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City of Portage 
Park and Recreation Board Meeting 

Tuesday, February 9, 2016, 6:00 p.m. Regular Meeting  
City Municipal Building, 115 West Pleasant Street 

Conference Room One   
 

1. Roll Call 
The meeting called to order at 6:00 pm by Chairperson Zirbes. Members present: Brian Zirbes, 
Chairperson, Larry Messer, Rita Maass, Mike Charles, and Todd Kreckman.  

Parks and Recreation Manager Dan Kremer, City Administrator Shawn Murphy, Kent Fish, Kory 
Anderson and Paul Becker were in attendance. 

2. Approval of January 12 meeting minutes.    
Motion was made by Charles to approve the minutes from the January meeting with an 
amendment noting board member Maass was not present for the approval of the 
December 15, 2015 minutes as she arrived following the vote at 6:05 p.m., and the roll call 
should read Motion carried on a 3-0 roll call vote.  Second by Maass.  No further discussion. 

Motion carried on a 5-0 roll call vote.  

3. Discussion and possible action on Silver Lake Beach Wall 
Manager Kremer introduced Kent Fish and Kory Anderson from General Engineering and 
asked the board to focus the discussion to the issues of cracks and the structure of the wall 
and the color.  

Kreckman lead the discussion by reminding the board that, as previously discussed, the 
cracks are there and that the wall is not a good look for the City.  Maass felt that the cracks 
appeared too quickly to be satisfactory.    Fish defended the nature of concrete with control 
joints and that there is going to be shrinkage within the concrete structure and cracks going 
all the way through the wall.  The cracks will expand and contract with the weather.  Zirbes 
asked if there was a sealant to fix the cracks and Fish indicated that the structure is sound 
and offered an epoxy fill solution, but that it would not be an esthetically pleasing solution. 

Kremer announced the Lake Delton plant felt, had they had a sample, they could have 
matched the color of the wall closer to the beach structures than what the current color is.  
He added, the contact in Janesville felt they had had the right color and that it was 
approved by Park Board.   Kremer stated the color of the wall is DOT Red and stained clear 
through.   It was not a special blend to match the variations in the desired matching color.    
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Kremer recommended the board come up with a cost for some options, such as using a 
sealant, staining or antiquing the wall back to a more blended color. 

Charles recommended trying several options on the first cap pieces located at the waste 
site at the fairgrounds to determine the best option.  Fish also recommended this process.  

Kremer indicated he will contact the contractor to see if they can achieve a suitable result 
using the proposed techniques or give their own options.  If they can achieve a suitable 
result, he then recommends proceeding and closing out the contract.  If they cannot, then 
keep the final retainage and seek another option. 

Motion was made by Maass to move forward with Manager Kremer’s recommendations 
and to have this accomplished by Memorial Day weekend.  Second by Charles. 

With further discussion by Fish that the timeline is reasonable and the project should fall 
within a $5,000-$10,000 amount, well within the retainage.  Fish recommended not leaving 
it up to the current contractor.  

Motion carried on a 5 – 0 roll call vote.   

4. Discussion and possible action on Fair Board Agreement.  
Manager Kremer introduced Fair Board President Paul Becker and provided a draft of the 
proposed 2016 Fair Board Agreement.  Highlighted areas regard acknowledgement of the 
VMF’s master plan and the relocation of the Varsity soccer field and its use; relocation of 
buildings, construction of new facilities and how it may affect access roads and building use.  
 
Kremer pointed out that a three year agreement was being presented and the new 
agreement now ended at the end of 2018 instead of annually.  The 2016 rental details 
protecting the Varsity soccer field are outlined with 2017 and 2018 green space area use 
changes stated based on the Varsity soccer field change being completed in 2016.  Charles 
wanted assurance that if the current soccer field is still needed in 2017, the fair board 
would still follow the 2016 parameters.  Becker felt the Fair Board would be more than 
willing to cooperate if given enough notice. 
  
Motion was made by Charles to recommend to Council the approval of the Columbia 
County Fair Board Agreement as presented with the additional provision for a possible need 
to keep the soccer field pristine in 2017 season with a date of notice given to the renter no 
later than May 1st, 2017.  Second by Kreckman. 

 
Motion carried on a 5 – 0 roll call vote.   

5. Discussion and possible action on alcohol in the parks ordinance. 
Manager Kremer explained this regulation ordinance was sent back for further direction 
and focus by the Park Board and presented revisions suggested by Council in relation to the 
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the word ‘possession’ in the ordinance.  After conferring with Portage Police Chief Manthey 
and Lieutenant Klafke, who discussed the spirit of the law versus the letter of the law for 
ordinance enforcement, Kremer clarified that no ticket could be issued without the word 
‘possession’ included in the ordinance if an individual wasn’t seen actually drinking or using 
the banned product.   Kremer gave examples of conflicting issues at various parks that both 
citizens and police officers may have with enforcing citations as this ordinance is currently 
written.  Silver Lake Beach, the green space and parking lot enforcement would be the most 
difficult area.  Enforcing no alcohol or tobacco at the beach area between Memorial Day 
and Labor Day was also a suggestion.  
 
Kremer suggested focusing the ordinance on Riverside and Goodyear Parks and redraft the 
Silver Lake Beach area as a separate issue.  He noted that there have not been any issues at 
the beach to date to his knowledge.   

 
Maass stated she is aware that Council members have issues with the word “possess” since 
the ordinance is restricting something people can normally possess.   She said after carefully 
studying this ordinance she could no longer support it.  She understands restricting use at 
the Little League Complex and Goodyear Park, but beyond that the City would be stepping 
on people’s toes.   
  
Kreckman agreed that enforcing the ordinance at the beach parking lot should be excluded.  
Allowing drinking on one side of the wall and not the other is impractical and he doesn’t 
feel comfortable leaving the situation up to the discretion of police officers.  Zirbes 
reminded Kreckman that there is an ordinance already in place that prohibits alcohol at the 
beach.  Kreckman stated he has no problem enforcing the no drinking in the park, but that 
the parking area is too difficult. 
 
Discussion followed about past issues at Riverside Park and the reasons why the word 
possession was suggested versus the word consuming.   Messer felt Riverside Park is a 
problem and suggested the board come up with an ordinance to enforce no open 
intoxicants at Riverside Park.  
  
Kremer recommended the City Attorney craft the wording of the ordinance and encouraged 
the board to set the directive.   
 
Motion was made by Zirbes to re-adopt Ordinance No. 16-002 with amendment that the   
parking lot and the retaining wall references be removed from the Silver Lake Beach (d) and 
limit the no drinking , no tobacco to the fenced in areas. Second by Messer. 
 
Motion carried on a 5 – 0 roll call vote.   

6. Old Business Update 
A. MOU Boys Hoops Club 
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Kremer informed the board that since this item was brought before the board, a request 
was presented from the hoops club asking for money to be contributed by the City. The 
groups still intends to build the court, but they feel more comfortable if the City would 
contribute a portion. They requested the City contribute $15,000 and more information 
would be brought at the next meeting. Discussion followed in relation to what made the 
proposal change. 

 
7. New Business 

Zirbes suggested moving the Park and Recreation board meetings to meet before the 
Finance Committee meets. 
 

8. Manager’s Report 
A. A report and donation from Richard Lillie’s metal detecting.   

Kremer shared a letter from Lillie where he detailed items he discovered in the parks 
while using the newly established Metal Detecting permit system.  6 permits were 
issued in 2015. 

B. Soil Boring at the Soccer Field 
were done last week and the reports should be finished within the next 2 weeks.  Once 
we have the soil boring information, the information needs to go to the lighting 
manufacturing so they can build the pole specifications.  The school has decided to 
order the bases once we have the plan finished. Once the soil boring reports are 
available the construction documents from Rettler Company will be available.    

C.  The Summer Program Brochure is currently being worked on by Leslie along with The 
O’Brion’s Agency and should be available for review at the next board meeting 

D. The first ever dance recital will be performed on February 29th at the Rusch stage.  We 
have 24 participants.  Bob Viking will be doing the announcing.   

    
9. Adjournment 

Zirbes asked all in favor to adjourn say Aye.  No nay’s.   Motion Passed.  
Meeting adjourned at 7:22 pm. 
 
 Respectfully submitted 
 Leslie Hawkinson 
 Park & Recreation Department  
 
 
 
 
 
Date Approved: 03/08/2016 
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