
City of Portage 
Finance/Administration Committee Meeting 

(This meeting will constitute a meeting of the Community Development 
Block Grant Committee.) 

Monday, May 7, 2012, 7:00 p.m. 
Municipal Building, Conference Room One 

Agenda 
 

Members:  Rick Dodd, Chairperson; Kenneth A. Ebneter, Carolyn Hamre, Marty 
Havlovic, Doug Klapper 
 
 

1. Roll Call 
 
2. Approval of minutes from April 12, 2012 
 
3. Election of a vice chairperson 

 
4. Discussion and possible action on claims 

 
5. Discussion and possible action on setting interest terms for preliminary 

special assessment resolutions 
 

6. Discussion and possible action on amount of borrowing and logistics 
 

7. Set date for borrowing meeting with Dave Wagner of Ehlers and Associates 
 

8. Discussion and possible action on training request 
 

9. Discussion and possible action on 2012 Federal Section 5311 Transit 
Capital Assistance contract 
 

10. Discussion and possible action on Amended 2009 Section 5311 ARRA 
Capital Assistance contract 
 

11. Discussion and possible action on agreement with Keep Safe 
 

12. Discussion and possible action on award of Contract No. 12-004 Vbox 
Spreader Truck and Snow Plow 
 

13. Discussion and possible action on Community Development Block Grant 
application, Portage #14 
 

14. Discussion and possible action on Change Order No. 1 for Contract No. 12-
002 Silver Lake Beach House 
 

15. Adjournment 
 
Rick Dodd, Chairperson 



City of Portage 
Finance/Administration Committee Meeting 

(This meeting will constitute a meeting of the Community Development 
Block Grant Committee) 

Thursday, April 12, 2012, 6:40 p.m. 
Municipal Building, Conference Room One 

 
Members Present: Daniel Brunt, Chairperson; Kenneth A. Ebneter, Doug 
Klapper, Fredrik W. Reckling, Martin Havlovic 
 
Others Present:  City Administrator Plaster, City Clerk Moe, City Treasurer Lohr, 
Marianne Hanson, PACC, Gil Meisgeier, Jerry Indermark and Craig Sauer from 
Portage Daily Register. 
 

1. Roll Call 
The meeting was called to order at 6:40 pm 

 
2. Approval of minutes from previous meeting 

Motion by Klapper, second by Reckling to approve the minutes from March 
22, 2012.  Motion 5-0 

 
3. Discussion and possible action on award of Contract No. 12-002, 

Silver Lake Beach House 
Chairman Brunt noted a change order will be needed because of a two foot 
base and was not included in the bid from Kunkel.  He also noted that there 
was a lack of reference for a small wall that will need to be addressed. 
 
Reckling asked if the building will be in the same location.  Administrator 
Plaster stated that the DNR state that a Chapter 30 permit would be 
required to move the location. 
 
Brunt advised that the beach and the lake are amenities for the City yet 
there are numerous aesthetic and erosion issues that should be addressed.  
He would like the balance of the $100,000 budgeted for the project that has 
not been spent yet should be set aside to handle the multiple upkeep and 
aesthetic items. 
 
Motion by Reckling, seconded by Havlovic to utilize entire $100,000 
budgeted for Silver Lake Beach house to handle the upkeep on the beach 
area and erosion issues to be prioritized by Parks Department.  Motion 
carried unanimously on call of roll. 
 

4. Discussion and possible action on police deck/floor renovation  
Motion by Reckling, seconded by Klapper to accept the lowest bid from MRI 
for $24,950 for the police garage repairs.  Motion carried unanimously on a 
call of roll. 
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5. Discussion and possible action on award of engineering contract for 
Welcome center 
Discussion ensued on whether or not the engineering will be based on a 
single story decision with the ability to support a second story or just a 
single story structured building. 
  
Motion by Klapper, seconded by Havlovic to approve a single story building 
designed without the option of a second story.  Motion failed on a 2-3 call of 
roll. 
 
Motion by Reckling, seconded by Havlovic to award bid to General 
Engineering for the design of a one-story building with the ability to add on 
a second story.  Motion carries 4-1 with Klapper opposed. 
 

6. Discussion and possible action on claims 
Motion by Reckling, second by Klapper to approve claims in the amount of 
$830,381.65.  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll. 
 

7. Update on sewer revenue for 2011 and 1st quarter 2012 
Treasurer Lohr mentioned that the amounts for the 1st quarter of 2012 were 
up from the previous years first quarter.  The change did not take effect until 
April of 2011 which was after the first quarter. 
 
Administrator Plaster mentioned that all RBC’s are in use now that the rates 
decreased and the usage has increased.  The long term affect could be a 
shortened useful life. 
 
No action was taken on this item. 
 

8. Discussion and possible action on Memorandum of Understanding for 
operation and maintenance of automated Wisconsin River gauging 
system  
Motion by Reckling, second by Klapper to approve the MOU with Columbia 
County to operate and maintain the automated Wisconsin River gauging 
system.  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll. 
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9. Discussion and possible action on Memorandum of Agreement for 
Automated River Gauging System with National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration 
Brunt read through the highlighted items in the MOA. Klapper questioned 
what the amount of the City’s portion. 
 
Motion by Reckling, seconded by Klapper to approve the MOA with NOAA 
for automation of the River Gauging System.  Motion carried unanimously 
on call of roll. 
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10. Discussion and possible action on award of contract for Well #3 
Renovation  
Motion by Reckling, second by Havlovic to award the lowest bid from 
Municipal Solutions for $17,412 with the optional item #11 for a total of 
$23,162, if needed.  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll. 
 

11. Adjournment 
Motion by Reckling, second by Ebneter at 7:10 pm.  Motion carried 
unanimously on call of roll. 
 
 
Ruth A. Lohr 
City Treasurer 
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