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City of Portage 
Plan Commission Meeting 
Monday, October 21, 2013 
Public Hearing – 6:25 p.m. 

Regular Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
City Municipal Building, 115 West Pleasant Street 

Conference Room Two 
Agenda 

 
Members: Mayor Bill Tierney, Chairperson; Addie A. Tamboli, Vice-Chairperson; 

Robert Redelings, City Engineer, Jan Bauman, Brian Zirbes, Mike 
Oszman, Peter Tofson 

 
Public Hearing – 6:25 p.m. 
 Consider conditional use permit for Tommy D. Nakielski vehicles 

sales & equipment. 
 
Regular Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 

 
1. Roll call 
 
2. Approval of minutes from previous meeting 

 
3. Discussion and possible action on Conditional Use Permit for Tommy 

D. Nakielski for the additional use of vehicles sales and equipment at 
901 E. Wisconsin Street. 
 

4. Discussion and possible action on Certified Survey Map resulting from 
request to combine tax parcels 11271-112 and 11271-113. 

 
5. Discussion and possible action regarding letter from FEMA regarding 

final flood hazards. 
 

6. Discussion and possible action on Sidewalk Master Plan. 
 

7. Discussion and possible action on P.A.T.H.S. 
 

8. Adjournment. 
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City of Portage 
Plan Commission Meeting 

Monday, September 23, 2013 
Public Hearing – 6:25 p.m. 

Regular Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
City Municipal Building, 115 West Pleasant Street 

Conference Room One 
 
Members present: Mayor Bill Tierney, Chairperson; Addie A. Tamboli, Vice-

Chairperson; Robert Redelings, City Engineer, Brian Zirbes and Mike 
Oszman. 

 
Members excused: Jan Bauman and Peter Tofson 
 
Others present: Charles Poches, PCSD Superintendent, Dave Gunderson, Jim 

Grothman, Bill Welsh and Craig Sauer 
 
Public Hearing – 6:25 p.m. 
  
Consider amending conditional use permit for Portage Community School District                               
issued on August 16, 2010. 
 
 Mayor Tierney read the Notice of Public Hearing and asked for the 

first time I there was anyone present who wished to speak for or 
against amending the conditional use permit issued to the PDSD. 
Charles Poches  indicated the PCSD’s appreciation for the Planning 
Commission’s reconsideration of the initial CUP and that it’s the 
PDSD’s intention to construct the concrete sidewalk when the 
parking lot is reconstructed. Mr. Poches mentioned that the fence 
had been removed which made the walkway safer and at this time, 
finances were a factor in not proceeding at this time. 

 
 Mayor Tierney asked for the second time if there was anyone present 

who wished to speak for or against amending the conditional use 
permit issued to the PDSD. 

 
Mayor Tierney asked for the third and final time if there was anyone 
present who wished to speak for or against amending the conditional 
use permit issued to the PDSD. Hearing no comments, the Mayor 
declared the Public Hearing over at 6:28 p.m. 

 
Regular Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 

 
1. Roll call 
 
2. Approval of minutes from previous meeting 
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Motion by Oszman, second by Tamboli to approve the minutes. Motion 
passed 5 to 0 on call of the roll. 

 
3. Discussion and possible action on sidewalk request by Amy Cohee. 

 
Redelings mentioned that this sidewalk was suggested as one to be 
included on the sidewalk master plan. Oszman suggested it be moved 
up on the schedule. Tamboli suggested a letter be sent to Ms. Cohee 
along w/ a map of the proposed sidewalks. Mayor Tierney indicated he 
had been contacted by Ms. Cohee, requesting the sidewalk and 
agreed that a letter would be appropriate. 

 
4. Discussion and possible action on amending the conditions of the 

Conditional Use Permit issued to the Portage Community School 
District for the construction of a District Administration Building in an 
R1 Single Family Residential District. 

 
Mayor Tierney indicated the parking lot pathway was marked very well, 
but the sidewalk construction should coincide with the parking lot 
reconstruction. Mr. Poches said it would be appropriate to hold the 
PCSD to a timeline. 
 
Redelings mentioned that he wouldn’t be able to support the pavement 
as sufficient for sidewalk purposes due to the severe cracking which is 
not permitted by City ordinance. Mayor Tierney inquired as to potential 
exposure. Redelings replied that both the City and PCSD would likely 
incur exposure. 
 
Zirbes suggested the sidewalk be constructed in the next 5 years. Mr. 
Poches said the parking lot reconstruction wasn’t on PCSD’s 5 year 
CIP but would expect it to be reconstructed within the next 10 years. 
 
Motion by Tamboli, second by Oszman to amend the previous CUP 
with the following conditions:  
 

 A concrete sidewalk is to be constructed by 2020 or in concert 
with the parking lot reconstruction if it occurs sooner. 

 The PCSD is to maintain highly visible striping to delineate the 
pathway from the remainder of the parking lot, and 

 When the sidewalk is constructed, the terrace area is to be 
replaced with a grassed area (to assist with stormwater 
management) 

 
Motion passed 4 to 1 with Redelings voting no. 
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5. Discussion and possible action on proposed CSM for Dave 
Gunderson. 

 
Mr. Gunderson mentioned that until he received communication from 
Redelings last week, he wasn’t aware there were concerns with fire 
department vehicles turning onto Marlyn Drive. Earlier today, he met 
with the Chief Simonson on site to review the issue. He also met with 
Engineer Redelings to discuss other concerns. Mr. Grothman drafted a 
revised CSM to address the issues (attached). 
 
In response to Mayor Tierney’s inquiry, Mr. Gunderson indicated that 
he expects the 2 single family lots to be more marketable than if the 
land remained a condo development expansion area. Mr. Grothman 
indicated the proposed CSM is the first step in revising the plat of 
Rolling Hills Country Estates. 
 
Redelings expressed the ongoing concern of Marlyn Drive functioning 
as a public way. Mr. Grothman said a public easement would be 
provided for Marlyn Drive and the ultimate development would have 
Marlyn Drive as an 18’ alley. Redelings suggested this may be 
feasible, but the section of Marlyn Drive intersecting Wood Thrush 
Circle is under the control of Oak Hills Condominium Association. Mr. 
Grothman indicated there are on-going discussions with the condo 
association and cooperation is likely because Marlyn Drive may not be 
plowed if the association allowed it to remain as a private drive. 
Oszman agreed. 
 
Zirbes inquired as to why have an easement in lieu of a public right of 
way. Mr. Grothman said they didn’t want to go full bore without an 
overall plan in place. 
 
Tamboli inquired about water service. Redelings indicated there’s a 
watermain on Morningstar and Wood Thrush. Mr. Gunderson 
mentioned there’s also (private) water and sewer on Marlyn Drive. 
Tamboli suggested it would be beneficial to have a watermain loop on 
Marlyn Drive and Forest Hill Drive. Redelings supported the 
suggestion. 
 
Zirbes inquired if the lots would have Morningstar addresses. 
Redelings indicated that addresses would be assigned when building 
permits were obtained. Lot 2 would have a Morningstar address. 
Zirbes inquired about setbacks. The frontage on Marlyn Drive would be 
the rear yard, which has a 40’ setback. 
 
Tamboli suggested a conditional approval of the CSM may be 
appropriate with the private drive issue still unresolved. Redelings 
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mentioned that a deed restriction on building permits also would be 
appropriate. Motion by Tamboli to approve the revised CSM to permit 
lot sales with the following deed restrictions for issuing building 
permits: 
 

 Intersection improvements at Marlyn Drive and Wood Thrush 
Circle to permit entrance by fire department vehicles. 

 The provision of a 10’ wide public alley easement on parcel no. 
3144.D abutting lots 1 and 2 of the proposed CSM. 

 
Second by Oszman. Mayor Tierney still expressed reservations about 
the private drive but indicated new development would be a wonderful 
thing. Motion passed 5 to 0 on call of the roll.  

 
6. Discussion and possible action on Sidewalk Master Plan. 

 
The proposed sidewalks in the northwest quadrant is correct. 
 
The sidewalk along Pierce street needs to be reviewed for accuracy. 
Also, there should be a sidewalk along the entire length of Charles 
Street on one side – possibly the north side; City Engineer to 
determine. The proposed path along W. Conant St. and River St. was 
discussed. On the east end, the path could run through Pauquette 
Park in lieu of along the street. On the west end, in lieu of running on 
the north-south section of River St. the path could proceed 
northwestward on park land and then north within an easement and on 
Ridgeview Ct. to Cemetery St. 

 
7. Adjournment. 

 
Motion by Tamboli, second by Oszman to adjourn. Motion passed 5 to 
0 on call of the roll. 
 
The meeting concluded at 7:50 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Robert G. Redelings, Public Works Director 
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