8. The Club shall be allowed to use the restroom facilities located at the Veteran’s 
Memorial Field for its show participants.  The City shall provide the restrooms to the 
Club fully supplied and clean. The Club shall be responsible for cleaning and repairing 
any damage to the restrooms upon completion of the Conventions.  If the restrooms are 
not cleaned up satisfactorily or damage is observed and not repaired, the City shall 
clean/repair the restrooms and shall charge all cleanup and damage costs to the Club. 
Failure to pay cleanup/damage repair costs within (60) days may result in the imposition 
of a deposit for subsequent use under this Agreement or termination of the Agreement, 
at the City’s discretion. If any additional restroom facilities are required, the Club shall 
be responsible for ordering and paying for those additional restrooms.  
 

9. The City shall be responsible for payment of all utility charges incurred by the Club in 
hosting the State Poultry Show. 
 

10. The Club shall provide the City of Portage a Certificate of Insurance no later than August 
1 each year of the Agreement with the City listed as an additional insured for the 
following minimum coverage limits: 



 
General Liability (per occurrence):   $1,000,000 
Personal & Advertising Injury:  $1,000,000 
Products-Completed Operations Aggregate: $1,000,000 
Damage to Premises Rented:   $   250,000 
Medial Expense:    $     10,000 
General Aggregate:    $2,000,000 
 

11. The Club shall provide their own insurance for the trailer and/or equipment stored in 
the Ag Building. 
 

12. The Club shall retain and make available upon request animal ID registration in 
compliance with the Wisconsin Livestock ID Consortium. They will also make available 
total number of registrants at the end of each year’s show.  

 

 DATED this _______ day of _________, 2014.  

 

City of Portage Wisconsin International 
Poultry Club, Inc. 

 
 ________________________   ________________________ 
 W F “Bill” Tierney, Mayor    Bill Krueger, President 
 115 W. Pleasant Street    7025 Center Rd 
 Portage, WI 53901     Manitowoc, WI 54220 
 
 
     

________________________    ________________________  
 Marie A. Moe, City Clerk    Airling D. Gunderson, Secretary 
          



August 6, 2014 
 
Dan Kramer, Portage Park and Recreation Manager 
 
Dan, 
 
I am in complete agreement with Sean Malone’s recommendation to the 
Park and Recreation Board to name the land around the Splash Pad 
“Gary O’Hearn Park” in honor of Gary O’Hearn.  Gary spent twenty years 
of his life there being an educator until John Muir School was built.   I am 
not going to be redundant in listing all of Gary’s accomplishments.  Sean 
did a great job doing that. 
 
Gary has spent his entire adult life involved with children and even in 
retirement is still involved.  The Splash Pad was his “baby” and he was 
so passionate about the project.  Gary was one of the founders of the 
Portage Service Club Association.  It was a way of getting our Service 
Clubs (Lions, Rotary, Optimist and Kiwanis) working together on 
projects.  The Splash Pad was a four-year project spearheaded by Gary.   
 
I had the honor from 1982 to 1994 having Gary for my boss. His number 
one goal was the students and we as parents are so thankful he was 
involved in our child’s education and safety.   During that time I 
accompanied the Safety Patrol groups to Washington, DC. with Gary.   I 
was in “awe” my first year at how organized and safe the trip was.  Gary 
was so proud that each year the trip got bigger.   
 
As you drive around town and look at all the parks and buildings named 
after someone, most of those were in memory of that person.  I totally 
agree with Sean that it would be a great honor to have that park area 
dedicated to Gary while he is able to enjoy the honor. 
 
I hope you will seriously consider naming that parcel of land the “Gary 
O’Hearn Park. 
 
Sincerely, 
Nancy Schaper 
717 Mooreland Circle 
Portage, WI  53901 
742-7242 







































 
2015 Project List 

 

    

1. Silver Lake Beach Parking Lot Retaining Wall   
2. Pine Meadow Tennis Court Pulverizing  
3. Lawton Shelter (Water and Sewer) 
4. ADA Woodchips  
5. Play Equipment @ Silver Lake Beach  
6. Silver Lake Beach Sand Retaining Wall 
7. Pauquette Playground Equipment 
8. Goodyear Park Playground Equipment 
9. Sanborn Park Playground Equipment 
10. Phase 2 of underground electric @ VMF 
11. 3rd Little League Field  
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