
Common Council Proceedings 
City of Portage 

 
Regular Meeting 
Council Chambers      April 26, 2012 
City Municipal Building                                        6:30 PM  
 
 
1. Call to Order 

Mayor Jahn called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 
2. Roll Call 

Present:  Ald. Dodd, Ebneter, Garetson, Hamre, Maass, Miller, Oszman 
 
Excused:  Ald. Havlovic, Klapper 
 
Also Present:  Mayor Jahn, Clerk Moe, Administrator Plaster, Attorney 
Spankowski, Treasurer Lohr 
 
Media Present: Craig Sauer from Portage Daily Register, Bill Welsh from 
Cable TV 

  
 City Clerk Moe administered the Oath of Office to Alderperson Ebneter. 
 
3. Computer Demonstration on accessing council information online 

Treasurer Lohr gave a demonstration on accessing council information 
online. 
 

4. Pledge of Allegiance 
The Pledge of Allegiance was said. 
 

5. Approval of Agenda 
No changes. 

 
6. Minutes of Previous Meetings 

Motion by Oszman, second by Dodd to approve the minutes of the April 
17, 2012 Annual Business meeting.  Motion carried unanimously on call of 
roll. 

 
7. Consent Agenda 

Reports of Sub-Committees, Boards, and Commissions 
Community Development Authority meeting of March 20, 2012 
Library Board meeting of April 10, 2012 
Business Improvement District Board of Directors meeting of April 11, 
2012 
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License Applications 
Operator License applications for period ending June 30, 2012 for Bret M. 
Lamson. 
 
Motion by Dodd, second by Maass to approve the consent agenda.  The 
CDA minutes were updated with Brunt and Kreckman being excused.  
Item 8 in the BID minutes was discussing the sign ordinance.  There was 
discussion regarding the funding for Discover Wisconsin.  The funding is 
to come from the Tourism Promotion Committee, BID and the community.  
Motion carried unanimously on call of roll. 
 

8. Committee Reports 
Finance/Administration Committee meeting of April 12, 2012 
The minutes were corrected to read that the motion in item 4 carried. 
 
Plan Commission meeting of April 16, 2012 
 
Legislative and Regulatory Committee of Tuesday, April 24, 2012 
Motion by Oszman, second by Maass to approve the Class B Combination 
License application for Valarie Renee Gillingham, 123 East Cook Street 
(The Smoke House).  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll. 
 
Motion by Oszman, second by Maass to approve the Operator License 
application for Brooke A. Fahey.  Motion carried 6 to 1 on call of roll with 
Dodd voting no. 
 
Motion by Oszman, second by Maass to deny the Operator License 
application for Paula M. George based on the two (2) alcohol related 
convictions within the past five (5) years and incomplete and inaccurate 
information on the application.  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll. 
 

9. Old Business 
Discussion and possible action on correspondence from BID/Main Street 
regarding the placement of Farmers Market 
Steve Polnow spoke on behalf of the BID Board requesting that the city 
reconsider their decision and allow the Farmers Market to remain at 
Commerce Plaza for reasons cited in their letter dated April 22, 2012, 
which is on file, and include location and the availability of restrooms and 
water.  Motion by Maass, second by Hamre to approve holding the 
Farmers Market at Commerce Plaza.  Ald. Dodd stated that BID knew last 
year that once the improvements were completed at Market Square, the 
Farmers Market would be moving back to Market Square and that not all 
members of the BID Board favored keeping it at Commerce Plaza.  Ald. 
Oszman stated that calls he has received favored the Market Square 
location.  Ald. Hamre suggested that since the Market has been 
advertised for Commerce Plaza, the location could be looked at for next 
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year.  According to Mayor Jahn, calls he has received wanted the Market 
to remain at Commerce Plaza.  Ald. Garetson had concern with parking.  It 
was Ald. Maass’ opinion that since the businesses want the Market to be 
at Commerce Plaza; that is where it should be.  Ald. Miller agreed that the 
visibility at Commerce Plaza was huge and he encouraged businesses to 
stay open longer on those days.  Motion carried 4 to 3 on call of roll with 
Dodd, Garetson and Oszman voting no. 
 

10. New Business 
Resolutions 
Resolution No. 12-016 relative to County Highway Aid was read and 
adopted unanimously on motion by Oszman, second by Dodd and call of 
roll with Garetson abstaining. 
 
Resolution No. 12-017 relative to Commercial Lease Agreement with 
Highway Landscapers, Inc. was read and adopted unanimously on motion 
by Oszman second by Dodd and call of roll. 
 
Discussion of goals of the standing committees and other committees 
Mayor Jahn handed out possible goals and objectives for the upcoming 
council year, which will be discussed at a future meeting. 
 

11. Adjournment 
Motion by Oszman, second by Garetson to adjourn.  Mayor Jahn 
congratulated Columbia County Visitor’s Bureau award winners Tim 
Raimer for the Flea Market and Nancy Schaper.  Motion carried 
unanimously on call of roll at 7:43 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
Marie A. Moe, WCPC, MMC 

 City Clerk 


