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City of Portage 
Plan Commission Meeting 

Monday, October 20, 2014, 6:30 p.m. 
City Municipal Building, 115 West Pleasant Street 

Conference Room Two 
Agenda 

 

Members: Mayor Bill Tierney, Chairperson; Robert Redelings, City Engineer, Jan 
Bauman, Vickie Greenwold, Brian Zirbes, Peter Tofson, Mike Charles 

 

Public Hearing – 6:25 pm  
 

 Consider the granting of a conditional use permit to Jeanne Mullen to 
allow a temporary use for Massage Therapy on parcel 2511.03, 601 
W. Slifer St., City of Portage, Columbia County, Wisconsin 

 

Public Hearing – 6:30 pm 
 

 Consider the granting of a conditional use permit to Gilbert Jensen to 
allow the transfer of dealer license at parcel 2231, 109 E. Albert St., 
City of Portage, Columbia County, Wisconsin 

 

Regular Meeting – 6:30 pm 
 

1. Roll call 
 

2. Approval of minutes from previous meeting. 
 

3. Discussion and possible action on Conditional Use Permit for Jeanne 
Mullen to perform massage therapy at 601 W. Slifer St 

 
4. Discussion and possible action on Conditional Use Permit for Gilbert 

Jensen to hold a dealer license at 109 E. Albert St 
 

5. Discussion and possible action regarding site plan for Don Roecker to 
construct a personal storage facility on parcel 2442.105 on the south 
side of E. Albert St. 

 
6. Discussion and possible action regarding site plan for Jeanne Mundt to 

construct a parking lot on parcel 1067 at 424 W. Wisconsin St. 
 

7. Discussion and possible action on Comprehensive Plan Update 
 

8. Discussion and possible action on CSM for Hubert Hill on parcel 
2367.1 at the south end of Lake Road 

 
9. Discussion and possible action regarding Sidewalks in Ward 5 for 2015 

Construction 
 

10. Discussion and possible action regarding P.A.T.H.S. 
 

11. Discussion and possible action regarding special meeting attendance  
 

12. Adjournment. 
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City of Portage 
Plan Commission Meeting 

Monday, August 18th, 2014, 6:30 p.m. 
City Municipal Building, 115 West Pleasant Street 

Conference Room Two 
 
Members Present: Mayor Bill Tierney, Chairperson; Robert Redelings, City 

Engineer, Jan Bauman, Brian Zirbes and Mike Charles (arrived @ 
7:05 p.m.) 

 
Members excused: Vicki Greenwold 
 
Members absent: Peter Tofson 
 
Others present: Bill Cartwright, La Donna Devine, Steve Pate, Charles Poches, 

Margaret Rudolph, Betsy Bergman, Russ Straka, James Pindle, Dan 
Hale, Kevin Blau, Steve Sobiek, Shawn Murphy, Bill Welsh and Craig 
Sauer 

 
1. Roll call 

 
2. Approval of minutes from previous meeting. 

 
Motion by Zirbes, second by Bauman to approve the minutes. Motion 
passed 4 to 0 on call of the roll. 

 
3. Discussion and possible action on C&D Seamless Gutters Inc. 

building expansion. 
 

Redelings gave a brief presentation. The applicant has contacted 
Grothman & Associates to develop a CSM for the property in which the 
4 original lots would be reconfigured to 2 lots. This would allow for the 
proposed building addition to not extend over a lot line.  
 
Because the proposed building addition constitutes redevelopment and 
there’s insufficient space for stormwater detention on the reconfigured 
lot, the applicant would be permitted to pay a fee in lieu of providing 
stormwater detention. Another option would be to provide stormwater 
detention on the other lot, but it may be in conflict with future 
development. 
 
Sobiek indicated the proposed building plan met the landscape 
requirements. 
 
Mayor Tierney inquired about the hard surface parking requirement. 
Mr. Cartwright said he intended to pave the lot, but not this year. 
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Motion by Zirbes, second by Redelings to approve the site plan w/ the 
applicant being permitted to pay a fee in lieu of stormwater detention 
and the parking and drive areas being paved within one year. Motion 
passed 4 to 0 on call of the roll. 
 

4. Discussion and possible action on rezoning Lot 3 of Rolling 
Woods Estates 

 
Redelings noted that this request is a follow up to the action taken by 
the Plan Commission at the last meeting when the 3 lot CSM was 
approved. He indicated that a rezoning would permit uses such as 
office space and professional services and indoor sales. Uses such as 
Daycare and Bed and Breakfast would require a Conditional Use 
Permit and uses such as vehicle sales or repair wouldn’t be permitted. 
 
Mr. Blau indicated he has no immediate plans for a building expansion 
other than increasing the parking area. 
 
Mayor Tierney inquired as to how the new zoning fits with the 
Comprehensive Plan. Zirbes indicated it’s shown as Undeveloped 
Residential. Tierney said he’d feel more comfortable if there was a 
proposed expansion of the chiropractic office. 
 
An amendment to the Comprehensive Plan was discussed. 
Administrator Murphy suggested there are other areas of the City that 
should also be considered. 
 
Motion by Zirbes, second by Tierney to consider an amendment to the 
Comprehensive Plan. Blau indicated his purchase of the property was 
time sensitive, with 30 days of the 75 days already having elapsed. It 
was noted that due to the public notice requirements, the zoning 
couldn’t be accomplished in this time frame. Motion passed 4 to 0 on 
call of the roll. 

 
5. Discussion and possible action on Saint Gobain building 

expansion 
 

Charles arrived. 
 

Redelings indicated the plans had been professionally prepared and 
except for an additional 40’ driveway, all submittal requirements have 
been met. The stormwater management plan, landscaping plan and 
outside lighting plan all met ordinance requirements. The Utility Plan 
was modified to include a watermain and two hydrants on the 
northwest side of the building. It’s recommended that upon watermain 
construction acceptance, that the City own the watermain and an 
easement be granted to the City for access and maintenance. 
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Mr. Straka, St. Gobain Engineering Services Manager provided a 
background on the company and the plant operations. The demand for 
their thermoplastic tubing, primarily in the medical field is driving the 
need for the plant expansion which is currently at capacity. The facility 
is ISO 9001 Certified and the Company considers safety one of its 
highest priorities. 
 
Mr. Hale, the Strang architect for the project gave a presentation on 
the building and site elements. The exterior façade will match the 
existing building with enhanced architectural elements at the public 
and employee entrances. Trucks will be routed to the other side of the 
building to reduce conflicts with employee traffic. Mechanicals currently 
on the top of the building will be moved inside to improve aesthetics. 
 
In response to an inquiry by Mayor Tierney, Mr. Straka indicated the 
plant expansion would increase the building size by 50,000 square feet 
from the current 75,000 square foot footprint. The workforce would 
increase from 300 to 420 employees. The build out will include 312 
parking spaces and their schedule includes breaking ground as soon 
as possible, being under roof by winter and completion approximately 
eight month after that.  
 
Motion by Redelings, second by Charles to approve the site plan with 
the watermain easement being provided and a recommendation to 
Council that the additional driveway be approved. Motion passed 5 to 0 
on call of the roll. 

 
6. Discussion and possible action on (4) lot residential development 

by the Portage Community School District 
 

Mr. Poches described how the P.C.S.D. is bringing back the building 
trades program and one of their initiatives is to make lots available for 
building houses. The proposed houses would be about 1,300 square 
feet on the main level with a portion of the lower (exposed) level also 
being improved. 
 
Mr. Pate said they originally envisioned 6 residential lots on the 
property known as the school forest. Due in part to topography, the 
development has been scaled back to 4 lots. This is a wonderful 
opportunity for students and house building could start as early as next 
summer. 
 
Poches indicated this is a win-win with their business partners. They’d 
like to build a house each year. 
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Redelings indicated most public improvements are in place, but the 
sanitary sewer, though deep, would need to be extended. Also there’s 
a drainage concern along the west edge of the proposed development 
and there also needs to be consideration of sidewalk and driveways. 
Murphy suggested a Developer’s Agreement may be necessary to 
address these issues and others. 
 
Motion by Charles, second by Zirbes to endorse the development 
concept. Motion passed 5 to 0 on call of the roll. 

 
7. Discussion and possible action on the Sidewalk Master Plan 

 
Redelings presented a revised plan for Ward 5 based on a more 
detailed field investigation and input from neighborhood residents. 
Since this area won’t be revisited for 10 years (one ward each year), 
members were encouraged to do their own field investigation so 
priorities could be discussed in more detail at the next meeting. 
Recommendations will be incorporated into the program for 2015. 

 
8. Adjournment. 

 
Motion by Bauman second by Charles to adjourn. Motion passed 5 to 0 
on call of the roll. The meeting concluded at 8:54 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Robert G. Redelings, City Engineer 



 

CITY OF PORTAGE, WI  

Created: 10/14/2014 

 

  

                 Site Plan: 

       Donald Roeker—Mini Warehouses 

       Parcel #2442.105 & 2446.1 



 
MEMORANDUM 

 
 
To:  Plan Commission 
From:  Bob Redelings, City Engineer 
Subject: Don Roeker Personal Storage Facility  
Date:  October 15, 2014 
C.C.:   Shawn Murphy, City Administrator 

Steve, Sobiek, Director of Business Development & Planning 
 
The subject property is located on parcels 2442.105 and 2446.1, immediately east of the Cooper 
Veterinary Clinic on East Albert Street. The property is zoned B4, General Business. A Conditional 
Use Permit was issued in April, 2014 for the purpose of constructing mini warehouses. 
 
The construction drawings were professionally prepared and generally meet site development 
requirements. 
 
A landscaping plan was provided. By noting and utilizing existing trees on the parcel, and buttressing 
them with new plantings, including wildflower plantings, the plan meets the City’s landscaping point 
requirements. Although plantings at the foundation of the buildings are not feasible due to the nature 
of the buildings and access doors, code gives leeway with where “practically possible”. 
 
The storm water management plan conforms to the City’s Municipal Code and includes a wet 
detention basin on the South side of the site. The grading plan also meets City requirements. 
The building won’t have any plumbing fixtures so there aren’t any water and sewer extensions 
planned. 
 
The fire department reviewed the plans and is satisfied with the proposed building spacing. 
 
No building details were provided for review. Additionally no exterior light fixtures were shown. 
 
In accordance with Section 910-36(5), the bulk regulations are met. 
 
Parking is a non-issue since there won’t be any employees at this facility. A new driveway will be 
required. 
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MEMORANDUM 

 
To:  Plan Commission 
From:  Bob Redelings, City Engineer 
Subject: Pflanz Funeral Home Parking Lot expansion 
Date:  October 15, 2014 
C.C.:   Shawn Murphy, City Administrator 

Steve, Sobiek, Director of Business Development & Planning 
 
The subject property is located at 424 W. Wisconsin Street and is Zoned B2, Downtown Business. 
Off-site parking lots are a permitted use in B2 zoning districts and the site meets the 1,000 square 
feet minimum lot area. 
 
The applicant intends to create a parking lot that was previously occupied by the Clark Station. The 
property had an environmental clean-up several years ago. The additional parking space will serve 
the needs of the Pflanz Funeral Home. 
 
The site plan illustrates the proposed parking spaces and internal traffic patterns. There are currently 
two driveway entrances on West Wisconsin Street that are permitted to remain. The driveway 
openings will be narrowed to facilitate the one-way ingress and egress for the West and East 
driveways respectively.   
 
Though the minimum paved area setback is 0 feet, one of the spaces in the West tier should be 
eliminated to prevent vehicles in the van-accessible stall from backing onto the sidewalk. This will 
also provide for additional green space. 
 
A grading plan needs to be provided so site drainage patterns can be reviewed. No on-site 
Stormwater detention is evident and because the parking lot constitutes re-development, a fee in lieu 
of detention is permissible. No Stormwater fee calculations were provided. 
 
No landscaping plan was submitted although the plan notes that landscaping will be done on the site 
by a landscape contractor and that the plantings will be done in close proximity to the new sign. 80 
Paved Area landscaping points are required for each 20 off street parking stalls. With 31 stalls, this 
plan would require 123 points of landscaping. No foundation or street frontage landscaping point 
requirements would apply. Consequently, a landscaping narrative should be provided showing types 
of planting/trees and their affixed point value, as well as where these plantings would be located. 
 
Lighting is noted as, “installation of flood lights at approximate corner of the alley and the chain link 
fence’. Consider Alliant Energy and existing pole.. or new fixture.” A little more detail on the exact light 
wattage and height of the fixture is needed. It should be noted on the site plan as well. 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Plan Commission 
From: Shawn Murphy, City Administrator 
Re:  Proposed Amendments to Comprehensive Plan 
Date: 10/15/2014 
 
In 2010, the City engaged Vandewall & Associates to update and amend the City’s 
zoning map (completed in April, 2011) and ordinance (completed in March, 2013). The 
revisions to the map and ordinance were made partly as a result of the city’s 
Comprehensive Plan which was adopted in 2008. Since then several land uses have 
changed and several inconsistencies have been observed between the zoning map, 
land use map and actual existing use that were significant enough to warrant further 
review and amendment. 
 
It is not the intent of any proposed changes (amendments) in the Comprehensive Plan 
to change the land use map to reflect the zoning map but rather identify those areas 
where the land use is not compatible with the zoning designation over a larger scale 
(entire blocks or subdivisions, for example). For those areas in which over 50% of the 
existing land use is not compatible with the current zoning designation, problems may 
occur with maintaining/improving/expanding existing structures. Consideration of the 
desired future uses or compatibility with adjacent uses and structures will be evaluated. 
 
The following areas have been identified as locations, in which the majority of existing 
land uses do not reflect the current zoning designation(s).  
 
(11271- )       Current Proposed 
Parcel ID Address  Existing Use Zoning Zoning 
123.A  800 Thompson St SF Residential B4  R2 
123.B  810 Thompson St SF Residential B4  R2 
123.C  128 Michigan St SF Residential B4  R2 
123.D  120 Michigan St SF Residential B4  R2 
123.E  116 Michigan St SF Residential B4  R2 
123.F  114 Michigan St SF Residential B4  R2 
 
131  704 Thompson St SF Residential B4  R2 
131.A  118 Superior St SF Residential B4  R2 
131.B  142 Superior St SF Residential B4  R2 
131.C  708 Thompson St SF Residential B4  R2 
138  115 Michigan St SF Residential B4  R2 
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(11271- )       Current Proposed 
Parcel ID Address  Existing Use Zoning Zoning 
139  121 Michigan St SF Residential B4  R2 
140  710 Thompson St SF Residential B4  R2 
132-poss 114 Superior St SF Residential B4  R2 
137-poss 113 Michigan St SF Residential B4  R2 
 
141  Veterans Memorial Field/Lawton/Seigel B4  A1 
169  NA Superior St Vacant  B4  R2 
170  NA Superior St Vacant  B4  R2 
164  NA Superior St Vacant  B4  R2 
      
180  130 Washington St SF Residential B4  R2 
181  124 Washington St SF Residential B4  R2 
182  116 Washington St SF Residential B4  R2 
186  113 Superior St SF Residential B4  R2 
187  119 Superior St SF Residential B4  R2 
188  125 Superior St SF Residential B4  R2 
189  129 Superior St SF Residential B4  R2 
 
191  130 Brook St  SF Residential B4  R2 
192  124 Brook St  SF Residential B4  R2 
200  129 Washington St SF Residential B4  R2 
 
236  406 Thompson St SF Residential B4  R2 
237  124 Brady St  SF Residential B4  R2 
244  127 Brook St  SF Residential B4  R2 
 
250  130 Pauquette St SF Residential B4  R2 
251  126 Pauquette St SF Residential B4  R2 
261  121 Brady St  SF Residential B4  R2 
262  129 Brady St  SF Residential B4  R2 
263  312 Thompson St SF Residential B4  R2 
296  117 Pauquette St SF Residential B4  R2 
297  123 Pauquette St SF Residential B4  R2  
298  129 Pauquette St Vacant  B4  R2 
 
2490.01 Lot 3, CSM No  Rolling Woods R5  B1 
 
Lastly, the following parcels are located adjacent to each other and offer a unique 
redevelopment opportunity. The parcels include a retail tobacco store, a vacant parcel 
(former woolen mills location) and the former feed mill (designated historical structure) 
that operates as a 2nd Hand retail store. The 3 parcels are bordered by canal, Adams 
St., E. Mullet St, and DeWitt St. While the former feed mill parcel has a B2 (Downtown 
Business) zoning classification, the other parcels are zoned B4 (General Business). The 
Comprehensive Plan land use shows this entire location as an Industrial and a key 
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redevelopment site. It is one of the principal projects listed in TID #6 Project Plan for 
redevelopment. However, any redevelop of the site would be made more difficult by 
virtue of the different zoning classifications. Accordingly, it is staff recommendation to 
consistently zone these 3 parcels as follows: 
 
(11271- )       Current Proposed 
Parcel ID Address  Existing Use Zoning Zoning 
1297  105 E Mullett  Retail   B4  B2 
305.01 107-9 E Mullett Vacant  B4  B2 
304  195 E Mullett  Re-Sale  B2  B2 
 
 
Cc: M. Moe, City Clerk 
 B. Redelings, City Engineer 
 S. Sobiek, Dir. Of Business Development & Planning 
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