Canine’s Abilities

The canine unit adds extraordinary
abilities to the police department and
provides several benefits to the
community. A canine units abilities

include:
e Tracking lost or missing persons

e  Tracking and apprehending
dangerous criminals such as

prowlers and burglars

e  Assisting in apprehending criminals
who attempt to flee law

enforcement

e Detection of controlled substances.

e Providing protection for the canine
officer, other officers, and the
public

e Deter Crime

e Community Education

Community Support

The Portage Police Department would like to
thank everyone for their past and future
support of the canine program. The canine
program has received amazing support from
the community since the beginning, from
community members making donations to
school groups and organizations assisting with
fundraisers and businesses providing services
and equipment, we cannot thank everyone
enough. With the community’s continued
support, this will be a successful and beneficial

program for several years to come.

If you would like to make a tax-deductible
donation to the Portage Police Department’s
canine program or would like to assist with
fundraising, please fill out and submit the
attached donation form or contact the Portage
Police Department. Please make checks
payable to the City of Portage and note that it
is for the K-9 Fund.

Thank You, from everyone at the
Portage Police Department.

PORTAGE POLICE
DEPARTMENT
K-9 UNIT

Questions / Comments Please Contact:
Sgt. Ben Neumann

Police Department Phone: 608-742-2174
E-mail: benjamin.neumann@portagewi.gov
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Portage’s Canine History and Future

The Portage Police Department is
starting the canine program due to the
rise in illegal narcotics use and drug
related crimes. The City has also seen a
rise in heroin overdoses with some
resulting in death. The Police
Department has also recognized there
are several at risk individuals residing in
Portage that can be prone to walking
away from home. The canine program
will aid officers in searching for missing
persons, and increase the likelihood that

they are found safe.

It is the Police Department’s mission to
reduce the drug related issues and
improve the quality of life for the citizens
of Portage. In 2013 alone, the Portage
Police Department handled a total of 239
calls related to illegal narcotics. This
does not include the additional 317 calls
the Columbia County Sheriff’s

Department received on our behalf

through their tips and leads program.

The Portage Police Department
has been without a canine
program for over 20 years. In
2013, Sgt. Ben Neumann began
researching the canine program,
putting together proposals and
presentations to show the

need for the program, the costs, training and

benefits of the program.

In October 2014, the Portage Police and Fire
Commission approved the request to move
forward with obtaining a new canine beginning
with fundraising efforts. Obtaining a new canine
adds additional costs to the police department
and the costs over the first year are expected to
be approximately $15,000. The majority of the
initial costs include the purchase of the new
canine and the training of the canine handler with
their canine. Prior to a canine joining the police
department, the canine handler needs to
complete a four week training course and
complete the necessary certifications. Other
costs include the equipment and general care of

the canine.

The police department hopes to add the canine

to the department roster Summer of 2015.
Portage Police Department Mission Statement

“Protecting Our Community and Its Quality of Life by
Delivering Exceptional Law Enforcement Services”

PORTAGE POLICE
DEPARTMENT
K-9 UNIT

DONATIONS

NAME:

ORGANIZATION:

ADDRESS:

TELEPHONE #:

DONATION AMOUNT: $

PRODUCTS / SERVICES TO DONATE:

Ovy
RECEIPT REQUESTED: ©s
O No

Mail To:

Portage Police Department
Attention: K9 Fund

117 W. Pleasant St.
Portage, WI 53901

Questions / Comments Please Contact:
Sgt. Ben Neumann
Police Department Phone: 608-742-2174

E-mail: benjamin.neumann@portagewi.gov
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