
City of Portage 
Legislative & Regulatory Committee Meeting 

Monday, December 7, 2015, 7:00 p.m.   
City Municipal Building, 115 West Pleasant Street 

Conference Room One  
Agenda 

 
 

Members: Rita A. Maass, Chairperson; Mike Charles, Mary E. Hamburg, Martin 
Havlovic, Jeffrey F. Monfort 
 
 
1. Roll call 
 
2. Approval of minutes from previous meeting. 

 
3. Discussion and possible recommendation on status of DeWitts End LLC 

alcohol license 
 

4. Discussion and possible recommendation on change of agent for Kwik 
Trip, Inc., Kwik Trip 653, 1223 East Wisconsin Street, Class “A” 
Fermented Malt Beverage and “Class A” Cider License – Michael J. 
Larkins 
 

5. Discussion and possible recommendation on Class B Combination 
License application for Jack’s Tap, LLC, 1207 Dunn Street, Tara 
Glendenning, agent 
 

6. Discussion and possible recommendation on revisions to Class A alcohol 
license ordinance. 
 

7. Discussion and possible recommendation for no parking area in the 100 
block of West Franklin Street 
 

8. Adjournment 
 

Rita A. Maass, Chairperson 
 
If you require special accommodations for a meeting, please contact the City 
Clerk’s Office at 608-742-2176, no later than 48 hours prior to the meeting. 
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City of Portage 
Legislative & Regulatory Committee Meeting 

Monday, November 2, 2015, 7:00 p.m.  
City Municipal Building, 115 West Pleasant Street 

Conference Room One 
Minutes 

 
Members Present:  Rita A. Maass, Chairperson; Mike Charles, Mary E. Hamburg, 
Martin Havlovic  
 
Excused: Jeffrey F. Monfort 
 
Also present: City Clerk Moe, Administrator Murphy, Deputy Clerk Ness, City Attorney 
Spankowski, Mayor Tierney, J. Daniel Daley, Alderperson Richard Lynn  
 
Media Present: Craig Sauer from Daily Register 
 
1. Roll call 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Maass at 7:00 p.m.   
 

2. Approval of minutes from previous meeting 
Motion by Charles, second by Hamburg to approve minutes from October 5, 2015 
meeting.  Motion carried unanimously with call of roll. 

 
3. Discussion and possible recommendation on revisions to Class A alcohol 

license ordinance 
Administrator Murphy reviewed proposed revisions to the ordinance that had 
previously been presented. After reviewing the Janesville ordinance with City 
Attorney Spankowski determination was made it’s not a good fit for Portage.  
Attorney Spankowski stated the ordinance is quite complex with rules and 
exceptions to the rules.  Case law provides municipalities cannot deny free trade.  
Discussion ensued regarding looking at each application on an individual case and 
not having a number limit in the ordinance.  Alderperson Lynn stated the number of 
liquor stores in Portage are most likely adequate but if a store came to town selling 
items which included liquor and it was determined the other items would be a benefit 
for Portage, then that application should definitely be reviewed.  Maass stated the 
intention wasn’t to require prospective businesses to go through the appeal process 
to change the ordinance each time there is a new application if in fact all the licenses 
are issued.  She also reminded the committee if in fact there were more licenses 
added by a specific number or if no number at all, each application would be 
reviewed with the guidelines already put in place and not just granted automatically.  
J. Daley spoke in favor of the Janesville ordinance.  Mayor Tierney stated if there is 
no number in the ordinance, the guidelines and the economy would determine what 
the city can properly support.  Staff was requested to draft an ordinance with no 
number and having the guidelines used for determination. 
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4. Discussion and possible recommendation on revisions to Fire Prevention 
ordinance 
Administrator Murphy reviewed the proposed ordinance and stated it had been 
reviewed by the Fire Chief.  The ordinance was updated to include commercially 
manufactured portable fireplaces which have become very popular and to update 
language for current times.  Motion by Havlovic second by Charles to recommend to 
Council Ordinance relative to Fire Prevention as presented.  Discussion ensued 
regarding the provisions noted to allow burning with a burning permit and it was 
determined outdoor recreational also needs to be included in the provisions, and 
wood rubbish needs to have a comma in (a)(2) to match (a)(1).  Motion and second 
withdrawn.  Motion by Havlovic second by Charles to recommend to Council 
Ordinance relative to Fire Prevention with noted changes.  Motion carried 
unanimously on call of roll. 
 

5. Adjournment 
Motion by Charles, second by Hamburg to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously on 
call of roll at 8:17 p.m. 

 
 
Rebecca C. Ness 
Deputy City Clerk 
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ORDINANCE NO. 15-011 
 

ORDINANCE RELATIVE TO BUSINESS LICENSES 
 

Chapter 14, Article II Alcoholic Beverages 

The following Sections are hereby repealed and recreated to read as follows: 

Sec. 14-52.  Classes of licenses. 
(a) Retail "Class A" intoxicating liquor license.  The number of these licenses shall be 

limited to six. If territory is annexed to the city, the number of these licenses shall be 
increased by the number of these licenses in the annexed territory. 

(b) Retail "Class B" intoxicating liquor license. 
(c) Class "A" fermented malt beverage retailer's license. There shall be a limit of ten 

total licenses of this type issued, six of which shall be issued in conjunction with a 
retail "Class A" intoxicating liquor license and the remaining four of which shall be 
available for issue on a separate basis. If territory is annexed to the city, the number 
of these licenses shall be increased by the number of these licenses in the annexed 
territory. 

Sec. 14-55. - Approval of application. 
(a) Each license application except for temporary Class B beer and wine licenses shall be 

forwarded to the legislative and regulatory committee for examination and 
recommendation to the common council for approval or rejection. In the case of 
temporary Class B beer and wine licenses, the city clerk shall have the authority to 
approve the license if no disqualifying information is provided by the chief of police. If 
such disqualifying information is provided by the chief of police and the license 
application is denied, that denied temporary Class B beer and wine license shall be 
referred to the legislative and regulatory committee for examination and 
recommendation to the common council for approval or rejection. 

(b) No license shall be granted for operation on any premises or with any equipment for 
which taxes, assessments, forfeitures or other financial claims of the city are delinquent 
and unpaid. 

(c) Right to premises. No applicant will be considered without having the right to possession 
of the premises described in the application for the license period, by lease or by deed. 

(d) No license shall be issued unless the premises conform to the sanitary, safety and 
health requirements of the state building code, and the regulations of the state board of 
health applicable to restaurants. The premises must be properly lighted and ventilated, 
must be equipped with separate sanitary toilet and lavatory facilities equipped with 
running water for each sex and must conform to all ordinances of the city. Licensed 
premises located outside shall have fencing, screening or other barrier pursuant to 14-
59(3). 

(e) Consideration for the granting or denial of a license will be based on: 
(1) The financial responsibility of the applicant; 
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(2) The appropriateness of the location and the premises where the licensed business 
is to be conducted; and 

(3) Generally, the applicant's fitness for the trust to be reposed. 
(4) Providing false, incomplete or inaccurate information on license application form(s). 
(5) Evaluation of the application using the “Guidelines For Use In Granting & 

Denial of Class A Liquor Licenses” as approved by Legislative and 
Regulatory Committee. 

 
    
All other sections shall remain as previously adopted. This Ordinance shall take 
effect upon passage and publication thereof. 
 
Passed this _____th day of  ______________, 2015. 
 
 
      ______________________________ 
      W.F. “Bill” Tierney, Mayor 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________  
Marie A. Moe, WCPC, MMC, City Clerk 
 
First and second readings:  
Published: 
 
 
 
Ordinance requested by: 
Legislative and Regulatory Committee  
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