
 

City of Portage 
Monday, February 15, 2016 

Plan Commission 
6:30 p.m. 

City Municipal Building, 115 West Pleasant Street 
Conference Room 2 

 
Members present: Mayor Bill Tierney, Chairperson; Aaron Jahncke, City 

Engineer, Jan Bauman, Mike Charles, Carolyn Hamre, Peter Tofson, 
and Brian Zirbes. 

 
Others present: Administrator Murphy, Director Sobiek, Bill Welsh, and Peter 

Smith 
 
 
1. Roll call. 
 
2. Approval of minutes from previous meeting. 

 
Charles asked that on page 1 he be recorded in the minutes as attending 
the public hearing from 6:25 p.m. to 6:34 p.m. 

 
Charles asked that the vote on the motion appearing on page 4, last 
paragraph, be changed to remove Charles and that the Motion passed 6-0 
instead of 7-0. 

 
Administrator Murphy asked that Mr. Kremer’s name be corrected on page 
6.  
 
Director Sobiek indicated that Airport Commission Chair Maass requested 
that paragraphs 3 and 4 of page 4 be changed to read as follows, “Zirbes 
asked why the entire City-owned adjoining parcels on the eastern side of 
the Airport were not circled for inclusion as airport property. Maass 
indicated that the entire parcels could be considered as additional airport 
property and that the circled areas of the parcels simply indicated the 
minimum clear zone required. 
 
Zirbes indicated his approval of this change. 
 
Motion by Tofson, second by Zirbes to approve the minutes, as corrected, 
from the January 18 Joint Airport and Plan Commission meeting. Motion 
passed 7 to 0, on call of the roll of the Plan Commission.  
 

3.  Discussion and possible action on CSM for Bruce A. Smith Little 
League Complex, Veterans Memorial Park, Parcels 78, 78.A, 57, and 
31.B . 

 
Director Sobiek reported that this CSM combines four City of Portage 
owned parcels, bordered by Townsend and Coit Streets, as well as 



 

Wauona Trail, into one 7.55 acre (328,944 sq ft) parcel to accommodate 
construction of the Bruce A. Smith Little League complex as part of the 
Veterans Memorial Park project. Parcels 78 and 78.A are zoned B-4 
General Business and parcels 57 and 31.B are zoned R-2 Residential. 
Since “Active Outdoor Pubic Recreation” is a permitted use by right in both 
the R-2 and B-4 zoning districts, Staff recommends that the Plan 
Commission approve the CSM contingent upon satisfactorily obtaining the 
same zoning designation for both sets of parcels, specifically R-2 zoning.  
This requires a zoning amendment. 

 
This will present a couple of challenges as it will delay the ability of the 
City to move forward with the CSM until the zoning amendment ordinance 
is adopted (approximately 45-60 days), as a public hearing on the re-
zoning will need to be scheduled and  

 
A discussion to present the issues and present a zoning amendment for 
the parcels and schedule a public hearing can take place in March. Action 
on the CSM could occur after a Zoning Amendment recommendation is 
provided by Plan Commission, prior to Council’s final consideration. 

 
Motion by Charles, second by Zirbes, to recommend that the City Council 
hold a hearing on a zoning amendment to rezone parcels 78 and 78.A as 
R-2 Single Family. Motion passed 7-0 on a call of the roll, with Tierney, 
Jahncke, Bauman, Charles, Hamre, Tofson, and Zirbes voting yes. 

 
4.  Discussion and Possible Action on Townsend Road Street Vacation 
 

Zirbes outlined the need to vacate Townsend Road from Wauona Trail to 
Superior Street to accommodate the development of the new soccer fields 
as part of the Veterans Memorial Park development plan. The Park and 
Recreation Board reviewed this plan and recommends this street vacation 

 
Director Jahncke indicated ATC and Alliant Energy would run an electrical 
easement through what would be the vacated street right of way, once the 
vacation occurs. 
 
Hamre asked why the soccer fields were flip flopped. Zirbes responded 
that this was done to allow more room for the fields to the North. 

 
Tofson asked if the Veterans Memorial Field soccer field concept plan was 
shared with the Plan Commission previously. Administrator Murphy 
indicated it was presented to the Plan Commission in 2015. 

 
Zirbes recommended renaming the remaining segment of Townsend 
Road East Townsend Road, or another name, to alleviate confusion for 
emergency responders. 

 
Motion by Zirbes, second by Tofson, to recommend the City Council hold 
a public hearing to vacate Townsend Street between Superior Street and 



 

Wauona Trail. Motion passed on a call of the roll, with Tierney, Jahncke, 
Bauman, Charles, Hamre, Tofson and Zirbes voting Yes.   

 
5.  Discussion and possible action on Alta/ACSM for Winport Holdings, 

parcels #2021, #2234, #2031.B, City of Portage and vacation of 
Averbeck Street.  

 
Director Jahncke reported that Winport Holdings, LLC, the new owner of 
the former Poly-One facility at 1320 and 1325 Adams Street, is seeking 
approval of this Alta Survey to address and clean up a number of issues, 
referencing them in the ACSM, including: 
 

• Street encroachment issues - The City and Winport Holdings, LLC 
entering into encroachment agreements for 1320 and 1325 Adams 
Street allowing Winport Holdings' portions of the building(s), parking 
and property use to encroach onto E. Albert Street and Adams 
Street.  

• Averbeck Street (undeveloped) being vacated between New Pinery 
Road and Adams Street.  

• Wisconsin Power and Light (Alliant Energy) securing an easement 
in the vacated Averbeck Street ROW.  

• City storm sewer easement. 
 

As part of this ACSM, the Plan Commission will need to consider 
recommending the street vacation of that portion of Averbeck Street. 
Administrator Murphy and Director Jahncke outlined the Averbeck Street 
vacation area and the encroachment areas 

   
Motion by Zirbes, second by Charles, to recommend holding a hearing 
before the City Council to vacate Averbeck Street, between Hwy 51 (New 
Pinery Road) and Adams Street. Motion carried 7-0 on a call with Tierney, 
Jahncke, Bauman, Charles, Hamre, Tofson and Zirbes voting Yes. 
 

6.  Discussion and possible action on the CSM for Peter Smith, parcel 
1330.5 

 
Director Sobiek outlined Mr. Smith’s request to combine Lots 13 and 14 
into one 14,975 square foot lot at 315 Oneida Street. He is seeking to add 
an addition to his shed building to accommodate business growth. The 
Board of Zoning Appeals has approved a variance allowing for the shed 
addition. The parcel is zoned M-1 Industrial. Minimum street frontage of 50 
feet and minimum lot width of 100 fee) are met for this zoning district, 
although the 14,975 square foot (.34 acre) lot is shy of the 20,000 square 
foot minimum lot requirement. The new Lot 1 would be in line with 
adjacent parcels in approximate lot size. 
 
Mr. Smith indicated he is revising his addition plan and it will extend 16 
feet from the west side of the shed building. 
 



 

Motion by Charles, second by Hamre to approve the CSM for Peter E. 
Smith. Motion passed 7-0 on a call of the roll with Tierney, Jahncke, 
Charles, Hamre, Tofson, Zirbes and Bauman voting Yes. 

 
7.  Discussion and possible action on FEMA FIS Map Panel Revision 
 

Director Jahncke reviewed the FEMA determination that the City of 
Portage update its flood insurance rate maps and flood insurance study 
for Columbia County into the City’s flood plain ordinance in order to 
remain in the National Flood Insurance Program. The City has used the 
Wisconsin DNR’s model ordinance in this regard.  He then outlined the 
changes he recommends in the ordinance, as contained in his February 9 
Memo to the Commission.  

 
Motion by Hamre, second by  Charles, to approve the changes 
recommended to the City’s flood plain ordinance as presented and 
outlined by Director Jahncke in his February 9 Memo. Motion passed 7-0 
on a call of the roll, with Tierney, Jahncke, Charles, Hamre, Tofson, Zirbes 
and Bauman voting Yes. 
  

8.  Comprehensive Plan Discussion for March Meeting.  
  

Mayor Tierney asked Commissioners to review the 51 Point Action Plan in 
the City’s Comprehensive Plan and bring their thoughts and comments to 
the March meeting. 
 
Administrator Murphy indicated that he and Director Sobiek and  Director 
Jahncke met to review the status and progress made by the City on these 
action items. Director Jahncke has prepared a summary of these item’s 
status to be distributed to members. 

 
9.  Adjournment 
 

Motion by Charles, second by Hamre, to adjourn. Motion passed 7 to 0 on 
call of the roll. Tierney, Jahncke, Charles, Hamre, Tofson, Zirbes, and 
Bauman voted Yes.  

 
The Plan Commission meeting concluded at 7:14 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Steven Sobiek,                                                                                                      
Director, Business Development and Planning 
 
 
 
 
Date Approved:  03/21/2016 


