City of Portage

Historic Preservation Commission

Tuesday, May 17, 2011, 6:00 p.m.

Municipal Building, 115 West Pleasant Street, Conference Room One

Minutes

Members Present: 
Doug Klapper, Chairperson; J. Robert Curtis, Judy Eulberg, Erin Foley, Mary Ann Harding, Destinee Udelhoven

Members Excused: Stephanie Miller-Lamb, Rebecca Robinson
1. Roll call
Meeting was called to order by the chairman at 6:00 p.m. 

2. Approval of previous minutes

Minutes of the April 27, 2011, were reviewed and discussed. Klapper commented on the Fox-Wisconsin Heritage Parkway sponsorship approved in April and noted waterway activities scheduled for the Portage area, including a Paddle on June 5th.  Eulberg noted that a claim approved at the April meeting has been only partially paid to date. Eulberg also commented on a lecture series recently presented as well as tours being conducted through the Historic Districts downtown. Following discussion the minutes as distributed were approved by voice and placed on file. 
3. Discussion and possible action on naming of city parking lots

Curtis, Eulberg and Klapper reviewed meetings and progress to date on the project to name and select signs for City parking lots. The project is ongoing and will be discussed further at the next meeting. 
4. Discussion and possible on spring HPC award

The Commission discussed preparations underway to date for the Spring HPC Award, including the selection of a property.  Several properties were suggested for consideration by members.  Presentation plaques for the quarterly awards are being ordered by Udelhoven.  Discussion will continue at the June HPC meeting; presentation to the City Council is planned for late June. 
5. Discussion and possible action on Certificate of Appropriateness

Progress and revisions to the HPC’s Certificate of Appropriateness were presented by Foley.  Discussion included identifying specific needs requiring a certificate on file.  Minor changes were suggested to the draft document, which is now referred to the City Clerk for input and approval.  Final review and action to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness is anticipated at the June meeting. 

6. Eulberg report on Architectural Styles

Information regarding Lustron Houses (1947-1950) and International Style (1925-1945) was presented by Eulberg.  Text was reviewed and small changes suggested. These represent the last in a series of 14 architectural styles presented by Eulberg. Final review is anticipated in July, with approval in August. The information thereafter will be available to the public on the City’s website. 

7. Miller-Lamb report on Museum at the Portage window replacement

Discussion on window problems and repairs at the Museum at the Portage was deferred to the June meeting when Miller-Lamb can be present.  Curtis provided a summary of the Museum’s history, including information about previous ownership, and the City’s acquisition of the historic building.  Eulberg noted presentations and information on windows, glass and marble through the Wisconsin Historical Society, including an in-depth conference scheduled for September 23-24 at Stevens Point. 

8. Discussion and possible action on filling vacancy on HPC

Progress in filling the vacancy currently existing on the Commission will be presented by the chairman, Doug Klapper at the June meeting 

9. Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 7:23 p.m. Date of the next regular meeting will be Tuesday, June 21 at 6 PM 

 Mary Ann Harding, Recorder 
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