
City of Portage 
Police and Fire Commission Meeting 
Wednesday, May 21, 2014, 7:00 p.m. 

City of Portage Municipal Building, 115 West Pleasant Street 
Conference Room Two 

Minutes 
 

 
Present:  Thomas Drury, President; Jeynell Boeck, Pat Hartley, Charles Miller, 

Kay E. Miller 
 
Also Present: Fire Chief Simonson, Police Chief Manthey, Det. Bagnall 
 
 
1. Roll Call 

President Drury called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm. 
 
2. Approval of minutes for previous meeting 

Motion by K. Miller, second by Boeck to approve the minutes from the 
February 19, 2014 meeting.  Motion carried unanimously on call of roll. 
 

3. Recognition of Lt. Penny Kiefer and Det. Bob Bagnall for Asset 
Builder Award 
Chief Manthey introduced Det. Bagnall, and Lt. Kiefer and Bagnall were 
congratulated on receiving the Asset Building Award by Drury.   

 
4. Police Department Report 

Chief Manthey presented a memo (attached) highlighting several 
successful events: the Spring Drug Collection, the Click-it or Ticket 
Campaign, the Bike Rodeo, participation of Volunteers in Police Services 
in the emergency management exercise, and the presentation of the life-
saving award to Officers Johnson and Braun at the City Council meeting 
on May 22. 
 
Chief Manthey presented the Police Department quarterly report, April 1, 
2014 through May 20, 2014. (See attached report.)  There were 1.893 
calls in this time frame, with 57 agency assists. 
 

5. Fire Department Report 
Chief Simonson presented the Fire Department quarterly report, February 
2, 104 through April 30, 2014. (See attached report.) 
 
There were 3 hazmat training sessions prior to the large training exercise 
on May 3, 2014, which included 250 National Guard members, 7 
representatives from the Portage Police Department, 40 firefighters, 62 
employees of Divine Savior Healthcare, and one Blackhawk helicopter.  



The exercise included rope rescues at the grandstands, wide area 
searches, a danger chemical release, carrying out of casualties, and a full 
decontamination.  There will be one more meeting about the exercise to 
discuss the things that were learned, including working on communication. 
 
The new engine has been ordered from Rosenbauer. 
 
The executive committee interviewed three new candidates and did pre-
acceptance for another applicant.  
 
Chief Simonson discussed the museum fire, which was an excellent stop 
with little fire, smoke or water damage.   
 
Three firefighters will be sent to North Dakota for oil tanker spill/fire 
training. 

 
6. Adjournment 

The next meeting will be August 20, 2014. 
 
Motion by K. Miller, second by Boeck to adjourn the meeting at 8:35 pm.  
Motion carried unanimously on call of roll. 

 
Respectfully submitted by Chuck Miller 
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