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City of Portage Common Council Meeting 
Council Chambers of City Municipal Building 

115 West Pleasant Street, Portage, WI 
Public Hearing – 7:00 p.m. 

Regular Meeting – Immediately following the Public Hearing, approximately 
7:05 p.m. 

November 22, 2016 
Agenda 

 
Public Hearing – 6:50 p.m. 
Proposed 2017 Budget 
 
Regular Meeting – Immediately following the Public Hearing, approximately 7:05 
p.m.  

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Roll Call 
 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

4. Approval of Agenda 
 

5. Minutes of Previous Meeting 
 

6. Consent Agenda 
A. Reports of Sub-Committees, Boards, and Commissions 

1. Park and Recreation Board, November 1, 2016 
2. Finance/Administration Committee, November 7, 2016 and 

November 14, 2016 
3. Legislative and Regulatory Committee, November 7, 2016 
4. Library Board, November 8, 2016 
5. Municipal Services and Utilities Committee, November 9, 2016 
6. Police and Fire Commission, November 15, 2016 

 
B. License Applications 

1. Operator 
2. Taxi Cab Operator 

7. Old Business 
A. Ordinances 

1. Ordinance No. 16-016 relative to Taxation 
 

8. New Business 
A. Ordinances 

1. Ordinance No. 16-011 relative to Miscellaneous Offenses 
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B. Resolutions 

1. Resolution No. 16-057 relative to Adopting 2017 Budget and Tax 
Levy 

2. Resolution No. 16-058 relative to Final Amended Resolution 
Authorizing Public Improvement and Levying Special Assessments 
Against Benefited Property in Portage, Wisconsin (2016 Street and 
Utility Improvements) 
 

C. Consideration of recommendation and report from Legislative and 
Regulatory Committee on Brenda Brissette appeal of vicious animal 
declaration  
 

D. Consideration of recommendation on Operator License for Stephanie 
C. Brissette 

 
E. Consideration of recommendation for award of consultants for the USH 

51 streetscape project 
 

F. Consideration of recommendation for Property Tax Collection 
Agreement  

 
G. Resignations – Business Improvement District Board of Directors 

1. Dennis Rupers 
2. Shane Schmidt 
 

H. Mayor’s Comments 
1. 2017 Election 
2. Body Camera Policy 
 

F. City Administrator Report 
1. Schedule for remainder of the year 

 
9. Adjournment 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The meeting location is handicap accessible.  If you need reasonable 
accommodations due to a disability, please contact the City Clerk at 608-742-
2176 no later than 48 hours prior to the meeting 
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Common Council Proceedings 
City of Portage 

 
Regular Meeting 
Council Chambers      November 10, 2016 
City Municipal Building     7:00 p.m. 

 
 

1. Call to Order 
Mayor Dodd called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 
2. Roll Call 

Present:  Ald. Charles, Hahn, Hamburg, Klapper, Kutzke, Maass, Monfort 
 
Excused:  Ald. Havlovic, Nachreiner 
 
Also Present:  Mayor Dodd, City Clerk Moe, City Administrator Murphy, 
City Attorney Spankowski, Director of Public Works/Utilities Manager 
Jahncke, Police Chief Manthey 
 
Media Present: Noah Vernau from Portage Daily Register, Bill Welsh from 
Cable TV 
 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 
4. Approval of Agenda 

No changes. 
 

5. Minutes of Previous Meeting 
 Motion by Klapper, second by Charles to approve minutes of the  
 October 27, 2016 Common Council meeting.  Motion carried on call of roll. 
 

6. Department Report – Municipal Court 
Municipal Court Judge Pulsfus reported on court activities:  There is an 
average of approximately 2200 cases each year, and that will be 
surpassed this year.  Court Clerk Wilcox gave a presentation to 
colleagues on the State Collection Agency.  The Court is looking into auto 
bill pay.  There will be more of a focus on collection efforts now that data is 
being merged with the state program, instead of being manually entered.  
The Court has instituted a community service program. 

 
7. Consent Agenda 

A. Reports of Sub-Committees, Boards, and Commissions 
Finance/Administration Committee meeting of October 24, 2016 
AdHoc Canal Committee meeting of October 25, 2016 



 

Page 2 of 3 
 

Emergency Planning Committee meeting of October 26, 2016 
Historic Preservation Commission meeting of November 2, 2016 
 
Motion by Maass, second by Hahn to accept the reports on the 
consent agenda.  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll. 

 
B. License Applications 

Operator license applications for Connie S. Balsiger, Shelley A. Buss, 
Taylor M. Hawley, Leslie Wheeler, and Hallie L Wiersum. 

 
Motion by Maass, second by Hamburg to approve the license  
applications as presented.  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll. 

 
8. New Business 

A. Resolutions 
Resolution No. 16-056 relative to Amending Resolution No. 16-049 
Relative to Final Resolution Discontinuing that Portion of Huron Street 
Lying Between Townsend Street and Coit Street, that Portion of Erie 
Street Lying Between Townsend Street and Coit Street, and the Public 
Alleys Located In Block, 54, Block 47 and Block 22 of Webb and 
Bronson’s Plat was read and adopted unanimously on motion by 
Charles, second by Hamburg and call of roll. 
 

B. Ordinances 
Ordinance No. 16-016 Relative to Taxation received its first reading. 

 
C. Consideration of recommendation for Claims 

Motion by Hahn, second by Hamburg to approve claims in the amount 
of $1,554,341.18.  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll. 

 
D. Mayor’s Comments 

The Committee of the Whole meeting with the Historic Preservation 
Commission will take place January 12, 2017 at 6:00 p.m.  This 
meeting will discuss policy and the recently enacted Act 176 which 
includes an appeal process. 
 
A Special Council meeting will be held Monday, November 14th at 6:00 
p.m. to consider Aldi’s alcohol license which did not get included on 
tonight’s agenda. 
 
Mayor Dodd is evaluating every committee and contacting each  
member to get their comments. 
 

E. City Administrator Report 
City Administrator Murphy highlighted some of the election statistics:  
turnout approximately 73%; elections conducted at four (4) care 
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facilities; 1607 absentee voters; 275 new registrations in Clerk’s office; 
541 Election Day registrations.  The new layout was well-received by 
the public and observers.  Many city departments were involved in 
some way with the election process.  Columbia County allowed use of 
their parking lot. Denise Cada and her church community outreach 
committee supplied morning treats. Sheryl Firari and Pizza Ranch 
provided pizza. 

 
 

9. Closed Session 
Motion by Charles, second by Hahn to go into closed session pursuant to 
Wisconsin State Statutes 19.85(1)(g) to consider settlement 
recommendation on Nicholas Rohloff vs City of Portage.  Motion carried 
unanimously on call of roll at 7:30 p.m. 

 
10. Adjournment 

Motion by Charles, second by Kutzke to adjourn.  Motion carried 
unanimously on call of roll at 7:46 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
Marie A. Moe, WCPC, MMC 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date Approved:  ________________ 
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Common Council Proceedings 
City of Portage 

 
Special Meeting 
Council Chambers      November 14, 2016 
City Municipal Building     6:00 p.m. 

 
 

1. Call to Order 
Mayor Dodd called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

 
2. Roll Call 

Present:  Ald. Charles, Hahn, Hamburg, Klapper, Kutzke, Maass, 
Nachreiner  
 
Excused:  Ald. Havlovic, Monfort 
 
Also Present:  Mayor Dodd, City Clerk Moe, City Attorney Spankowski 
 
Media Present: Bill Welsh from Cable TV 

 
3. Pledge of Allegiance 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 

4. Consideration of recommendation for Class A Combination License 
for Aldi Inc. (Wisconsin), 2941 New Pinery Road, Kim Paquette, agent 
Motion by Maass, second by Hamburg to approve a Class A Combination 
License for Aldi Inc. (Wisconsin), 2941 New Pinery Road, Kim Paquette, 
agent.  In response to Ald. Klapper’s question why there were no gates; 
Ald. Maass explained that the store would not be open beyond hours of 
operation for an alcohol license.  If that changes, the Legislative 
Committee would look at requiring gates.  Robert Merkel representing 
Aldi’s invited council members to Thursday’s ribbon cutting at 8:45 a.m. 
and stated that Aldi’s is excited to be opening a store in the city.  Motion 
carried unanimously on call of roll. 

 
5. Adjournment 

Motion by Charles, second by Hamburg to adjourn.  Motion carried 
unanimously on call of roll at 6:04 p.m. 
 
 
Marie A. Moe, WCPC, MMC 
City Clerk 

 

Date Approved:  ________________ 
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City of Portage 
Park and Recreation Board Meeting 

Tuesday, November 1, 2016 6:10 p.m. 
Municipal Building, 115 West Pleasant Street 

Conference Room One 
Minutes 

1. Roll Call  
The meeting called to order at 6:10 pm by Chairperson Zirbes. Members present: Brian 
Zirbes, Chairperson, Larry Messer, Mike Charles, and Mark Hahn and Todd Kreckman   

 
Parks and Recreation Manager Dan Kremer, Public Works Director Aaron Jahnke, 
Alderperson Maass, Alderperson Kutzke, John Bergman, Betsy Bergman, Becky Zinteck and 
reporter Craig Sauer. 

  
2. Approval of October 4th meeting minutes.  

Motion by Charles to approve October 4th meeting minutes, second by Hahn 
 
Motion passed 5-0 on a roll call vote 
 

3. Discussion and possible recommendation on parkland bordering Portage Airport.  
Kremer presented that the parcel of property this item was referencing was the parkland 
where the brush dump is currently located, adjacent the airport runway on Airport Road. 
DPW Director Jahnke stated that parcel 1 and 2 from the map within the packet was 
parkland the City acquired from a development in the 1970’s. Jahnke stated there is height 
restrictions on the land and is basically undevelopable if the airport stays in its current 
location. Jahnke stated staff was looking for direction on what the board would be looking 
for in return for the airport acquiring these parcels.  
 
Manager Kremer overviewed the 3.5 acre parcel located adjacent the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant that could be examined for a dog park location and be given to the parks 
department as parkland in exchange for the 11.5 acres adjacent the airport.  
 
Jahnke informed the board that if the property were to be purchased it would be through 
the City’s capital budget as the airport’s budget is directly tied to the City’s budget. Jahnke 
stated the FAA Entitlement money may be eligible but it would revert the property back to 
its value from when the City took over the property in 1977.  
 
Zirbes stated that by moving the dog park by the Wastewater Treatment Plant or any other 
City parcels that it is still a net loss of parkland and the parkland fund isn’t receiving any 
money.  
 
Charles asked how many other parkland parcels the City owns. Kremer stated three, one 
located adjacent the I39 interstate named Bluffview, and two on the northeast side of town 



 

Page 2 of 4 
 

named Rolling Meadows Country Estate 1 and Rolling Meadows Country Estate 2. 
Discussion followed regarding usage of the land and the neighboring properties.  
 
Zirbes stated that at one time there was talk of installing a park on that portion of town that 
would cater to the assisted living and senior housing in that area. Zirbes stated there is 
some property north of Henry that could be examined.  
 
Kremer stated that if the City examined purchasing property it would be a direct cost to the 
City through borrowed funds. Kremer stated if the FAA Entitlement money was used it 
would be a low number as it would be based on 1977 valuation.  
 
Discussion followed regarding exploring receiving FAA entitlement money and the brush 
dump location.  
 
Kreckman asked if there was a timeline. Alderperson Maass stated a boundary survey was 
being conducted and they were looking to incorporate this parcel within that if an 
agreement was made for the airport to acquire the property.  
 
The board advised staff to explore if FAA money can be used and more information to be 
brought back to the park board at a future meeting.  
 

4. Discussion and possible action on ATC access and roadway in Sunset Park.  
Kremer provided a summary of the memo within the packet outlining proposed installation 
of a mat road for ATC access and the route proposed on the aerial photo. Kremer stated 
ATC wishes to use the current roadway and then construct a mat road around the restroom 
shelter, between the swing set and trees and towards where the second shelter is currently. 
Kremer stated ATC wishes to install the mat road and then restore the area after 
completion. Kremer stated ATC will restore back to original green space or would also install 
a narrower gravel path if the City desired. Kremer informed the board that staff 
recommends approval of the mat road path as proposed and accepting ATC’s offer to install 
a gravel path 8’ in width during restoration.  
 
Hahn stated he thought it was the best of both worlds as the mat roads will be used to 
minimize damage and the pathway could be installed to be ADA complaint. Kremer stated 
the grades will need to be shot in order to make the path ADA complaint. Kremer stated the 
pathway can only fall a certain distance every 20 feet in order to be complaint and that they 
city will need to verify that upon installation. Kremer stated any new park upgrade must be 
accessible and compliant day 1 and that existing facilities should be made to be complaint 
as soon as possible.  
 
Kremer stated that at the last time this was discussed in 2016 the minutes reflect that the 
park board decided to go forward with installation of the gravel road.  
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Betsy Bergman asked if there is compensation from ATC for using the existing road. Kremer 
stated that within the easement agreement ATC was granted access. Kremer stated they 
will be responsible for restoration work.  
 
Becky Zinteck asked what material would be used for the path; Kremer stated it would be 
gravel within this proposal.   
 
Discussion followed regarding restoration work inside the park and on the roadway.  
 
John Bergman stated the last time the viewing platform was discussed there was a number 
of neighbors not in favor of the idea and if the board was still in favor of installing the gravel 
road not knowing what would happen on that hill in the future. Zirbes stated the path 
would provide access to the playground or any other facilities in the future.  
 
John Bergman asked if a second shelter was still possible and Kremer stated there is not a 
second shelter as part of the capital budget currently but the board could redefine funds in 
the capital budget if it chose to do that at a future date.  
 
Becky Zinteck asked if the funds from ATC was put into a separate fund or set aside for 
Sunset Park. Kremer stated the funds were put into the parkland fund for park uses. 
Discussion followed regarding the easement funds.  
 
Motion by Hahn to install temporary mat road on proposed pathway and restore area with 
installation of 8’ wide gravel pathway where the City designates. Second by Messer.  
 
Motion passes on a 5-0 roll call vote.  
 

5. Discussion on Silver Lake and possible action on support letter for Columbia County Land 
and Water Grant Application.  
Kremer stated the City applies for an annual weed harvesting permit and does mechanical 
harvesting yearly. The City spent more time on making sure the harvesting channels were 
being followed and that there has been some residents living on the lake who are asking for 
more investigation into Silver Lake. Items of concern are if more harvesting should occur or 
less, what is growing underneath and if there are better management practices than we 
currently use.  
 
Kremer stated the last lake survey and testing was conducted in 2007 and 2008 and that the 
plan is out of date and the staff involved with that plan were no longer with the City. 
Kremer said he had been working with the DNR on what steps to do first, their 
recommendation was a plant survey and a management plan. Kremer informed that City 
could hire a consultant if they desired but staff was recommending a partnership with the 
Columbia County Land and Water Department and the University of Wisconsin Stevens 
Point.  
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Kremer informed the board that both of those entities are willing to partner on this project 
and that they would submit a grant to the WI DNR on behalf of the City to conduct those 
two studies. Kremer recommending endorsing the support letter within the packet to move 
this process forward. If grant is awarded, project would begin in 2017. 
 
Motion by Kreckman to support the October 27th, 2016 letter as written (see attached.) 
Second by Hahn. Motion passes 5-0 on a roll call vote.  
 

6. Discussion and review on 2016 storage numbers 
Kremer informed the board that the storage numbers will be brought forward to the board 
for review for storage at the fairgrounds. Kremer stated that staff tallies the storage 
numbers and will continue to bring forward comprehensive numbers annually. Kremer 
stated the City had made over $20,000 in 2016 which is the highest since the City took it 
over. Kremer credited some articles the Daily Register has run on the program and that by 
going away from appointment only to a weekend of moving in and moving out has really 
helped on staff timing and popularity.  
 
Hahn asked if there was still room and Kremer stated yes, by appointment only. Price per 
foot is $10 per foot for a resident and $11 per foot for a non-resident.  
 

7. Opportunity for board members to present future agenda items for consideration.  
- Charles asked if information about the grandstands could be on a future agenda. 
- Zirbes asked if wall color and options for beach wall could be discussed on a future agenda  
 

8. Manager’s Report 
A. Girls youth basketball update 
- Two grades will compete this year, a 5th and 6th grade team. They will start Sunday and 
they will play in the quad county league 
B. Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan 
- Kremer stated the CORP plan was moved back to 2019 due to all of ongoing projects 
on the capital improvement plan. Kremer stated it wasn’t point out in October’s 
meeting and he wanted the board to be aware that is where it was slated currently.  

 
9. Adjournment 

Zirbes asked all in favor to adjourn say Aye.  No nay’s.   Motion Passed.  
Meeting adjourned at 7:05 pm. 
 
 
 Minutes submitted by 
 Dan Kremer  
 Manager of Parks and Recreation  
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City of Portage 
Finance/Administration Committee Meeting 

Monday, November 7th, 2016 5:30 p.m. 
City Municipal Building, 115 West Pleasant Street 

Conference Room One 
Minutes 

 
Members: Dennis Nachreiner, Chairperson; Mark Hahn, Mary Hamburg (arrived at 
5:55), Martin Havlovic, Doug Klapper 

 
Also Present:  Administrator Murphy, Finance Director Mohr, Bill Welsh Cable TV 
 

1. Roll call 
 
 Chairperson Nachreiner called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
2. Approval of minutes from October 24, 2016. 
 Motion by Klapper, second by Hahn to approve minutes from October 24, 2016.  

 Motion carried 3 – 0 with Havlovic abstaining. 

3. Discussion and possible recommendation on claims. 
Mohr indicated the total claims of $1,554,341.18 with $416,607.35 related to capital 
projects, $54,855.89 to debt payments leaving $1,082,877.94 to other items. 

  

Motion by Havlovic, second by Hahn to recommend claims in the total amount of 
$1,554,341.18.  Motion carried 4-0 on call of roll. 
 

4. Discussion and possible recommendation on Bank of Wisconsin Dells Agreement 
for Property Tax Collection. 
Mohr reviewed the agreement stating this is to allow the City’s main bank, Bank of 
Wisconsin Dells, to collect taxes on behalf of the City.  This is for the convenience of our 
citizens as the Bank is open longer hours and on Saturdays and has been done for a 
number of years. 
 
Motion by Hahn, second by Klapper to recommend the Property Tax Collection 
Agreement with the Bank of Wisconsin Dells.  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll. 
 

5. Discussion on 2017 budget, review of Levy, and preliminary overall review. 
Murphy reviewed the preliminary 2017 budget noting an increase in the General Fund of 
$160,757 or 2.14%.  The Expenditure Restraint allows for an increase of 2.5% which is 
a product of the cost of living adjustment (COLA) 0.9% and 60% of the Net New 
Construction increase of 2.674%.   
 
 
 
The City’s portion of the Levy is increasing $124,571 or 2.5% overall; with the Assessed 
Value increasing 4.86% the net effect reflects a decrease in the City’s portion of the mill 
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rate of about ($0.20) per thousand.   This equates to approximately $28 on a $140,000 
house. 
 
Murphy went on to review the high level changes in the General Fund to the 2016 
Budget as reported on pages 14 and 15 of the 2017 Preliminary Budget.  Many of which 
were covered in the previous budget meetings.  
 
Murphy pointed out that in order to realign the actual personnel activities to the 
corresponding fund a portion of the City’s Fire Inspector, Chief, and Secretary wages 
was moved into the Inspection Fund along with a related Rural Fire Due Revenue from 
the General Fund.  The Director of Business Development and Public Works 
Secretary’s percentage were also adjusted to better reflect their actual time spent on 
inspection related activities.  Likewise in the Pool Fund portion of the Park and 
Recreation Manager’s wages was moved back into the General Fund to reflect the 
actual time spent.  
 
The next Finance meeting on November 14, 2016 will include the recommendation of 
the proposed 2017 Budget to Council to be considered at the November 22nd, 2016 
meeting.  A Public Hearing notice was placed in the paper on Saturday, November 5th, 
2016 and a copy of the preliminary budget will be available at City Hall, on the City’s 
Website, and at the Library. 

 . 
 

6.   Adjournment 
 
 Motion by Klapper, second by Hahn to adjourn at 6:11 p.m.   
 
 Motion carried 5-0 on call of roll. 
 
 
 
Jean Mohr, Finance Director 

 

Date Approved:  11/14/2016 
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City of Portage 
Finance/Administration Committee Meeting 

Monday, November 14th, 2016 5:30 p.m. 
City Municipal Building, 115 West Pleasant Street 

Conference Room One 
Minutes 

 
Members Present: Dennis Nachreiner, Chairperson; Mark Hahn, Mary Hamburg 
(arrived at 5:33), Doug Klapper 
 
Members Excused:  Martin Havlovic 

 
Also Present:  Administrator Murphy, Finance Director Mohr, Mayor Dodd, Alderman 
Kutzke, Bill Welsh Cable TV 
 

1. Roll call 
 
 Chairperson Nachreiner called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
2. Approval of minutes from November 7, 2016. 

Motion by Klapper, second by Hahn to approve minutes from November 7, 2016.  
Motion carried 3-0 on call of roll. 
 

3. Discussion and possible recommendation on proposed 2017 budget. 
 

Murphy reviewed the 2017 Budget stating the major change from the Budget presented 
in the November 7th meeting was in the Capital Budget.  The Police department 
requested pushing the Patrol Rifles purchase to 2018 and increasing the amount for the 
2017 Body Cameras & additional media storage from $30,000 to $38,000. Police and 
Fire Commission have approved a Body Camera Policy. 
 
The City is waiting for the Levy amounts from the County and State and the Charge 
Back approval from the State for the AMPI’s 2014 & 2015 refunded taxes.  This 
information is expected yet this week and at that point the City will be able to finalize the 
total 2016 mill rate. The proposed levy of $5,107,402 will produce a 2016 mill rate of 
$8.89/$1000 of assessed value, down from $9.10 in 2015. 
 
There will be a Budget Presentation at 6:30 p.m. on November 22nd along with a Public 
Hearing for the Budget at 7:00p.m. with the Council Meeting to follow. 
  
Motion by Hahn, second by Hamburg to recommend the 2017 Budget and forward to 
Council.  Motion carried 4-0 on call of roll. 
 

4.  Adjournment 
 Motion by Klapper, second by Hahn to adjourn at 5:40 p.m.   
 Motion carried 4-0 on call of roll. 
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Jean Mohr, Finance Director 

Date Approved:  ________________ 
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City of Portage 
Legislative & Regulatory Committee Meeting 

November 7, 2016, 7:00 p.m.  
City Municipal Building, 115 West Pleasant Street 

Conference Room One 
Minutes 

 
 

Members Present:  Rita A. Maass, Chairperson; Mike Charles, Mary E. Hamburg, 
Martin Havlovic, Jeffrey F. Monfort 
 
Also present: City Clerk Moe, City Administrator Murphy, Deputy Clerk Ness, Sarah 
Rueth-Portage Police Dept., Leda Wagner- Columbia County Sheriff Dept., Tom 
Howald-Aldi’s, Becky Collins, Chad Collins, Amanda Albright, Dick Hutzler, Rachel 
Brissette, Debra Puterbaugh, Brenda Brissette, Stephanie C. Brissette, Sheryl Wilson, 
Michael Martin, Staci Pflum  
 
Media Present: Bill Welsh from Cable TV 
 
1. Roll call 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Maass at 7:00 p.m. 
 

2. Approval of minutes from previous meeting 
Motion by Charles, second by Monfort to approve minutes from the October 3, 2016 
meeting.  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll with Charles abstaining. 

 
3. Discussion and possible recommendation on Class A Combination license 

application from Aldi’s 
Clerk Moe reviewed the application received from Aldi’s.  She stated it had gone 
through required departments and was approved.  The retail hours do not include 
anything past 9pm so there is no need for an enclosure of any kind.  Charles asked 
what if the hours changed down the road, would the committee be able to review 
and require alcohol to be locked up?  Tom Howald from Aldi’s stated he doesn’t see 
the store changing hours but if the hours were changed, Aldi would work with the city 
for any additional requirements, gates for example.  Chair Maass stated the 
committee can review the application each year at renewal.  Motion by Havlovic, 
second by Charles to recommend to council approval of Class A Combination 
license for Aldi’s.  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll. 

 
4. Discussion and possible action on appeal from Brenda Brissette of the vicious 

animal declaration 
Chair Maass stated this is a hearing and each person would be given time to speak, 
reminder there is to be no speaking out of turn. 
 
Officer Sarah Rueth, Portage Police Department, reviewed the report from 4/4/16.  
Rebecca Collins, was bit by Buddy on W. Conant St. as she was walking to pick up 
her children from the babysitter.  Officer Rueth looked at the wound which was 
approximately 1” long on Rebecca’s inner thigh.  Officer Rueth made contact with 



 

Page 2 of 4 
 

the owner of the dog, Brenda Brissette, and asked if the rabies vaccination was up 
to date.  Brenda stated yes but didn’t have paperwork to prove and stated the vet 
was Dr. Cooper in Portage.  Officer Rueth called Dr. Cooper’s office and they stated 
the rabies vaccination was expired in April 2014.  According to Brenda, Buddy had 
not been to another vet.  Officer Rueth explained the quarantine process and the 
Poynette Animal Hospital was able to take Buddy immediately.  Clerk Moe asked 
Officer Rueth if the dog was registered with the city, Officer Rueth stated no and 
Brenda had been warned because neither her cat nor dog was registered.  Brenda 
was given a citation for Buddy being at large.  After leaving Brenda, Officer Rueth 
reviewed dispatch notes and saw Rebecca had gone to the hospital for treatment of 
her wound. 
 
Deputy Leda Wagner, Columbia County Sheriff, reviewed the report of 9/19/16.  
Debra Puterbaugh reported she had been bitten by Buddy on 9/17/16 in the 
Township of Fort Winnebago.  Deputy Wagner viewed the wound which was 3 
puncture wounds to the left calf with bruising and swelling.  According to the report, 
Debra stated she had been in contact with the Brenda Brissette after the incident 
and had been sent via cellphone the rabies certificate issued April, 2016.  According 
to the report, Debra stated there was nothing she had done to provoke the bite.  
Deputy Wagner made contact with the owner of the dog Brenda Brissette and 
confirmed the rabies vaccination.  The 10 day quarantine order was given and 
Brenda stated Buddy would fulfill this at her daughter’s house on W. Carroll St. 
Portage.  Deputy Wagner stated the quarantine had been completed. 
 
Brenda Brissette, owner of the dog named Buddy, explained the circumstances of 
the first bite of 4/4/16.  She was at daughter Rachel’s house on Conant St. when the 
dog ran out of the car and bit Rebecca Collins.  Brenda stated she feels the 
circumstances are gray because she didn’t see Rebecca walking down the street 
and doesn’t know what happened before the bite.  Since this incident the dog is 
muzzled and Brenda has taken out renters insurance.  Brenda then explained the 
circumstances of the second bite dated 9/17/16.  The dog, Buddy, was in unknown 
surroundings.  It was early in the morning and the reason Brenda let Buddy and the 
homeowner’s dog out of the house was because she thought she recognized the 
truck coming to the residence as someone she knew; but the truck turned out to be 
Debra Puterbaugh.  The renters insurance has covered all the medical bills.  The 
dog has been turned over to daughter Stephanie Brissette because Brenda states 
she cannot care for the dog 
 
Stephanie Brissette, current dog owner, 132 W. Carroll St., stated she has had the 
dog since the first bite.  She has taken Buddy to the vet appointments and he is a 
good dog.  Buddy is leashed and muzzled when outside and someone is always 
home with him.  Stephanie stated she didn’t witness either incident. 
 
Amanda Albright, 132 W. Carroll St., roommate of Stephanie, stated Buddy doesn’t 
like drinking or smoking and she has not had any problem with the dog.  She has 
taken Buddy to appointments and had no problems.  Amanda didn’t witness either 
incident. 
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Michael Martin, 607 E. Cook St., stated he had a phobia of large dogs and had been 
attacked by a dog previously.  He has known the Brissette family for years.  Buddy is 
a good dog and he has had no problems with him.  Michael presented a written 
statement for the record stating what he said.  Michael didn’t witness either incident. 
 
Stacy Pflum, 530 W. Pleasant St., has been in the home when Buddy was there and 
has never had a problem with him.  She has been in her home with Buddy and her 
dogs and children and has not had any problem or seen any tendency of Buddy 
being vicious.  Stacy didn’t witness either incident. 
 
Rachel Brissette, 503 W. Fairview Ave., Endeavor, stated she has never seen 
Buddy bite or be aggressive.  She has known Buddy since he was 6 weeks old.  
Buddy is good with children.  Rachel didn’t witness either incident. 
 
Sheryl Wilson, 322 DeWitt St., stated Buddy plays with her two Siamese cats and 
doesn’t bit or show aggression.  Sheryl didn’t witness either incident. 
 
Rebecca Collins chose not to speak but had submitted testimony in a letter which 
was read by Chair Maass.  Rebecca’s letter stated she had waited for the owner to 
restrain the dog as she was walking down the street.  The owner made no attempt to 
do so and the dog lunged at her and bit the back of her left leg just above her knee.  
When she went to the hospital she was given medication for the pain and told not to 
drive.  The medical staff thought there was more than one bite because of the 
amount of blood.  There were multiple puncture marks.  One puncture was deep 
enough to warrant stitches which the medical staff didn’t like to do with dog bites 
because of the chance of infection.  Rebecca missed a day of work and went to the 
clinic two times after the emergency room.  The wound needed to be cleaned and 
wrapped for a few weeks.  Medical bills of more than $800 were received by 
Rebecca even after her insurance had covered more than half.  In making contact 
with the landlord he stated he had not been made aware of the situation and told 
Rebecca the dog would not be allowed to stay at the current address.  Rebecca felt 
this had come to a close when she was contacted and informed that Buddy had 
bitten another person in Fort Winnebago which is where her children visit their 
grandparents. 
 
Chair Maass stated the dog is in the city pending this hearing and stays inside and is 
muzzled when outside. 
 
Debra Puterbaugh, Endeavor, stated she was picking up apples at the home in Fort 
Winnebago, on 9/17 when she was bitten by Buddy.  Going to the home and picking 
up the apples was something she had permission from the homeowner to do.  She 
didn’t know the dog, Buddy, but did know the other dog that came out the door that 
morning.  The other dog had no problem with Debra.  According to Debra, Buddy 
attacked her viciously and she was scared.  Debra submitted photos of the bite for 
the record. 
 
Chair Maass stated per City Attorney because the dog is kept in the city and did bite 
someone in a township the city can still review this incident. 
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Richard (Dick) Hutzler, N5857 Dunning Rd., stated he had been a stranger in the 
dogs home and had no problem with Buddy.  He is family friend and had done work 
at Stephanie’s home many times.  At one time he witnessed a stranger walking by 
the home and the dog didn’t respond or show any viciousness at all.  He didn’t 
witness either incident. 
 
Alder Havlovic asked Debra Puterbaugh if she had been to the house in Fort 
Winnebago before this incident and Debra stated yes many times.  Alder Monfort 
stated a person shouldn’t have to fear vicious dog or injury by a dog when in public. 
 
Motion by Charles, second by Monfort to uphold vicious animal determination 
because of two bites of two people on two separate incidents.  Motion carried on 
unanimously on call of roll.  This will go to Common Council November 22, 2016.  
Until then the dog is to remain quarantined at Stephanie Brissette’s house. 
 

5. Discussion and possible recommendation on operator license application for 
Stephanie C. Brissette 
Chair Maass stated this application had been denied by Chief Manthey for two 
drug/alcohol convictions in the past five years.  Motion by Maass, second by 
Hamburg to recommend denial of operator license because of 2 drug/alcohol 
convictions in the past 5 years, 1-11-13 conviction of OMVWI in Dane County, pled 
guilty to operate with restricted controlled substance; and 3-1-13 conviction of 
possession of marijuana in Columbia County.  Motion carried on call of roll.   
 

6. Discussion and possible recommendation on e-cigarette ordinance 
Administrator Murphy stated the changes were highlighted.  This ordinance would be 
in effect for any electronic smoking device containing nicotine or not because 
differentiating between the two cannot be done by looking at the item.  Prohibits use 
in city owned vehicles, city owned buildings and park structures, school grounds and 
in school buildings.  Motion by Maass, second by Hamburg to recommend to Council 
ordinance 16-011 as presented.  Motion carried on call of roll. 
 

7. Adjournment 
Motion by Charles, second by Hamburg to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously on 
call of roll at 8:15 p.m. 
 
 
 
Rebecca C. Ness, Deputy Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
Date Approved:   



 

Portage Public Library 
253 W. Edgewater Street, Portage WI  53901 

Phone:  608-742-4959 
E-mail: info@portagelibrary.us 

Web Site:  www.portagelibrary.us  
 
 

LIBRARY BOARD MEETING Minutes 
November 8, 2016 
 
Meeting called to order 12:03pm 
Present: Voigt, Blohm, McLeish, Schoenborn-Hoffmann, Simonson, Stenberg, Vehring, Direc-

tor Bergin 
Excused: Gregory 
 
    
1) Motion to approve October 11, 2016 regular meeting minutes.  (KV/HS) 
 
2) Financial Reports: 
 a)  Motion to approve October 2016 City claims, Library Restricted Funds claims and Me-

morial Funds claims as presented.  (KV/HS) 
 
3) President’s/Director’s Report: 
 a) More than 600 attended the 23 October children’s programs. 
 b) Jane Considine is the new president of the Friends of the Library. 
 c) October 31 staff development in service included dementia friendly training and custom-

er service workshop. 
 
4) Business: 
  a) Motion to transfer Library Board member Melissa Simonson from city to rural representa-

tive.  (KV/BB) 
 

5)  Meeting adjourned 12:33pm.  (NS-H/MS) 
 
 
 
Eleanor Voigt - President 
Dr. Brenda Blohm - V-Pres.  

 
 

 
 

Eleanor McLeish - Secretary 
Dr. David Gregory 
Nikki Schoenborn-Hoffmann 
Melissa Simonson 
Heather Stenberg 
Klay Vehring 
 
 
Date Approved:  ________________ 
 

mailto:info@portagelibrary.us
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City of Portage 
Municipal Services and Utilities Committee Meeting 

Thursday, November 9, 2016, 5:30 p.m. 
Municipal Building, 115 West Pleasant Street, Conference Room One  

Minutes 
 

Members Present:  Doug Klapper, Chairperson; Mike Charles, Dennis Nachreiner, 
Jeffrey F. Monfort, and William Kutzke. 

 
Others Present: Aaron Jahncke, Public Works Director; Bill Welsh, CATV. 
 
Excused: N/A 
 
1. Roll Call 
 
 The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m.  
 
2. Approval of meeting minutes from meeting on Thursday, October 6, 2016. 
 
 Motion by Charles second by Monfort to approve the minutes from October 6, 

2016. Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
 
3.  Discussion and possible action on the potential of a street light on River St. 
 
 Public Works Director Jahncke stated residents asked to have a light put on an 

existing pole across from 106 River St. The residents complained of the darkness 
and the curve in the road not illuminated. Jahncke stated the cost would come from 
the Street Utility Fund totaling $390.00. The monthly charge of $2.70 a month would 
go into our utility bill. 

 
 Motion by Kutzke, 2nd by Monfort to add a light to the existing pole across 

from 106 River St.  Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
 
4. Discussion and action regarding Consultants for the USH 51 streetscape 

project. 
 
  Jahncke reviewed the RFP that was sent out for the design work for the street 

scape of the USH51 project. The construction funding ($238,700) through the State-
Municipal Agreement, could be used up in just streetlights. Jahncke stated that 4 
proposals came in and recommends RA Smith for the work. Jahncke explained RA 
smith had the most competitive price and if anything unexpected changes could 
arise it would still be possible to keep us under budget.  

 
 The committee expressed they would like to see a theme carried out in the future for 

the City streetscaping, Downtown and residential areas being slightly different but 
along the same theme so future projects would tie the City streetscaping together. 
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 Motion by Nachreiner, 2nd by Monfort to recommend RA Smith for the amount 
of $14,574 to council. Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

 
5. Public Works Director’s Report. 
 

a. Review of LOM regarding Wis. 33 Corridor Preservation Study 
  Jahncke reviewed the material from the local officials meeting on the Wis.  33 

 Corridor Preservation Study. LOM looked at the entire corridor from Baraboo to 
 Portage, basically every intersection. The committee reviewed data compiled  
 levels of services to accident data along with the ratings on the intersections. The 
 committee reviewed the intersections in  Portage and stated these are just 
 informational at this time, the plans are not final. Jahncke stated that there 
 will be another meeting in the winter of 2017 and Jahncke will send out reminder 
 to everyone once he has the information. 

 
• Alderman Klapper discussed the issue of the speed decreasing from Hwy 

33 to  the Wisconsin Bridge decreasing from 45 to 25 mph. Klapper said 
in the past it  was suggested changed the speed between that area and 
the DOT denied any changes. Klapper suggested taking suggestions 
again to the DOT with support from the Municipal Services Committee. 
Alderman Kutzke stated that a few suggestions should be gathered from 
Jahncke and then possible taking all suggestions to the DOT.  

 
• Jahncke state the RRFB lights should be shipped soon to put in place by 

the Theater. The crosswalk will stay at the same location but the RRFB 
light’s should help traffic awareness of pedestrians from the Theater. 

 
• Jahncke also stated the work at the House of Clocks should be completed 

late 2016 or early 2017. 
 
   
 6. Adjournment  
 
 There being no further business, motion by Charles, 2nd by Monfort to 
 adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 6:22 pm. Roll Call 5-0. 
 
 
Prepared by Tammy O’Leary, Public Works Secretary 
 
 
 
Date Approved:  ________________ 
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City of Portage 
Police and Fire Commission Meeting 

Tuesday, November 15, 2016, 7:00 p.m. 
City of Portage Municipal Building, 115 West Pleasant Street 

Conference Room Two 
Minutes 

 
Members Present: Thomas Drury, President, Pat Hartley, Kay E. Miller, Jeynell 

Boeck, Charles Miller 
 
1. Roll Call 

President Drury called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm. Motion to convene 
by Boeck, seconded by C. Miller, and motion passed unanimously on call 
of roll. 

 
 

2. Approval of minutes of previous meetings 
A motion was made by K. Miller and seconded by Hartley to approve 
minutes from the August 16, 2016 meeting.  The motion passed 
unanimously on call of roll.  

 
 
3. Fire Report 

Chief Simonson reviewed the quarterly report from August 1, 2016 to 
October 31, 2016. The Chief discussed the recent department training 
activities including a recent session of training on a house donated by 
Alliant Energy located at N5507 Highway 51. The department was able to 
do several sessions of search and rescue training. The house was finally 
burned with several local departments taking advantage of the training. A 
long-term medical absence has been a challenge. Chief Simonson talked 
about the return to work by one of the full time firefighters after being 
involved in a long-term medical absence on December 22nd. Chief 
Simonson has been doing some of the Fire Inspections due to the 
substitution with 44 inspections being completed. Department members 
visited the new areas that were added to two local businesses, Encapsys 
and Saint Gobain. The chief also mentioned personnel staffing. Some are 
leaving and some are starting, and we currently have 31 members on the 
department. The department responded to 114 emergencies during the 
reporting period with 69 in the city and 45 in the townships. The largest 
demand for service still remains response to vehicle accidents. 
 

 
 

4. Police Report 
Chief Manthey reviewed the quarterly police report from October 1, 2016 
to November 15, 2016. He highlighted some of recent training, especially 
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the training for 11 of our sworn officers on Laser Radar. The chief also 
mentioned Lt. Klafke attended two days of training in Pewaukee for 
command staff on Critical Incidents and Wellness of Officers. The chief 
mentioned he is still looking for attendees for the 2017 Citizen Police 
Academy. The Volunteers in Police Service really extend what the 
department is able to accomplish on special events. These members 
come through the Citizen Police Academy. The command staff attended 
the Veterans Day Service with Lt. Hoege playing the bagpipes during the 
ceremony. Principal Robin Kvalo had requested and received extra police 
presence during the ceremony The K-9 unit has turned into a great asset 
for the department. Sgt. Neumann and Ares have been involved in some 
positive alerts on traffic stops leading to drug arrests. The Back the Badge 
signs that are up around town show our residents supporting our police 
department. Chief Manthey talked about the recent increase in arrests for 
fighting. The community service officers and officers on patrol were helpful 
with traffic on Halloween protecting the children trick or treating. There 
were 1,608 calls for service during this time period. There continues to be 
great cooperation with the Columbia County Sheriffs Department on joint 
response to calls. Two 4th time drunk drivers were arrested on the 
weekend of October 22nd and 23rd.  
 

5. Discussion on the update of our hiring process (because of Officerf 
Koziol’s unexpected resignation) 
Officer Koziol’s departure was driven by a department with a higher wage 
scale than ours. The process has started with applications trickling in. We 
tentatively will be interviewing for his replacement on January 3rd and 4th. 
 

6. Update on Lt. Rich Hoege (successfully completed his six month 
probation on 11-02-16) 
Chief Manthey commented on the great job the lieutenant has been doing 
since his hire. He is now scheduling patrol officers, doing active shooter 
training and initiating a new public relations effort, Coffee with a Cop. 
 

7. Update on Kate Kalmerton (went solo on 9-24-16) 
Officer Kalmerton has proven to be a quick learner and impressed 
supervisors during her field training officer (FTO) period. She is an 
excellent role model. 
 

8. Update on Body Cameras 
Lt. Keith Klafke is heading up the study on the department purchasing and 
using 20 body cameras. The tentative cost is roughly $38,000. This would 
include the cameras and server. The period considered to retain 
information in memory would be 120 days. Our department has been 
discussing the body cameras and procedures with the Stoughton Police 
Department. The decision date will be, potentially, in March. 
 



 

Page 3 of 3 
 

 
 
9.        Police and Fire Commission Administrative Manual review 

The Police and Fire Commission Administrative Manual review is 
completed. The commissioners wanted to commend Fire Department 
administrative assistant Chris Essex for her assistance in the review and 
final edition. Commissioner C. Miller was a key contributor in the process. 
 

10.      Police and Fire Commission meeting 
The next regularly scheduled meeting was approved for February 7, 2017 
at 7:00 pm. 

 
11.     Adjournment 

A motion to adjourn was made by k. Miller, seconded by C. Miller to 
adjourn the meeting at 7:55 pm.  The motion carried unanimously on call 
of roll. 

 
Submitted by Pat Hartley 
 
 
Date Approved:  ________________ 
 
 



Operator's Regular (Bartender)

CHARLES S. HUNTER

BRENDA J. KOHL

angelac
Typewritten Text



Taxi Cab Operator
KIM B. KELLY
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Summary of Ordinance 
This ordinance establishes a Wheel Tax surcharge of $20 for eligible vehicles 
registered in the City of Portage and further segregates revenues collected in a 
special revenue fund for transportation related expenses only. 

_____________________________________________________________  
ORDINANCE NO. 16-016 

ORDINANCE RELATIVE TO TAXATION 

Chapter 74, Article I, WHEEL TAX 

The following sections shall be repealed and recreated as follows: 

Sec. 74-1. Purpose. The purpose of this ordinance is to provide the City of Portage with 

a source of funds in addition to other funding sources currently being utilized to fund 

road improvements and other transportation related expenses. 

Sec. 74-2. Definition. In this section, “motor vehicle” means an automobile or motor 

truck registered under § 341.25(1)(c), Wis. Stats, at a gross weight of not more than 

8,000 pounds, that is registered in this state and is customarily kept in the City of 

Portage, Columbia County. 

Sec. 74-3. Annual registration fee. At the time a motor vehicle is first registered or at 

the time of registration renewal, the applicant shall pay a city vehicle registration fee of 

$20. This fee is in addition to other fees required by Wisconsin Statutes Chapter 341. 

The Wisconsin Department of Transportation (DOT) shall collect the fee. Use of funds 

generated by this registration fee shall be restricted to local street improvements, 

maintenance and operation expenses and transportation. Such annual registration fees 

received shall be deposited into a segregated fund. 

Sec. 74-4. Exemptions. The following motor vehicles are exempt from the annual 

vehicle 

registration fee: 

(a) All vehicles exempted by Wisconsin Statutes Chapter 341 from payment of a 

state vehicle registration fee. 

(b) All vehicles registered by the state under Wisconsin Statutes § 341.26 for a fee 

of $5. 

Sec. 74-5. Replacements. No county vehicle registration fee may be imposed on a 

motor vehicle which is a replacement for a motor vehicle for which a current county 

vehicle registration fee has been paid. 
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Sec. 74-6. Administrative costs. The DOT shall retain a portion of the moneys 

collected under this section equal to the actual administrative costs related to the 

collection of these fees (currently $0.17 per vehicle).  

 

All other sections shall remain as previously adopted. 

This Ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication thereof. 

 

Passed this _____th day of _______________, 2016. 
 
 
      ______________________________ 
      Rick Dodd, Mayor 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________  
Marie A. Moe, WCPC, MMC, City Clerk 
 
 
First reading:   
Second reading:  
 
 
Ordinance requested by: 
Finance & Administration Committee 

 

 











RESOLUTION NO. 16-057 

RESOLUTION RELATIVE TO ADOPTING 2017 BUDGET AND TAX LEVY 
 

 WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Portage has formulated a budget 

for the operation and administration of city government; and 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of Wisconsin State Statutes 65.90, a public 

hearing on the matter of the 2017 Municipal Budget was held on November 22, 2016. 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Common Council of the 

City of Portage, Columbia County, Wisconsin, as follows: 

1. That the Municipal Budget for the year 2017, as printed and attached hereto 

and made a part hereof, shall be and is hereby adopted.  

2. That there is being levied a tax of five million one hundred twenty thousand 

seven hundred seventy-five dollars ($5,120,775) on all the taxable property 

within the City of Portage for the uses and purposes set forth in the Municipal 

Budget. 

3. That the City Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to spread the tax on the 

current taxroll of the City of Portage. 

 DATED this 22nd day of November, 2016. 

       
 

__________________________________ 
      Rick Dodd, Mayor 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
________________________________ 
Marie A. Moe, WCPC, MMC, City Clerk 
 

Resolution requested by: 
Finance/Administration Committee 



 
 
 
 
Full text of proposed 2017 Budget is on the homepage of the City website 
http://www.portagewi.gov/vertical/sites/%7B889D2199-3A6C-48F9-AB94-
DE81D288EE40%7D/uploads/2017_Budget_Document_Prelim_11.18.16.pdf 
 

http://www.portagewi.gov/vertical/sites/%7B889D2199-3A6C-48F9-AB94-DE81D288EE40%7D/uploads/2017_Budget_Document_Prelim_11.18.16.pdf
http://www.portagewi.gov/vertical/sites/%7B889D2199-3A6C-48F9-AB94-DE81D288EE40%7D/uploads/2017_Budget_Document_Prelim_11.18.16.pdf
























MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Common Council 
From: Shawn Murphy, City Administrator 
Re:  Report on Legislative & Regulatory Committee Recommendation on Brissette Vicious 

Dog Appeal 
Date: November 16, 2016 
 
On April 4, 2010 Off. Rueth responded to a complaint of a dog bite from Ms. Rebecca Collins 
who indicated she was walking on the sidewalk on W. Conant St when she encountered Ms. 
Brenda Brissette’s dog who was un-leashed. Brissette’s dog bit Ms. Collins on the leg, causing a 
laceration. Rueth made contact with the owner who acknowledged the dog bite and 
acknowledged that her dog’s rabies vaccination and dog license were both expired. Rueth 
issued Brissette a citation for dog at large and quarantined the dog with a vet to confirm 
absence of rabies at her home on W. Conant St.  
 
On September 9, 2016 Columbia County Sheriff Deputy Wagner responded to complaint from 
Ms. Debra Puterbaugh who indicated she was bit by Brissette’s dog while visiting a mutual 
acquaintance on Carmaunee Dr just outside of Portage. Puterbaugh was bit entering the 
acquaintance’s garage by Brissette’s dog that was also at the residence. Puterbaugh sought 
medical attention to the dog bite wound. Wagner issued a 10-day quarantine order for the dog 
and confirmed it was vaccinated on 4/4/16 and licensed with the City. Ms. Puterbaugh made a 
follow up complaint to Off Bartaczewicz on Oct 13, 2016, who subsequently issued a vicious dog 
designation to Ms. Brissette. It was determined by City Attorney Spankowski that in spite of the 
fact that one dog bite occurred outside the City, the dog is domiciled in the City and therefore 
falls under the ordinance conditions for vicious dog declaration (2 or more attacks with 
injuries). 
 
Legislative & Regulatory Committee (LRC) held a hearing, per Sect. 6-102(b) on November 7, 
2016 upon an appeal request from Ms. Brissette. Both Off Rueth and Deputy Wagner were 
present and testified as to their respective reports and actions. Ms. Brissette testified that the 
1st bite occurred because her dog was let out of the car to go to the house and she failed to see 
Ms. Collins walking. Brissette indicated she was inside the residence on Carmaunee Dr and let 
her dog and the resident’s dog out when she mistakenly thought Puterbaugh was the home 
owner.  It was noted that both dogs encountered Ms. Puterbaugh but only Brissette’s dog 
attacked her.  Brissette indicated the dog is now muzzled when it is let outside.  
 
7 individuals spoke on behalf of overturning the vicious dog designation including Ms. 
Brissette’s daughter, Stephanie who resides on W. Carroll St and now keeps the dog at her 
residence. None of the individuals who testified witnessed either dog attack. Ms. Collins 
submitted a written statement indicated she sought medical attention and missed some work 
but thought the dog was relocated out of the City. Ms. Puterbaugh spoke at the meeting 
indicating she felt the dog would attack again as both encounters were unprovoked. 
 



After some discussion, the LRC Committee voted unanimously to recommend sustaining the 
vicious dog designation issued by Off. Bartaczewicz. Minutes from the November 7, 2016 
meeting are also attached for reference. 
 
Cc: M. Moe, City Clerk 
 
Attachment: 11/7/16 LRC Minutes  
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BANK OF WISCONSIN DELLS 

COMPANY AGREEMENT FOR BANK TAX COLLECTION 

 

 
This agreement dated the _________ day of ________________, 20___ is by and between Bank of Wisconsin Dells 

(Financial Institution) and           City of Portage           (Customer). 

 

The Customer has requested that the Financial Institution collect 1st half property tax payments via Transcendent 

Technologies’ web based tax collection program located at https://www.jmauel.com/JMauelApplications/Login.aspx. The 

Financial Institution has agreed to do so on the terms of this Agreement. 

 

Now, therefore, the Customer and the Financial Institution agree as follows: 

 

1. The Customer will inform the Financial Institution in December once they have uploaded live data to the 

Transcendent Technologies tax collection website program. 

2. The Financial Institution will accept payment for 1st half property taxes after the live data has been uploaded 

through January 31st at the Community Bank of Portage, located at 2930 New Pinery Road, Portage, WI. The 

Financial Institution will only accept payments from persons that present their property tax statement. A receipt 

will be given at the time of payment. Property tax payments will be batched and the total amount deposited into 

City of Portage’s account _______________ on a daily basis (if applicable). 

3. The Financial Institution will submit via the website a batched file from the Tax Collection Program on a daily 

basis of taxes collected (if applicable). 

4. The Financial Institution will refer all questions regarding property tax payments to the City of Portage office.  

 

 

_______________________________________ ______________________________________ 

  COMPANY  FINANCIAL INSTITUTION 

 

  By: ___________________________________ By: ___________________________________ 

  Its: ___________________________________ Its: ___________________________________ 

 

 

By: ___________________________________  

  Its: ___________________________________ 

 

 

By: ___________________________________  

  Its: ___________________________________ 



 

 

 

 

October 28, 2016 

 
To:  Shane Schmidt  
 President, Portage BID Board 
 

Shane, 

Due to the increased workload with my position at Don-Rick, Inc., please accept my resignation from the 
Portage Business Improvement District Board of Directors, effective today, October 28, 2016.  Please let 
me know to whom I should email the Treasurer related documents and spreadsheets.  

I would like to thank you, the BID Board and the City of Portage for allowing me to serve these past 7 
years as a Board member.  The learned experiences have been valuable and greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

 

Dennis Rupers CIC, CISR 
Branch Manager – Portage 
VP of Personal Lines 
Don-Rick Insurance 
800-924-6536 Ext 111 
608-963-3067 Cell 
www.don-rick.com 
dennis@don-rick.com 

http://www.don-rick.com/
mailto:dennis@don-rick.com
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