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City of Portage 
Board of Zoning Appeals 
Monday, August 3, 2015 

Municipal Building, Conference Room Two 
Minutes 

 
 
Members Present: Dave Carlson; Adam Field; Mike Paul; Mike Mulhern; Jeff Wetzel 
 
Members Absent: Traci Bartels; Ryan Jahn, alternate 
 
Also Present: Jeremy Biehl, CESA 5; James Grothman, Grothman & Associates; Michael Bortz, 
property owner; Ken Jahn, Two River Signs                                                                                                
 
1. Public hearing – convened at 5:20pm 

 
2. Call to order – following public hearing, the determination meeting was called to order at 

5:31pm by Chairman Carlson. 
 

3. Roll call – roll was taken with the above members present. 
 

4. Approval of minutes from previous meetings – motion to approve as corrected by 
Mulhern, 2nd by Wetzel.  Reference to “Mr. Adams” in the minutes should correctly be listed 
as Mr. Field.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
5. The application for CESA 5 Parcel 2464.B, 626 East Slifer Street, Portage, Columbia 

County, Wisconsin for a variance to Chapter 90, Article II, Section 90-33 (5) for 
exceeding the minimum street side setbacks on East Slifer Street of 30 feet. The 
property is zoned B 1 Neighborhood Business. 

 
Said variance will allow a ground sign approximately 12 feet from the street side right 
of way on East Slifer Street, a variance of 18 feet. 
 
Applicant Jeremy Biehl, from CESA 5, and Ken Jahn, Two River Signs, presented the 
variance request to the committee.  Variance would allow CESA 5 to place a new sign as a 
result of losing their previous one because of sidewalk and road work on the corner of 
Hamilton and E. Slifer St.  The new sign would be placed farther back from the corner of Slifer 
and Hamilton than the old one.  Will be an unlighted ground sign.  Because that portion of 
Slifer St. curves inward needs to be placed close enough for visibility. 
 
Motion made by Field to approve the variance request, 2nd by Mulhern.  Passed, 5-0. 

 
6. The application for Mike Bortz, 613 W. Cook St., Parcel 1858, City of Portage, Columbia 

County, Wisconsin is for a variance to Chapter 90, Article II, Section 90-29 (5) for 
exceeding the minimum side yard setback of 4 feet. The property is zoned R-3 Single 
Family and Two Family Residential. 

 
Said variance will allow the construction of an addition to an existing detached garage 
to within 1 foot of the side lot line, a variance of 3 feet. 
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Applicant Mike Bortz presented variance request.  Variance would allow him to add a small 
addition onto existing garage.  New addition would not encroach farther than existing 
structure, which is structurally in sound condition.  Neighboring owner did not testify at the 
hearing and according to Mr. Bortz had no objections to the variance request.  It is his intent 
to include gutters and downspouts on the addition to prevent runoff onto neighboring property. 
 
Motion made by Field to amend the request to add the condition that the garage addition have 
gutter and downspout along the roof to direct water away from the neighboring property, 2nd 
by Wetzel.  Motion passed, 5-0. 
 
Motion made by Mulhern to approve the variance request as amended; 2nd by Paul.  Passed, 
5-0. 

 
7. Adjournment – meeting adjourned at 5:42pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Adam R. Field 
Secretary 


