
 
 

 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

FROM: Jerad Royal, Utilities Manager, 608-742-4727 or email at Jerad.Royal@portagewi.gov 

Date: July 20, 2022 

Re: PFAS Testing Results, Portage Drinking Water 

 

Portage Utilities partnered with the Wisconsin Dept. of Natural Resources (WisDNR) to conduct voluntary 

sampling of the drinking water in Portage for the presence of per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS). 

 

PFAS are a group of human-made chemicals used for decades and continue to be used in numerous 

products including non-stick cookware, fast food wrappers, stain-resistant sprays and certain types of 

firefighting foam. These contaminants have made their way into the environment through spills of PFAS-

containing materials, discharges of PFAS-containing wastewater to treatment plants and certain types of 

firefighting foams. A number of studies seem to indicate possible links between levels of PFAS absorbed in 

blood and harmful health effects in people. 

 

As a result, WisDNR has promulgated regulations requiring public drinking water systems to take action to 

remove PFAS if concentrations of 70 parts per trillion or more are observed, which has been deemed the 

Health Advisory Limit by WisDNR.  

 

Portage Utilities recently completed testing for PFAS at several locations and the results were either 

undetectable (not present) or significantly below the Health Advisory Limit at all locations sampled. Therefore, 

at this time, the level of PFAS concentrations in the drinking water do not pose any health threat. Portage 

Utilities will continue to sample and test the drinking water in accordance with our compliance sampling 

program. The PFAS sample results can be found on the WisDNR website listed here: 

https://dnr.wi.gov/dwsviewer/ContamResult.  

 

Results of Portage Water Utility’s compliance sampling program may be found in the Consumer Confidence 

Report that is mailed to Utility Customers annually and at the City website here: 

https://www.portagewi.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/2021-CCR.pdf 

 

You can find more information about the health effective of PFAS in drinking at the state Department of 

Health Services website: https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/chemical/pfas.htm 
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