Common Council Proceedings

City of Portage

Regular Meeting

Council Chambers





October 27, 2011

City Municipal Building                                       
7:00 p.m. 

1. Call to Order
Mayor Jahn called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

2. Roll Call
Present:  Ald. Beebe, Dodd, Ebneter, Garetson, Havlovic, Klapper, Oszman, Reckling
Excused:  Ald. Brunt

Also Present:  Mayor Jahn, Clerk Moe, Administrator Plaster, Attorney Spankowski

Media Present: Craig Sauer from Portage Daily Register, Bill Welsh from Cable TV

3. Pledge of Allegiance
The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

4. Approval of Agenda

No changes.
5. Minutes of Previous Meeting

Motion by Klapper, second by Oszman to approve the minutes of the October 13, 2011 Common Council meeting.  Ald. Dodd suggested that the proposed library expansion be put to referendum based on the comments he’s been receiving.  The procedure for referendum was briefly discussed.  Prior to making a decision on a referendum, the council will wait until the Finance Committee finishes its review of the budget.  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll.
6. Consent Agenda
Reports of Sub-Committees, Boards, and Commissions
Library Board meeting of October 11, 2011

Business Improvement District Board of Directors meeting of October 12, 
  2011

Tourism Promotion meeting of October 13, 2011

Historic Preservation meeting of October 18, 2011
License Applications
Operator license application for period ending June 30, 2012 for Christopher E. Boutin, Docia D. Farber, Sandra D. Knight-Howley.
Motion by Oszman, second by Dodd to approve the consent agenda.  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll.

7. Ordinances
Ordinance No. 11-011 relative to Annexing Territory to the City of Portage (Gary K. and Judith M. Van Wormer) received its first and second readings.
A petition opposing annexation was received and filed.
Correspondence from Wisconsin Department of Administration, Municipal Boundary Review regarding the annexation was received and filed.  The Department found the annexation to be against the public interest.
Correspondence from Town of Pacific opposing the annexation was received and filed.
Motion by Reckling, second by Oszman to suspend the rules and have the third reading of Ordinance No. 11-011 relative to Annexing Territory to the City of Portage (Gary K. and Judith M. VanWormer) and have it read by title only.  Motion 7 to 1 on call of roll with Klapper voting no.  Ordinance No. 11-011 relative to Annexing Territory to the City of Portage (Gary K. and Judith M. VanWormer) received its third reading by title only. Motion by Oszman, second by Klapper to pass Ordinance No. 11-011 relative to Annexing Territory to the City of Portage (Gary K. and Judith M. VanWormer) with the zoning to be commercial.  Ald. Reckling relinquished his time to the neighbors to speak.  Richard Jacobson, W8655 State Hwy. 33 East, spoke on behalf of the neighbors.  Mr. Jacobson presented a document discussing the neighbors’ opposition to the annexation.  Attorney Doug Kammer spoke on behalf of Mr. VanWormer discussing the difference between land use and zoning, and restrictive covenants.  According to Attorney Kammer, Mr. VanWormer is concerned that if the property remains in the Town, it will be forced into a different classification.  Jim Grothman also spoke on behalf of Mr. VanWormer stating that the annexation makes sense and Mr. VanWormer wishes to hook up to sewer and water; and the request was similar to the Dreyer properties.  Motion by Oszman, second by Klapper to amend the Ordinance to zone the parcel B-4.  Motion carried 6 to 2 on call of roll with Dodd and Reckling voting no.  Ordinance No. 11-011 relative to Annexing Territory to the City of Portage (Gary K. and Judith M. VanWormer) as amended failed 7 to 1 on call of roll with Beebe, Dodd, Ebneter, Garetson, Havlovic, Klapper and Reckling voting no.
8. Committee Reports
Finance/Administration Committee meeting of October 5, 2011

Finance/Administration Committee meeting of October 12, 2011
Finance/Administration Committee meeting of October 18, 2011
Legislative and Regulatory Committee meeting of October 12, 2011
Motion by Reckling, second by Oszman to approve a Class B Combination License application for Cottonwood Bar & Grill Inc., Randall L Heinzel, agent, 312 DeWitt Street, Cottonwood Bar & Grill.  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll.
Motion by Reckling, second by Oszman to approve a Class B Fermented Malt Beverage and Class C Wine License application for Rally Cleaning Service & Sales LLC, Marco Rally, agent, 207 West Cook Street, D’Marco.  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll.

Motion by Reckling, second by Beebe to approve a Class B Fermented Malt Beverage and Class C Wine License application for Sueann Speck, 123 East Cook Street, Larry’s Smokehouse.  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll.
Plan Commission meeting of October 27, 2011
9. Old Business
None.
10. New Business

Resolutions
Resolution No. 11-061 relative to Opposing Assembly Bill 260, Amendment of Wis. Stat. §59.69(3)(b) was read and adopted 7 to 1 on motion by Oszman, second by Dodd and call of roll with Beebe voting no. Copies of the Resolution will be sent to the newspaper, Governor Walker, Senator Olson and Representative Clark.

Resolution No. 11-062 relative to Commercial Lease Agreement with Travis Aldridge was read and adopted unanimously on motion by Oszman, second by Dodd and call of roll.

Correspondence from Portage Historical Society regarding windows at the Museum
Correspondence from the Portage Historical Society regarding windows at the Museum was received and filed.
Closed Session
Motion by Reckling, second by Oszman to go into closed session pursuant to Wisconsin State Statutes 19.85(1)(e) for discussion of the potential purchase of property on the south side of the city, and pursuant to Wisconsin State Statutes 19.85(1)(g) to confer with legal counsel regarding an open records request.  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll at 8:24 p.m. 
11. Adjournment
Motion by Reckling, second by Oszman to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll at 8:45 p.m.
Marie A. Moe, WCPC, MMC


City Clerk

3

Page 2 of 4 

