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City of Portage 
Legislative & Regulatory Committee Meeting 

Monday, March 2, 2015, 7:00 p.m.   
City Municipal Building, 115 West Pleasant Street 

Conference Room One  
Minutes 

 
Members Present:  Rita A. Maass, Chairperson; Mike Charles, Mary E. 
Hamburg, Martin Havlovic, Jeffrey F. Monfort 
 
Also present:  City Clerk Moe, Administrator Murphy, Deputy Clerk Ness, Myron 
Shannon-Portage Elks Lodge No. 675 
 
Media Present: Craig Sauer from Portage Daily Register, Bill Welsh from CATV 
 
 
1. Roll call 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Maass at 7:00 p.m. 
 
2. Approval of minutes from previous meeting 

Motion by Charles, second by Hamburg to approve minutes from the 
January 21, 2015 meeting. Motion passed 4-0 on call of roll with Havlovic 
abstaining. 
 

3. Discussion and possible recommendation on change of agent for 
205 Vino, LLC Class B Combination License  - Jessica Asch 
Committee reviewed the application.  Motion by Havlovic, second by 
Charles to recommend to council approval of change of agent for 205 
Vino, LLC Class B Combination License – Jessica Asch.  Motion carried 
unanimously on call of roll. 
 

4. Discussion and possible recommendation on Class B Combination 
License application for Portage Elks Lodge No. 675, Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks of the United States of America, Inc., Myron 
T. Shannon Jr., agent (201 West Conant Street) 
Committee reviewed the application. Mr. Shannon explained the Elks 
Lodge changed their structure to incorporate per a national request for all 
lodges.  Motion by Charles, second by Monfort to recommend to council 
approval of a Class B Combination License to Portage Elks Lodge No. 
675, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of the United States of 
America, Inc., Myron T. Shannon Jr., agent (201 West Conant Street).  
Motion carried unanimously on call of roll. 
 

5. Discussion and possible recommendation on ordinance regarding 
commercial garbage collection 
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This came from Municipal Services to update. Maass stated concern with 
62-35(a) regarding commercial location declines to participate…for a 
period of 30 days consecutive or longer...shall be discontinued 
permanently at that location.  Suggestion was made to change location to 
establishment with the understanding if a business is put up for sale, the 
new establishment will have the option for collection. Administrator 
Murphy explained only a single 95-gallon container will be allowed with a 
second cart to be purchased from Columbia County if needed.  
Recyclables will not be offered to commercial.  Administrator Murphy 
stated this is the first step of the process.   Motion by Hamburg, second by 
Monfort to recommend to council approval of ordinance regarding 
commercial garbage collection with change of location to establishment.  
Motion carried unanimously on call of roll. 
 

6. Discussion and possible recommendation on ordinance regarding 
one-way alleys 
Administrator Murphy stated this stemmed from an officer citing a driver 
going the wrong way on a signed alley but the alley wasn’t included in the 
ordinance.  Alleys have been numbered for the ease of locating as there 
are some instances where multiple alleys are on the same street and this 
ordinance is consistent with that number system.  Update includes two 
alleys previously not included in the ordinance.  Motion by Charles, 
second by Hamburg to recommend to Council ordinance regarding one-
way alleys.  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll. 
  

7. Discussion and possible recommendation on ordinance regarding 
uncontrolled intersections 
Administrator Murphy explained this was recommended by the Public 
Works Director after review of unmarked intersections.  Committee 
reviewed locations of proposed signs.  Maass stated concern of 
Winnebago Avenue suggesting stop signs be placed at both intersections 
to Hiawatha Avenue.  The committee reviewed the location and stated the 
hill off of New Pinery Road causes confusion and can be a blind spot.  The 
traffic patterns can be very busy in this neighborhood as was agreed by 
Deputy Clerk Ness.  No action was taken and the area including 
Winnebago Avenue will be reviewed and information will be brought to 
next meeting. 
 
 

8. Adjournment 
Motion by Hamburg, second by Monfort to adjourn.  Motion carried 
unanimously on call of roll at 7:36 p.m. 
 
 
Rebecca C. Ness 
Deputy City Clerk 
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