City of Portage

Municipal Services and Utilities Committee Minutes
Thursday, July 7, 2011

Members:  Rick Dodd, Chairperson; Richard L. Beebe, Jeff Garetson, Doug Klapper, Michael G. Oszman

Others present: Tim Raimer, Scott Maass, Kory Anderson, Jerry Foellmi, Brian Meixner, Julie Geise, Kirk Konkel, Jeff Monfort, Carmen Griffith, and Craig Sauer
1. Roll Call 
All present
2. Approval of meeting minutes from June 2, 2011, June 9, 2011, and June 15, 2011 
Motion by Oszman to approve previous minutes, second by Klapper.  Passed on call of roll 5-0 
3. Discussion and possible action on splash park 
General Engineering presented design option 4A which brought concerns of a mid -block crosswalk and having skate park and splash park next to each another. Portage School wants more of a commitment from the city in regards to the proposed street before a land swap will happen. Questions on cost of the skate park and splash park also the operations cost are still up in the air.       

4. Discussion and possible action on solutions for storm water management for the 200 and 300 blocks of Howard and Henry Drive
There were nine possible solutions presented for Howard St. area, Henry Dr. area seems to have same problems.  No action was taken.
5. Discussion and possible action on tree/brush cutting on levee
Questions were brought up about the $10,000 that is no longer in the budget for maintenance on the levee. Scott Maass will check on getting quotes for cutting trees and brush.  There is $7,680 in the budget for this.  This is a maintenance issue with the contract that was previously approved. 
6. Discussion and possible action on parking lot naming project
The HPC is still putting the finishing touches on the background information.  The names have been finalized and will be on a future agenda.  No action was taken  
7. Discussion and possible action on in-kind request from Greater Portage Area Youth Education Foundation for approval of placing banners on city owned property
They would like to place four banners at the entrances to the city.  Same request as last year.  Motion by Oszman to allow GPAYE to put up four banners as long as they call diggers hotline before doing so, Second by Beebe. passed on call of roll 5-0
8. Discussion and possible action on crosswalks on East Wisconsin Street There have been several requests to place crosswalks on E. Wisconsin Street.  The areas that were looked at; Pauquette St. to allow better access to Riverside Park and at Waunona Trail to allow better access to the levee trail and the Heritage trail. Scott Maass will look into costs for signage and marking and whether we need WDOT approval.  This will be placed on a future agenda.  
9. Discussion and possible action on 2011 street reconstruction projects (West Cook St., Armstrong St., and W. Franklin St.)
No action was taken. W. Cook is complete, which came in approximately $100,000 under budget which was the original estimate; Armstrong St. has been started along with Franklin St.  The substantial completion dates for these two projects is before school starts in August 27
10. Discussion and possible action on 2011 capital projects
The 2011 capital projects were a bit aggressive and because the borrowing was later in the year, it will not be possible to complete them all this year.  After brief discussion on capital projects and prioritizing projects, consensus was that we can move some of them to next year. Bob, Larry and I will finalize the list of projects to move to next year.  No action was taken.   
11.  Adjournment

Motion by Oszman second by Klapper to adjourn at 8:04. Passed on call of roll
Rick Dodd, Chairperson
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