
City of Portage 
Municipal Services and Utilities Committee Meeting 

(This meeting will constitute a meeting of the Legislative and Regulatory 
Committee as a quorum of members will be present; but no business of that 

committee will be taken up.) 
Thursday June 7, 2012 6:00 p.m. 

Municipal Building, 115 West Pleasant Street, Conference Room One 
Agenda 

 
 
Members:  Jeff Garetson, Chairperson; Carol Hamre, Doug Klapper, Frank Miller, 

Michael G. Oszman 
 

1. Roll Call 

2. Approval of meeting minutes from previous meeting 

3. Discussion and possible action on Conant Street parking structure 

4. Discussion and possible action on the Design Engineering for the West Haertel 
Street Improvement Project 

5. Discussion and possible action on the request from Portage Curling Club for a 
credit on the sewer portion their water bill 

6. Discussion and possible action on recommendation of concrete crushing for 
concrete pile which is located between Morgan Street and the railroad tracks 

7. Discussion and possible action on Compliance Maintenance Annual Report  

8. Discussion regarding the possible location of a traffic signal on East Wisconsin 
Street at Wauona Trail 

9. Discussion on splash pad project 

10. Discussion on skate park project 

11. Updates on street and park projects 

12. Adjournment  
    

 
Jeff Garetson, Chairperson 



City of Portage 
Municipal Services and Utilities Committee Meeting 

(This meeting will constitute a meeting of the Legislative and Regulatory 
Committee as a quorum of members will be present; but no business of that 

committee will be taken up.) 
Thursday, May 3, 2012 6:30 p.m. 

Municipal Building, 115 West Pleasant Street, Conference Room One 
Minutes 

 
Members:  Jeff Garetson, Chairperson; Carol Hamre, Doug Klapper, Frank Miller, 

Michael G. Oszman 
 
Others Present: Bob Redelings, Scott Maass, Tim Raimer, Kory Anderson, Bill 

Tierney, Marianne Hanson, Gil Meisgeier, Rita Maass, Craig Sauer 
 

1. Roll Call 
All present 

 
2. Approval of meeting minutes from previous meeting 

Motion by Oszman to approve second by Klapper. Passed on roll call 5-0. 
 

3. Election of a Vice Chairperson 
Klapper nominated Oszman second by Miller. Passed on roll call 5-0 

 
4. Election of a recording secretary 

Klapper nominated Hamre second by Miller, Hamre nominated Klapper, died 
lack of second. Hamre nominated by call of roll. Passed 4-1 Hamre voting no. 

 
5. Discussion on day and time of meetings 

Dates to stay the same times will change to 6 pm. 
 

6. Update on mosquito policy 
Dir Redelings notified that brochures we be available at City Hall and on the 
website also will ask if Bill Welsh can air the presentation giving by Pellitri. 

 
7. Discussion and possible action on requests for in-kind services  

A.     Wavier of fee for street closure permit for Portage Area Chamber of    
Commerce for MDA Freedom Ride 
A discussion about location of banners was brought up. The committee 
asked Tim Raimer to look at locations of banners and give 
recommendations on locations.  Motion by Ozsman second by Klapper to 
approve. Passed on call of roll 5-0    

B.     Canal Days Encampment 
Motion Ozsman second Klapper to approve passed on call of roll. 5-0   

 
8. Discussion and possible action on storm water management at New 

Pinery Road and Collins St. (Richard Minnema) and Jefferson Street. 
Collins St is still waiting for School board approval, they will meet on May 14, 



no other updates.... Jefferson St , FEMA denied grant application for financial 
aid, however COE approved the use of smart ditch or some other device 
equivalent to. Which estimate cost of 90k.  Motion by Oszman second by 
Klapper,  for Dir Redelings to pursue purchase or gain easement of land just 
east of Hamilton St. (Councilmen Klapper wanted to remind residents not to 
blow grass clippings and leave into city streets, this can cause drainage 
issues.) 

 
9. Discussion and possible action on trees replacement plan for 100 blocks 

of east and west Cook Street 
Tim Raimer will do a walk through to look at locations and find out what type of 
vaults will be needed. Tim will come up with a plan for June meeting. 

 
10. Discussion and possible action on Conant Street parking structure 

Dir Redelings gave update that after study was completed shows that the costs 
of repairs would be 250k - 300k. No action was taken do that was just 
completed and Dir Redelings had not had a chance to review entire study. Dir 
Redelings will provide a copy of the study to full council. 

 
11. Discussion and possible action on change order for Silver Lake Beach 

Bathhouse 
Dir. Redelings reports that the original foundation is not sufficient and will 
require removal. A change order of $8405 will be needed instead of putting it 
out for bid since the project is already close to being 5 weeks behind. Motion by 
Oszman second by Miller to approve change order. Passed on call of roll 5-0. 

 
12. Discussion on splash pad project 

Service clubs report they have raised $62k, however there has not been a land 
transfer with the school district which has slowed down fund raising. 

 
13. Discussion on skate park project 

There is money in the budget but there has not been a whole lot of interest from 
community. Oszman suggests that if the pad was there it may spark more 
interest from the community. 

 
14. Discussion on vehicle replacement for one ton pickup and dump truck 

Trucks are in the budget and are spec out soon to go out for bids. 
 

15. Updates on street and park projects 
Dir Redelings gave reports on capital projects along with a schedule. 

 
16. Discussion and possible action on West Howard Street Sanitary Sewer 

Replacement Project 
There is a chronic sewer back up on West Howard St., immediately east of 
Lock St. The 2012 Underground Utility Project includes replacement of the 6” 
sewer on W. Howard St. from Lock St. to MacFarlane Rd. This requires adding 
80 ft to the project. Motion by Ozsman second by Klapper to approve the 
change of the project. Passed on call of roll 5-0. 



17. Adjournment  
Motion to adjourn by Ozsman second by Miller. Passed 5-0  8:25 pm 

 
 
Jeff Garetson, Chairperson 



From: Bob Redelings
To: Marie Moe; Rebecca Ness
Cc: Ruth Lohr
Subject: FW: Consultant ratings/recommendation
Date: Friday, June 01, 2012 12:21:53 PM

Marie,
 
Please see emails below for M.S. – Haertel St. Engineering recommendation. Ruth was also in
agreement, primarily based on the cost for services.
 
Bob
 

From: Jeff Garetson 
Sent: Thursday, May 24, 2012 6:55 AM
To: Bob Redelings; Ruth Lohr
Subject: RE: Consultant ratings/recommendation
 
I would agree with you.
 
Jeff Garetson, 2nd District Alderperson, (608) 697-9363 
 

From: Bob Redelings
Sent: Wed 5/23/2012 2:24 PM
To: Ruth Lohr; Jeff Garetson
Subject: Consultant ratings/recommendation

The following are my opinions of how the two firms stacked up. Please let me know if you concur or
have a different opinion. Your input is encouraged.
 

On a scale of 0 to 10, both firms rated an average of 7.6 which is closer to excellent than above
average. It is evident that both firms would do an excellent job with public involvement, problem
identification and meeting the schedule. Both firms have the capacity to perform the work and
have done many DOT type projects.

 
A huge plus for MSA is their familiarity with the project and the City’s experience with the firm(s)
– Grothman is local and MSA did a yeoman’s job with the 2011 street reconstruction projects.
The converse is true - Jewell hasn’t previously worked for the City and may not be as familiar
with the project.

 
A huge plus for Jewell is their recognition of key project elements – their team discussed more
specifics of the project and is comprised of individuals that would address key issues such as
environmental aspects (previous dump and wetland). Conversely, MSA’s team consisted of
Survey/ROW specialist, traffic signal engineer and local road P.M. w/ expertise in utilities. These
items aren’t considered to be major elements of this project.

 
Because both teams were so evenly matched and touted their relationship w/ WisDOT’s
management consultant, their WisDOT ratings were obtained. Though both company’s ratings
were good, none of MSA’s projects included Joe DeYoung - the proposed project manager for
the Haertel St. project.

 
Another distinguishing item is cost. Jewell’s proposal included a cost of nearly 75% of MSA’s
cost.
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We recognize having Jim Grothman on the team brings some political persuasion to the table.

 
In conclusion, I’d recommend Jewell, but reserve the right to include Grothman in the mix if Jim agrees
and right of way becomes an issue. If Jim wouldn’t agree and political persuasion occurs, I’d like to
approach MSA with a change in Project Manager, perhaps Mike Statz.
 
Bob
 
Robert G. Redelings, PE, DPW
City of Portage, WI 53901
bob.redelings@ci.portage.wi.us
(w) 608.742.2176, ext. 325
(f)  608.742.8623
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From: Marie Moe
To: Rebecca Ness
Subject: FW: [BULK]
Date: Friday, June 01, 2012 4:10:04 PM
Importance: Low

 
 

From: Bob Redelings 
Sent: Friday, June 01, 2012 12:37 PM
To: Daniel Brunt
Cc: Jeff Garetson; Marie Moe
Subject: FW: [BULK] 
Importance: Low
 
Dan,
 
This item is coming before Municipal Services next week. Did you come across the photos I requested
last week? Thanks.
 
Bob
 

From: Jeff Garetson 
Sent: Thursday, May 17, 2012 6:08 PM
To: Bob Redelings
Subject: FW: [BULK] 
Importance: Low
 
Bob are you aware of this and can you investigate.
 
Jeff Garetson, 2nd District Alderperson, (608) 697-9363 
 

From: Vietta Kampen [mailto:vkkampen@gmail.com]
Sent: Thu 5/17/2012 9:53 AM
To: Jeff Garetson
Cc: Dan Brunt
Subject: [BULK]

Jeff,
I understand that you are the chairperson of the Municipal Services Committee. During
Mixed Nationals which were held from March 17-24, we had to run water through our
cooling tower to maintain the ice. We are asking the city to dismiss the sewer portion
($207.51) of our bill because the warm water was discharged onto the lawn and not back into
the sewer system. If you have any questions, please give me a call at 697-6510.
Sincerely,
Vietta Kampen
Treasurer Portage Curling Club
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