City of Portage

Historic Preservation Commission

Tuesday, June 21, 2011, 6:00 p.m.

Municipal Building, 115 West Pleasant Street, Conference Room Two
Minutes

Members Present: 
Doug Klapper, Chairperson; J. Robert Curtis, Erin Foley, Mary Ann Harding, Stephanie Miller-Lamb, Destinee Udelhoven

Members Excused: Judy Eulberg, Rebecca Robinson

Guests: 
Craig Sauer, Press (In and out of meeting), Kristin Schumacher, Intern at Indian Agency House

1. Roll call

Klapper called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.
2. Approval of previous minutes

Curtis moved to amend the minutes to reflect the approval to purchase of Portage Green for May Architectural Scavenger Hunt first place ($50.00) and second place ($25.00) winners. Udelhoven 2nd the motion, which was approved unanimously by voice vote.

3. Discussion and possible action on claims

Payment for the Portage Green certificates will be made after the first meeting of the City Council next month, when the minutes are published. Information will be provided to Marianne Hanson at the Portage Chamber of Commerce for distribution of the Portage Green.

Udelhoven presented receipt from Baraboo Supreme Awards in the amount of $105.00 for purchase of three plaques for the quarterly Historic Preservation Awards. Curtis moved to approve a $105.00 reimbursement to Udelhoven for purchase of the plaques. Foley seconded the motion. Udelhoven abstained from the vote. Motion passed by voice vote.
4. Discussion and possible action on naming of city parking lots
Members reviewed the research/information provided for the signs. Group discussed length of the blurb, what would look best on the signs and consistency of style and formatting of years, dates, names, etc. Foley will work to make the style and formatting of those elements consistent. Writers will continue to edit and tweak the descriptions. Commission will review again at July meeting.
5. Discussion and possible on HPC award
Group had a lively and spirited discussion of potential properties and whether the award would/should include city owned properties (such as the cemetery) or be focused on private homes and businesses in order to encourage maintenance and preservation. Group did not agree on a candidate for the Spring Award; Spring award candidates will be reviewed again at the July meeting. Group will review and consider the awards annually to ensure that the awards still fit the goals and priorities of the PHPC.
6. Discussion and possible action on Certificate of Appropriateness
Klapper reported that after speaking with the City Clerk, the following changes need to be made to the Certificate of Appropriateness: 
· Addition of the tax parcel number 
· Inclusion of a fee to cover the work done by City staff in relation to granting of a certificate
The certificate will need to go to the Legislative and Regulatory Committee for fee assignment. That committee will need to assess and decide on the appropriate fee, per the City’s fee schedules. 

Foley will add a place on the certificate for inclusion of the tax parcel number, as well as a place to note ‘Fee Paid’. The instruction sheet for the certificate of appropriateness will be amended to reflect that a fee will be charged for administering the certificate. The certificate and instructions will be reviewed at the July meeting.

7. Discussion and possible action on window replacement at Museum at the Portage
Miller-Lamb reported on a visit to the Museum at the Portage in April where maintenance and replacement issues with the museum’s windows were discussed. Per Dick Lillie of the Portage Historical Society, the city was considering replacement of all of the windows in the museum with vinyl windows. During the visit it was noted that there were very few, if any, screens or storm windows on the building, although there were clear indications that screens and or storm windows had been in place at one time. Miller-Lamb reported that during the visit, many of the original storm windows were located in the attic. Miller-Lamb will draft a letter to the City Council on behalf the commission, for review by the PHPC in July, supporting the Portage Historical Society’s desire to forego purchase of replacement vinyl windows and instead, to

· Reinstall the storm windows that are in good condition now.

· Re-glaze and repair other existing storm windows so they may be installed.

· Get an estimate on costs to construct any missing storm windows. 
· Set up a schedule of prioritized window maintenance in order to complete the storm window construction and installation and to keep the windows in good order.

Curtis reported that the Portage Historical Society has done significant work on the interior of the building but lack of proper exterior maintenance is of great concern. He reported on additional issues that were found during the site visit, including but not restricted to failing masonry, bulging brickwork in exterior walls due to water seepage, bulging brickwork in the chimney in the southwest corner of the house over Zona Gale’s study, drainage issues, and failing interior plasterwork due to water seepage. The bulging chimney brickwork is cause for concern for public safety, to the point that that access to the rose garden has been closed and temporary fencing installed to keep people out of that area. Harding moved that the Municipal Services Committee discuss and take possible action on repairs to the exterior of the Museum at the Portage; further, Harding recommends that the Portage Historical Society obtain estimates on work that needs to be done to the building exterior. Miller-Lamb seconded the motion, which passed unanimously by voice vote.
8. Discussion and possible action on HPC presence at Columbia County Fair
The Portage Historical Society, Surgeon’s Quarters and Historic Indian Agency House will all have a presence at the Columbia County Fair. The groups are willing to have PHPC information available for guests to the booths to pick-up. The PHPC will discuss a possible presence at the 2012 Columbia County Fair.
9. Discussion and possible action on filling vacancy on HPC
Group discussed parties who have expressed an interest. Klapper will inquire with the parties further to discuss potential seats on the Commission. Discussion will continue at the July meeting.
10. Discussion and possible action on Fox Wisconsin Heritage Parkway
Klapper provided the URL for the project (heritageparkway.org) and suggested that members go to the site, read more about the project and make suggestions to the project for information that should be included on the site. Klapper reported on the paddle events recently passed and upcoming. He will continue to report as developments warrant
11. Adjournment
Klapper adjourned the meeting at 7:55 pm.
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