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Common Council Proceedings 
City of Portage 

 
Regular Meeting 
Council Chambers      September 11, 2012 
City Municipal Building                                        7:00 PM  
 
 
1. Call to Order 

Mayor Jahn called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
2. Roll Call 

Present:  Ald. Dodd, Ebneter, Garetson, Hamre, Havlovic, Klapper, 
Maass, Miller, Oszman 
 
Also Present:  Mayor Jahn, City Clerk Moe, City Attorney Spankowski 
 
Media Present: Craig Sauer from Portage Daily Register, Bill Welsh from 
Cable TV  
 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 
The Pledge of Allegiance was said. 
 
A moment of silence was observed in remembrance of those who lost 
their lives on 09/11/01. 
 

4. Approval of Agenda 
No changes. 

 
5. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

Motion by Klapper, second by Oszman to approve the minutes of the 
August 23, 2012 Common Council meeting.  Motion by Dodd, second by 
Maass to amend the motion to correct the minutes as the Library Board 
Fundraising Task Force meeting of August 7, 2012 and the Community 
Development Authority meeting of August 14, 2012 were not approved.  
Motion carried unanimously on call of roll.  Ald. Maass pointed out that 
following discussion at the previous meeting, Mayor Jahn was going to 
discuss with Manager Raimer an item from the Park and Recreation Board 
minutes.  Mayor Jahn has done so.  Motion as amended  
carried unanimously on call of roll. 
 

6. Consent Agenda 
Reports of Sub-Committees, Boards, and Commissions 
Library Board Fundraising Task Force meeting of August 7, 2012 
Community Development Authority meeting of August 14, 2012 
Library Board meeting of August 21, 2012 
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Historic Preservation Commission meeting of August 21, 2012 
Airport Commission meeting of August 22, 2012 
 
Applications 
Operator License applications for period ending June 30, 2013 for the 
following: Charelle B. Becker, James D. Behnke, Joseph A. Boston, 
Michael R. Clark, Melissa C. Devine, Kelsey A. Hayes, Serena A. 
Knowles, Lynette M. Koch, Mary S. Ramsey, Margaret A. Russell, 
Matthew P. Russell.  
 
Motion by Dodd, second by Oszman, to approve the consent agenda.  
Motion carried on call of roll. 
 

7. Committee Reports 
Plan Commission Meeting of August 20, 2012 
 
Finance/Administration Committee Meeting of August 20, 2012 
Motion by Dodd, second by Klapper to approve the transfer from surplus 
of $25,000.00 to account number 100-02-54100-721 for economic 
development.  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll. 
 
Finance/Administration Committee meeting of September 4, 2012 
Motion by Dodd, second by Oszman to approve the transfer of $5800.00 
from account number 100-20-53510-510 to 100-20-53510-840 and 
$13,505.00 from surplus to account number 100-20-53510-840 for the 
PAPI light.  Motion carried on call of roll with Havlovic abstaining. 
 
Motion by Dodd, second by Oszman to approve the transfer from surplus 
of $4,600.00 to account number 100-35-55190-840 for conference room 
presentation displays.  Motion carried on call of roll. 
 
No action was taken on the appropriation of funds for municipal court 
office updates as there appears to be money in the borrowing to cover 
those expenses. 
 
Motion by Dodd, second by Klapper to approve the award of Contract No. 
12-009B, Hamilton Street and Cass Street Resurfacing, including Change 
Order No. 1 to Gasser Construction  in the amount of $83,909.00.  Motion 
carried unanimously on call of roll. 
 
Motion by Dodd, second by Hamre to approve the award of Contract No. 
12-010, East Wisconsin Street Resurfacing, including Change Order No. 1 
to Gasser Construction in the amount of $176,475.00.  Motion carried on 
call of roll. 
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Motion by Dodd, second by Klapper to approve the payment of claims in 
the amount of $1,089,526.91.  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll. 
 
Human Resources Committee meeting of August 22, 2012 
 
Human Resources Committee meeting of September 5, 2012 
Motion by Maass, second by Klapper to approve the position description 
for Administrative Assistant/Deputy Treasurer.  Motion carried 
unanimously on call of roll. 
 
Motion by Oszman, second by Dodd to approve the appointment of Jean 
Mohr as Interim City Treasurer for a period not to exceed six (6) months at 
a rate of $25.00 per hour.  Motion carried on call of roll. 
 
Motion by Dodd, second by Oszman to allow Carolyn Severson to carry 
over a maximum of 14 days vacation, which is to be used within the next 
180 days.  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll. 
 
Municipal Services and Utilities Committee meeting of September 6, 2012 
Motion by Garetson, second by Miller to approve in-kind services request 
for Portage United Church Fun Run, October 13, 2012.  Motion carried 8 
to 1 on call of roll with Maass voting no. 
 
Motion by Garetson, second by Oszman to deny the insurance claim for 
Eric Swanson.  Motion carried 8 to 1 on call of roll with Dodd voting no. 
 
Motion by Garetson, second by Oszman to deny the insurance claim for 
Nick Hrysko.  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll. 
 
There was discussion regarding the error by Gasser Construction, 
pulverizing the wrong street, Ridgeview Court instead of Parkview Court.  
Motion by Maass, second by Havlovic to deny the city paying 25% of the 
$23,000 cost to repave the street.  Discussion continued with some 
members of the opinion that the city could pay approximately $5000 
toward the street because of the value received of having an entirely new 
street.  Motion failed 8 to 1 on call of roll with Dodd, Ebneter, Garetson, 
Hamre, Havlovic, Klapper, Miller and Oszman voting no. 
 

8. Old Business 
 
None. 
 

9. New Business 
Resolutions 
Resolution No. 12-039 relative to Community Development block Grant 
Housing Rehabilitation Program Housing Procedures Manual was read 
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and adopted unanimously on motion by Oszman, second by Havlovic and 
call of roll. 
 
Resolution No. 12-040 relative to Signatures on Accounts was read and 
adopted unanimously on motion by Oszman, second by Klapper and call 
of roll. 
 
Resolution No. 12-041 relative to Employment Agreement with Interim City 
Administrator was read by and adopted unanimously on motion by 
Oszman, second by Klapper and call of roll. 
 
Proclamation 
Mayor Jahn read the Kids Day America Proclamation. 
 
Motion by Klapper, second by Oszman, to approve Report Regarding the 
Care and Maintenance of Soldiers’ Graves for Silver Lake Cemetery.  
Motion carried unanimously on call of roll. 

 
10. Closed Session 

Motion by Oszman, second by Dodd to go into closed session pursuant to 
Wisconsin State Statutes 19.85(1)(e) to consider the potential purchase of 
property on Silver Lake Drive and the potential sale of property on 
Gunderson Drive/County Highway CX.  Motion carried unanimously on 
call of roll at 8:25 p.m. 
 

11. Adjournment 
Motion by Oszman, second by Hamre to adjourn.  Motion carried on call of 
roll at 8:53 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
Marie A. Moe, WCPC, MMC 

 City Clerk 
 


