
City of Portage 
Tourism Promotion Committee Meeting 
Tuesday, September 1, 2015, 5:30 pm 

City Municipal Building, 115 West Pleasant Street 
Conference Room One 

Agenda 
 
 

Members: Marty Havlovic, Chairperson; Rick Dodd, Carole LaVigne, Dawn 
Schneller, Chad Stevenson 
 
1. Roll call 
 
2. Approval of minutes from previous meeting 
 
3. Public comment 
 
4. Discussion and action on claims submitted 
 
5. Discussion and actions on various marketing proposals by Portage Area  
           Chamber of Commerce in 2015 budget 
 
6. 2016 budget deliberations 
 
7. Next meeting date to be determined 
 
8. Adjournment 
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 City of Portage  
Tourism Promotion Committee Meeting  

Tuesday, August 4, 2015, 5:30pm  
City Municipal Building, 115 West Pleasant Street  

Conference Room One  
Minutes 

 
Members Present: Marty Havlovic, Rick Dodd & Carole LaVigne   
Members Excused: Dawn Schneller & Chad Stevenson  
Others Present: Marianne Hanson, Russ Shaw, Michele Abler, Sherry Bornick, Lisa 

Renier Thomas, Vietta Kampen 
 
1. Roll call  
 The meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm by chairperson Marty Havlovic 
 
2. Approval of minutes from previous meeting  
Motion by Carole, second by Rick to approve the previous minutes.  Motion carried 
unanimously on the roll call of 3-0.  
 
3. Public comment  
None 
 
4. Discussion and action on claims submitted  
A motion was made by Carole, second by Rick to approve claims as submitted in the 
amount of $30,236.00.  Motion carried unanimously on the roll call of 3-0.  
  
5. Discussion and actions on various marketing proposals by Portage Area  
Chamber of Commerce in 2015 budget  
Discussion on getting students involved at yearly events to conduct impact surveys that 
the committee could review for future use.  
 
Discussion on murals and two new ones will be completed in 2015.  One on the Wilz 
Drug building and one on the foundation of the area of the former Hill Ford building in 
downtown.  A motion was made by Rick, second by Carole to approve $1500 toward 
the projects, as long as the mural on the Wilz Drug building is approved by the City with 
the new proposed changes to the sign ordinance. Motion carried unanimously on the 
roll call of 3-0.   
 
Discussion on bicycle loops and the impact we are seeing.  We have distributed 30,000 
maps over the past 2 years.  Another map is scheduled to be produced for 2016 with 
business advertising spaces.  A motion was made by Carole, second by Rick to 
approve $600 toward the bicycling loops with a report back to the committee on how the 
ad sales progress. Motion carried unanimously on the roll call of 3-0.   
 
6. Reports on tourism activities by organizations receiving funds in 2015 
- Marianne gave a report on Concert in the Park Independence Celebration that was 
held on July 3.  Great attendance both at the Concert and the fireworks had people 
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watching from multiple areas including a packed HWY 33 bridge area. The downtown 
walking tours have concluded and they were held once a month June – August, with 
close to 20 people attending over the summer.   
- Russ gave a report on the Columbia County Fair that was held July 22-26.  Great 
attendance and sold out grandstand shows with the Rodeo.  Increased attendance from 
previous years.  They will be looking for a new activity for Sunday.   
- Lisa gave a report on the Historic Indian Agency House.  They have not asked for 
funds that were set aside for a possible sign.  Marty asked her to let the committee 
know if they will not be requesting the funds.  Rick asked her to make sure she checks 
with Steve Sobiek about proposed changes to the new sign ordinance. 
- Michele gave a report on Surgeons Quarters.  Canal Days was successful for them 
even though it did rain.  Flag Day in June had good efforts for getting people to attend.  
They will be having a Harvest Day on October 14 with descendants from the builders of 
the Surgeons Quarters site at the event.    
-Vietta gave a report on the Curling Club.  Previous year activities went well and they 
received comments that the Portage Club organizes the best level bonspiels.  They are 
trying for a men’s event this coming season.  They hope to split a Junior Bonspiel into 
24 competitive teams.  The Pardeeville Lions Club hosted their bonspiel here in Portage 
with 32 teams and many stayed at hotels locally.  They are working on fundraising for a 
new roof and dehumidification for the building. 
 
 
7. Beginning discussion and deliberation on 2016 budget 
Requests for 2016 will be due to the committee on August 31, 2015.  At the next 
meeting the committee will look at discussing advertising for 2016.   
 
8. Next meeting date to be determined  
September 1st at 5:30pm.     
 

9. Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:25pm with a motion by Rick, second by Carole.  Motion 
carried unanimously on the roll call of 3-0. 

 
Minutes submitted by Marianne Hanson 
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