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City of Portage Common Council Meeting 
Council Chambers of City Municipal Building 

115 West Pleasant Street, Portage WI 
Annual Business Meeting – 7:00 p.m. 

April 21, 2015 
Agenda 

 
 
1. Call to Order 
 
2. Roll Call 
 
3. Pledge of Allegiance 

 
4. Approval of Agenda 
 
5. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

 
6. Committee Reports 

A. Finance/Administration Committee, April 9, 2015 (taken up at the 
 Common Council meeting of April 9, 2015) 
 

7. Approve the minutes of the above meeting as recorded by City   
Clerk 

 
8. Motion to adjourn Sine Die 
 

New Council 
 
1. Install newly elected officials – Clerk administers oath to new officials 
  
2. Roll Call of New Council 
 
3. Standing Rules of the Council  

A. Resolution No. 14-025 relative to City Council Operation 
 
4. Election by the Council of President of the Council, one year term to April   

2016, Dodd now in (This election can be by secret ballot and Mayor 
appoints tellers.) 

 
5. Standing Committees of the Council – appointed by Mayor 
 
6. Elections by the Council 
 A. Council Member to Plan Commission 
  Charles now in (2/3 vote needed) 
 B. City Attorney 
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7. Appointments by Mayor – confirmed by Council vote 
 A. Airport Commission 
 B. Board of Zoning Appeals 

C. Cable TV Commission 
 D. Columbia County Economic Development Corporation Board 
 E. Community Development Authority 

F. Community Development Block Grant Committee 
 G. Economic Development Loan Fund Committee 
 H. EMS Advisory Board 
 I. Emergency Planning Committee 

J. Historic Preservation Commission 
K.  Library Board 

 L. Park and Recreation Board 
M. Plan Commission 
N. Police and Fire Commission 
O. Steering Committee for Veterans Memorial Field 
P. Tourism Promotion Commission  
Q. Board of Review 
 

8. Mayor’s Comments 
A. Department Head Updates 
B. Representative Considine attending June meeting 

 
9. Adjournment 
 



Page 1 of 3 

 
Common Council Proceedings 

City of Portage 
 

Regular Meeting 
Council Chambers       April 9, 2015 
City Municipal Building      7:00 p.m. 
 
 
1. Call to Order 

Mayor Tierney called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
2. Roll Call 

Present:  Ald. Charles, Dodd, Hamburg, Havlovic, Klapper, Kutzke, Lynn, 
Maass, Montfort 
 
Also Present:  Mayor Tierney, City Clerk Moe, City Administrator Murphy, 
City Attorney Spankowski, Manager of Parks and Recreation Kremer, 
Police Chief Manthey 
 
Media Present: Craig Sauer from Portage Daily Register, Bill Welsh from 
Cable TV 

 
3. Pledge of Allegiance 

The Pledge of Allegiance was said. 
 

4. Approval of Agenda 
Council will not adjourn Sine Die as there are committee meetings 
scheduled next week.   
 
The Airport Commission minutes have been updated as Ald. Klapper was 
not present, but excused. 
 
Ald. Klapper requested that the AdHoc Canal Committee meeting minutes 
of March 9, 2015 be removed from the consent agenda.  The minutes will 
be taken up under committee reports. 

 
5. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

Motion by Klapper, second by Charles to approve the minutes of the 
March 26, 2015 Common Council meeting.  Motion carried unanimously 
on call of roll. 
 

6. Tree City USA presentation 
 Elizabeth Dierickx, representing the DNR urban forestry program, was  
 present to present the City with the Tree City USA 20 year designation.   
 Nine (9) saplings will be planted in the city representing each district. 
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7. Consent Agenda 

Reports of Sub-Committees, Boards, and Commissions 
Business Improvement District Board of Directors meeting of March 11,  
  2015 
Library Board meeting of March 16, 2015 
Airport Commission of March 26, 2015 

 
 Motion by Dodd, second by Maass to accept the reports on the consent 

agenda.  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll. 
 

License Applications 
Taxi Cab Operator license application for Adele M. Ohlin.  
 
Motion by Dodd, second by Maass to approve the license application as 
presented.  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll. 
 

8. Committee Reports 
Finance/Administration Committee meeting of April 9, 2015 
Motion by Dodd, second by Lynn to approve claims in the amount of 
$984.657.12. Motion carried unanimously on call of roll. 
 
AdHoc Canal Committee meeting of March 9, 2015 
Ald. Klapper questioned why the State required the city to cancel the grant 
for the Welcome Center after the city declined the bids submitted.  The 
terms of the grant allowed the city three (3) years to complete the project.  
City Administrator Murphy has contacted the State for clarification. 
 

9. Old Business 
None. 
 

10. New Business  
Resolutions 
Resolution No. 15-024 relative to Opposing Elimination of Local 
Government Property Insurance Fund was read and adopted unanimously 
on motion by Dodd, second by Charles and call of roll. 

 
Mayor’s Comments 
Mayor Tierney commented that he has seen many flags in a state of  
disrepair; and requested that residents check their flags and remove 
 those in poor condition and dispose of properly. 
 
The second annual spring clean-up is scheduled for Earth Day, April 22nd;  
and will take place at Sunset Park, the Library, and Sanborn Park.  It is a  
collaborative effort between the City, volunteers and Portage Pride. 
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There will be a second meeting in April on April 23rd.  The annual  
reorganizational meeting will be held April 21st. 

 
City Administrator’s Report 
Citizens can find information for the city from the website, Facebook, and  
the new brochure of recreation programs. 

  
11. Approve the minutes of the above meeting as recorded by City Clerk 

This item was removed as the Council will not be adjourning Sine Die at 
this meeting. 
 

12. Adjournment 
Motion by Dodd, second by Charles to adjourn.  Motion carried 
unanimously on call of roll at 7:18 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
Marie A. Moe, WCPC, MMC 
City Clerk 
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City of Portage 
Finance/Administration Committee Meeting 

Thursday, April 9, 2015 6:45 p.m. 
City Municipal Building, 115 West Pleasant Street 

Conference Room One 
Minutes 

 
Members: Rick Dodd, Chairperson; Mike Charles, Martin Havlovic, Doug Klapper, 
Richard Lynn 
 
Also Present:  Finance Director Mohr; CATV Bill Welsh; Craig Sauer from Daily Register 
 
 
 

1. Roll call 
Chairperson Dodd called the meeting to order at 6:45 p.m. 

 
2. Approval of minutes from March 12, 2015. 

Motion by Klapper, second by Havlovic to approve the minutes from March 12, 
2015.  Motion carried 5-0 on call of roll. 

  
3. Discussion and possible recommendation on claims. 

Mohr highlighted a few of the larger dollar claims.  
Motion by Klapper, second by Charles to approve the claims in the amount of 
$984,657.12.  Motion carried 5-0 on call of roll. 
 

4. Adjournment. 
Motion by Charles, second by Dodd to adjourn the meeting at 6:52 pm.  Motion 
carried unanimously on call of roll. 

 
 
 
Submitted by Jean Mohr, Finance Director 



RESOLUTION NO. 15-025 
 

RESOLUTION RELATIVE TO CITY COUNCIL OPERATION 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Portage is bound by the 

Rules of Procedures, as set forth in detail in Chapter 2 of the Code of Ordinances 

of the City of Portage, such ordinances covering the council procedure and/or 

organization; 

 AND WHEREAS, at the annual reorganizational meeting of the Common 

Council on the 3rd Tuesday of April, as established by State law, it becomes 

necessary to reaffirm Chapter 2 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Portage 

in detail; 

 AND WHEREAS, in order to save time and money and to avoid publishing 

such ordinance in detail, it is now the decision of the Common Council that they 

adopt such Rules by Resolution, as previously amended; 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Common 

Council of the City of Portage that the council for the years 2015-2016 does 

hereby adopt Chapter 2 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Portage as it 

has been printed in full, subject to any further amendment thereto, thus 

reaffirming said ordinance in detail, copies of such having been attached hereto 

and made a part hereof by reference. 

 BE IT HEREBY FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Common Council of the 

City of Portage that they shall, and are hereby bound, by Chapter 2 of the Code 

of Ordinances for the ensuing year, subject to any further amendment thereto. 

DATED this 21st day of April, 2015. 

 

      __________________________ 
      W.F. “Bill” Tierney, Mayor 

 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Marie A. Moe, WCPC, MMC, City Clerk 
 
 
Resolution requested by: 
City Clerk 
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Mayoral Appointments - 2015 
 
Standing Committees 
Finance/Administration Committee 
Rick Dodd, Chairperson 
Mike Charles 
Martin Havlovic 
Doug Klapper 
Richard Lynn 
 
Human Resources Committee 
Rick Dodd 
Mary E. Hamburg 
Martin Havlovic 
Doug Klapper 
Rita A. Maass 
Bill Tierney, Chairperson 

 
Legislative and Regulatory Committee 
Rita A. Maass, Chairperson 
Mike Charles 
Mary E. Hamburg 
Martin Havlovic 
Jeffrey F. Monfort 
 
Municipal Services and Utilities Committee  
Doug Klapper, Chairperson 
Rick Dodd 
Mary E. Hamburg 
Jeffrey F. Monfort 
William A. Kutzke 
 
 
Boards, Commissions and Committees 
Airport Commission 
Rita A. Maass, Alderperson and Chairperson 
Doug Klapper, Alderperson 
William A Kutzke, Alderperson 
Barry Erath, Citizen 
 
Board of Zoning Appeals 
Mike Mulhern, Citizen 
Dave Carlson, Chairperson 
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Cable TV Commission 
Mary E. Hamburg, Alderperson  
Richard Lynn, Alderperson 
Jeffrey F. Monfort, Alderperson 
Jeremy Rusch, Citizen and Chairperson 
William P. Welsh, Citizen 
Gary Knebel, Representative of School District appointed by school  

 
Columbia County Economic Development Corporation Board 
Steven Sobiek 
 
Community Development Authority 
Martin Havlovic, Alderperson  
William A. Kutzke, Alderperson 
James Grothman, Citizen 
 
Community Development Block Grant Committee 
Rick Dodd, Alderperson and Chairperson 
Mike Charles, Alderperson 
Martin Havlovic, Alderperson 
Doug Klapper, Alderperson 
Richard Lynn, Alderperson  

 
Economic Development Loan Fund Committee 
Carolyn Hamre,Plan Commission member  
Kim Dorn, Community member 
Michael Decker, Local development corporation member  
Dave Gunderson, Chamber of Commerce member   
Nita Bortz, Local banking community member   
Jeff Davis, Accountant 
Jean Mohr, Chairperson 
 
EMS Advisory Board 
Rick Dodd, Finance/Administration Committee Chairperson  
 
Emergency Planning Committee 
Mike Hudgens, Member of Fire Department designated by Fire Chief  
Keith Klafke, Member of Police Department designated by Police Chief 
Jon Erdmann, Hospital Emergency Medical Services Coordinator 
Charles Poches, School Administrator or designee appointed by School  
 Administrator 
Pat Beghin, County Emergency Management Director or designee appointed by  
 County  

Tom Meierhoff, Railroad Administrator  



Page 3 of 3 
 

 
 
Historic Preservation Commission 
Doug Klapper, Alderperson and Chairperson 
______________________, Registered architect, if available in the City 
______________________, Historian 
Kristen Droste, Licensed real estate broker  
Marlena Cavanaugh, Citizen  
Erin Foley, Citizen 
Gayle Mack, Citizen 
Stephanie Miller-Lamb, Citizen 
Ian Dumbleton, Citizen 
 
Library Board 
Brenda Blohm, Citizen 
Eleanor Voigt, Citizen 
 
Park and Recreation Board 
Brian Zirbes, Chairperson 

 
Plan Commission 
Brian Zirbes, Park and Recreation Chairperson   
Carolyn Hamre, Citizen   
 
Police and Fire Commission 
Jeynell Boeck, Citizen 
 
Steering Committee for Veterans Memorial Field 
Doug Klapper, Municipal Services and Utilities Committee Chairperson 
 
Tourism Promotion Committee 
Martin Havlovic,   Alderperson and Chairperson 
Rick Dodd,  Alderperson who represents the district that contains the most  
 hotel/motel rooms in city 
Dawn Schneller, Represent Wisconsin hotel and motel industry 
Carole LaVigne, City of Portage business community 
Chad Stevenson, City of Portage business community 

 
Board of Review 
Rick Dodd, Finance/Administration Committee Chairperson  
Doug Klapper, Municipal Services and Utilities Chairperson 
_____________________,     Common Council President (if chair of   
     Finance/Administration or Municipal Services,  
     than one alternate takes place) 
Mark Jankowski, Building Inspector 
Dave Carlson, Citizen, Alternate 
Michael Paul, Citizen, Alternate 
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