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City of Portage  
Common Council Committee of the Whole Meeting 

(This may constitute a meeting of the Park and Recreation Board as a 
quorum of members may be present, but no business of the Board will be 

taken up.) 
Council Chambers of City Municipal Building 

115 West Pleasant Street, Portage WI 
Tuesday, September 30, 2014, 7:00 p.m. 

Agenda 
 
 
1. Call to Order 
 
2. Roll Call 
 
3. Discussion and possible recommendation of proposed P.A.T.H.S. 

(Portage Area Trails and Heritage System) program 
 

4. Adjournment 
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MEMO 

 

TO:   Common Council 

FROM: Mayor Tierney 

DATE:  9/26/14 

Re:   Proposed PATHS Program 

 

Based upon staff evaluation (as summarized in Memo by Shawn Murphy dated 7/25/14) 
I wish to propose a PATHS funding program to get this decades old initiative launched 
with a stable funding source and a feasible completion projection. The City has 
analyzed, proposed, discussed and attempted a PATHS program since the 1990’s with 
limited success. The 2008 Comprehensive Plan cited the PATHS program as a 
transportation goal to implement. Divine Savior Hospital expressed a willingness to 
partner with the City to promote and financially assist with the development of the 
PATHS program. The DOT requires the provision of pedestrian facilities in the 
reconstruction of roadways when federal funding is utilized.  Obesity rates in this 
country are at their all-time highest. The time is right to commit to this program. 
 
The City faces several challenges in funding this program, financially, legally and 
operationally. Therefore, I am proposing consideration of a special use taxing district to 
provide adequate and stable funding for this program that will allow the City to borrow 
funds for the construction of the system without such debt counting against our general 
fund borrowing capacity and levy limits. In addition, the establishment of the PATHS 
funding mechanism will allow the City to demonstrate a structural commitment to 
funding and place itself in a better position for grant opportunities, donations, and other 
exploration of other complimentary sources of funding. 
 

Other possible sources of funding include exploration of a city vehicle registration fee or 
Wheel Tax. Wisconsin law allows a town, village, city or county to collect an annual 
vehicle registration fee (wheel tax) in addition to the regular annual registration fee paid 
for a vehicle. All vehicles with automobile registration or truck registration at 8,000 lbs. 
or less kept in the municipality or county are subject to the wheel tax. This includes 
most special license plates with automobile or truck registration. State law does not 
specify the amount of the wheel tax. However, the municipality or county must use all 
revenue from the wheel tax for transportation related purposes. Currently the DOT 
collects the following wheel taxes: 
 

City of Beloit ($10) 
City of Janesville ($10) 
City of Milwaukee ($20) 
St. Croix County ($10) 
 

Grant funding is also possible through the following state and federally funded 
programs: 
Transportation Enhancement (TE) 
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Bicycle & Pedestrian Facilities Program (BPFP) 
Safe Routes to School Program (SRTS) 
Recreation Trail Aids (RTA) 
 
Enclosed is a proposed PATHS map and background analysis. This will be presented 
and discussed in more detail at the Committee of the Whole. 
 

Cc: S. Murphy 

 D. Kremer 

 J. Mohr 

 B. Redelings 

 E. Salmon 

 S. Sobiek 

 J. Spankowski 
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MASTER PLAN
CITY OF PORTAGE

COLUMBIA COUNTY, WI

September 26, 2014
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