
2023 is shaping up to be an exciting year for the City of Portage. 

The new subdivision on the city's Northside is underway. Numerous lots have already been sold. 
The city is also working with developers on a new subdivision at the intersections of Haertel and 
Albert Streets; property across the street from the airport on Silver Lake Drive; and 18 
condominiums (36 units) at the end of Henry Drive. This should help with the housing shortage. 

I am pleased to announce the Industrial Park is sold out with the developments to start this 
spring. The City is exploring options to purchase land to expand in conjunction with this. The City 
is partnering with a developer to develop the first transitional housing in the state of Wisconsin. 
This will help supply workers for industrial as well as retail. This will show that Portage is a 
progressive and forward-thinking community. 

The city will also begin construction on a new City garage which will house the Streets 
Department as well as the Park and Recreation Department. Construction is planned to start this 
summer.

Also starting in early spring is the long-awaited reconstruction of Conant Street from Paquette 
Park to the boat landing on Summit Street.

Coming soon will be announcements for downtown Portage.  The City is currently working on a 
pocket park at the intersection of Edgewater Street and Wisconsin Street.  A local pizza 
establishment is remodeling the former dry cleaner location on Wisconsin Street with an 
amazing landscaping plan. The former Tall Paul's on Wisconsin Street and the former Antique 
shop located on Cook Street will be announcing new and unique businesses to downtown. The 
City is also working with the Chamber of Commerce to revitalize the green space at the 
intersection of Cook Street and DeWitt Street.

I would like to thank all Citizens involved in making the Boys and Girls Club a reality for Portage. 
This will be a great addition for our youth. The Club will be opening this spring.
   
Lastly, I would like to announce the retirement of two City employees. 
City Clerk Marie Moe and City Administrator Shawn Murphy. I would like
 to thank them for their dedication to the City of Portage and wish them
 well in the next chapter of their life.

Mayor Mitch Craig
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After 10 years here in Portage and over 32 years in local government, I will be retiring in March, 2023. 
Although a departure from the usual content in past newsletter articles, I wish to shine a light on a 
few of the 80 employees who keep the City of Portage safe and operating smoothly. Portage provides 
programs and services to the residents and visitors through 9 departments. The Directors of those 
Departments are a dedicated, professional team that I have had the privilege of participating in their 
hiring and working with them.  I wish to share a few details on each one: 

Business Development & Planning: Steve Sobiek was the 1st Director hired into this Department, 
created in 2014. Steve’s extensive knowledge of economic development along with his long list of 
professional contacts and enthusiastic approach makes him an essential member of the team.

City Clerk: Marie Moe has been with the City for more than 34 years and will also be retiring this year. 
Marie is a consummate professional recognized by her peers in her election as President of the 
Wisconsin Municipal Clerks Assn. and Regional Director in the International Institute of Municipal 
Clerks. Marie’s knowledge and guidance will be greatly missed. 

Finance:  Jennifer Becker joined the City in February, 2022 after 5 years as Clerk/Treasurer in 
Pardeeville, but has quickly become a key member of City staff. Jennifer’s knowledge of municipal
 financial management is only surpassed by her optimistic “can do” approach in everything she does.

Fire: After retiring from a successful career at the Fond du Lac Fire Department, Troy Haase returned 
home and took the reins at the Portage Fire Dept. as Chief. Troy increased the skills and capabilities of 
the Fire Dept and is instrumental in evaluating Ambulance services for the City.

Library: Debbie Bird came to Portage from Sun Prairie in 2019 and has made a huge impact on the 
staff, programs and services at the Library. Debbie’s passion for the Library is equaled by her 
enthusiasm that she instills in her staff. She has made the Library a resource for Portage.

Parks & Recreation: Toby Monogue joined Portage in 2019 after 18 years in Mukwonago. Toby has 
been instrumental in collaborating with community members and organizations to bring their 
donated projects to reality. Toby’s small but dedicated staff has also brought several popular events 
and programs annually to the community.

Police: Keith Klafke originally joined the Police Dept in 2001 and his work ethic and skills were quickly 
recognized, causing him to rise in the ranks quickly until he was appointed Chief in 2019. Keith puts 
his staff first and frequently fills in on patrol during their absence. He has built a high quality 
command staff that in turn, has built a skilled Department.

Public Works/Engineering: Phil Livingston joined the City last year after 9 years as a Project Engineer
for a construction firm in Illinois. Phil quickly put down roots in Portage, conducted several hires after 
retirements, coordinating several key projects and coordinated the response to an unprecedented fire 
that partially clogged sewers and diminished capacity of the wastewater treatment plant. 

 



I am excited to announce the return of our 10-week Citizens Police Academy after a two-year void. 
We started on January 24 and the 11th class will graduate on March 28.

The Portage Police Department has hired many new faces this past year and an expansion position 
was approved this year to help with our staffing needs. This additional position will start in July 
along with another hire due to an anticipated retirement. If you know of a current officer or 
someone that you think would excel in our department, I encourage you to have them apply with 
our department when the position announcements open. We always post our announcements on 
our social media platforms. Though we seek certifiable officers, meaning they have attended the
720-hour police academy, we will sponsor the “right” person who has attained at least 60 college 
credits or is enrolled in a criminal justice program.

Rebuilding our K9 program brought us K9 Xillos. Xillos was 
hand-picked at the Steining Tal Kennels. Xillos met his 
handler, Officer Jacob Kubelt, in July and together they 
trained into September. Xillos was trained as a dual-purpose 
K9 and is now part of our department and patrolling the 
streets of Portage.

For more information about our citizens academy and 
department, I encourage you to review our 2022 Annual Report which is located on our website at 
www.portagewi.gov/police. This report details our department makeup, programs, statistics, and 
our 
community involvement.

As the weather starts to improve and we get the itch for spring cleaning, we want to remind you to 
properly dispose of discarded items and not place debris on the boulevards or at the recycling 
center by City Garage. This area is monitored, and you can be subjected to a fine. The City of 
Portage does offer a spring cleanup, so be sure to check out the Public Works department article 
for more information.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve the City of Portage and I hope to see 
you at the many events happening within our city this year.

Chief Keith Klafke

Police Department

Utilities: Jerad Royal came to Portage from Maine in 2008 spending time in the Water Utility and as 
Engineering Technician until he was promoted to Utilities Manager in May, 2022. Jerad has also been a 
volunteer fire fighter for the City for over 4 years. Jerad has spearheaded the development of the PFAS 
and a lead service replacement programs to insure safe drinking water.

Portage is in good hands, thanks to these dedicated professionals. 
 

City Administrator Shawn Murphy
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Business Development & Planning

Looking to Make Improvements to your Home?
 

The City of Portage has received a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG). The CDBG is a 0% 
interest, deferred loan that can be used by Homeowners, Homebuyers, and Rental Property Owners 
(monthly payments) that meet the program’s requirements. 
 

The CDBG money can be used for various eligible repairs and replacements including:
Handicap accessibility adaptions, heating systems, water heaters, plumbing and electrical systems, 
insulating attic and sidewalls, exterior improvements, including roofing, painting, siding, porch 
repairs, lead-based paint removal.
 

Information is available on the city’s website www.portagewi.gov. Select 'Resident' at the top of the 
page, and then select 'Loan and Grant Programs'

For more information contact: Kari Justmann 1-800-552-6330 
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WCCU Credit Union, 138 Northridge
Belco Vehicle Solutions, Portage 
Industrial Park. 
Saint-Gobain Expansion 
Penda Tri-Enda (Kruger Family Industries) 
St. Mary’s Church renovation and 
expansion
Loggerhead Deco expansion
Pizza Ranch expansion
Tractor Supply addition
Walmart’s expansion and renovation  
Dinos Restaurant has reopened 
Ridge Motor Inn is under new ownership
Harbor Recovery Center, 1505 New Pinery 
Road
Portage Craft Mall, 128 W. Cook Street, 
with over 24 vendors
Reptile Rescue of Wisconsin, 113 E. Cook 
Street
Doll Eyes, 228 W. Wisconsin Street
Sewing Specialties, 210 W. Wisconsin 
Street
Chaos Fishing Tackle 
(Headquarters/Distribution Center, 
Portage Enterprise Center)
St. John the Wonderworker Orthodox 
Church, 211 W. Pleasant Street

2022 saw the following new developments 
and businesses reach or move toward  
completion:

 
 

Lacerta Group has bought Portage Plastics
and is now open at 3000 Boeck Rd
Ocean Nails, 2955 New Pinery Road
Portage Tobacco and Vape, 2931 New
Pinery Rd
Sunis Dent & Bent, 2800 New Pinery Road
Schu’s Pitstop Sports Bar & Grill, 1207
Dunn Street

301 Productionz, 214 W. Wisconsin Street, a
new music venue, rehearsal space, music
store, teen center and event center
Shopko Optical, 2921 New Pinery Road
Belco Vehicle Solutions new facility, 1911
Kutzke Road

2023 is off to a strong start, with the following
new businesses opening in the first three
weeks of January:

The following businesses will open soon:

Ribbon cutting at the re-opening of Dino's Restaurant 
in October 2022



Frontier has upgraded and installed high speed fiber optic throughout Portage.
Spectrum (Charter) is now able to provide 10G service to Portage.

Upcoming Developments:

-Asphalt Paving Services (APS) will construct a new midwestern headquarters and asphalt 
emulsion facility on a 17.9 acre site off Boeck Road in the Portage Industrial Park. The 
combined 33,950 sf building development will include a 10 car rail spur

-The new Rolling Prairie Residential Subdivision broke ground last month to develop 91 
new single family lots ranging in size from .25 acres to .9 acres.  5 multi-family lots. Lots are
 now available for sale with home construction groundbreaking expected in mid June. The 
extension of Gunderson Drive to Hamilton Street will take place during Phase II of the 
development. Contact Travis Hamele for lot information at 742.5000. 

-21 new single family lots will be developed along Eagle Ridge Drive.

-A&M Development is developing zero lot line duplexes, as well as larger multi-plexes on Lake 
Street and Silver Lake Hill Addition plat.

Redevelopment Opportunity: The City’s Community Development Authority (CDA) is seeking 
request for proposals to redevelop 114/116 W. Cook Street. A copy of the RFP can be viewed at: 
https://www.portagewi.gov/business-development/ or contact: Steven.Sobiek@portagewi.gov

Broadband expansion:

TCMC Train A second daily Amtrak train on the Empire Builder line between Chicago and St. Paul 
(TCMC) - with stops in Portage- will begin in 2024.

The City’s Façade Improvement Loan Program is a joint City of Portage/Chamber of Commerce 
loan program available to businesses and building owners for building façade improvements, 
including painting, masonry/brick cleaning, awnings, lighting, window repair and replacement,
materials, labor, entrance rehabilitations/replacement, architectural assistance, exterior restoration, 
and signs. For additional information, loan program guidelines, and an application: 
https://www.portagewi.gov/grant-or-loan-assistance/

Cat & Dog Licenses
Cat & dog Licenses are due: spayed or neutered pet is $10.00 per pet, if not spayed or neutered $15.00 
per pet . Licenses issued after March 31st will be a charged a $5.00 late fee per animal. The 2023 Dog 
Licenses include access to the dog park. Reminder that all cats and dogs in the city limits MUST be 
licensed. Each household is allowed up to four cats/dogs total. Pet licenses can be obtained at the 

Portage Municipal Building, 115 W. Pleasant St.

Business Development & Planning (Cont.)
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Fire Department
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As we enter a new year, we also take time to look back on what our Department 
accomplished. The Department answered 487 emergency calls in 2022 with 20 of those 
being outside of our jurisdiction to help our neighboring communities. Overall, the 
Department responded to 44 additional calls or a 9% increase over 2021. In addition, we 
made operational changes to help improve our response and build relationships with our 
community partners. The Department also completed our 2022 Annual Report which can 
be found on our website. 

Fire Department Staff
The members of the Department are the backbone of our 
organization and are what allows us to strive for excellence in 
everything we do. The Department currently has 27 members, 6 
full-time, 20 paid-on-call, and an administrative assistant. We are 
currently starting a recruitment drive and if you are interested in 
obtaining an application it is located online at the City’s website, 
https://www.portagewi.gov/fire/. 

What does a Portage Paid-on-Call 
Firefighter Do?
Could I Do This?

Where Do I Even Start?
 

Portage paid-on-call firefighters go 
about their everyday lives and when 
called upon, answer the call during 
community need. Our team of paid- 
on-call firefighters come from vastly 
different backgrounds, professions, 
interests and we would value YOUR 

addition to the team. Gaining 
exposure to matters only the fire 

service can provide, learning about 
and engaging in the community, 

deepening your professional 
development and making lasting 

friendships are all part of the everyday 
life of a Portage paid-on-call 

firefighter.
 

As an opportunity to share insight and 
answer your questions about joining, 

we are hosting a public walk in on 
Sunday March 26th from 10 am to 4 

pm. At this time, you can come to the 
Portage Fire Station and have one on 
one conservations with paid-on-call 

firefighters. In the weeks leading up to 
this event, please monitor our social 
media pages as we will be sharing 

content and engaging interviews from 
paid-on-call firefighters for you to 

learn more.

Fire Safety Reminders
The Department would like to encourage residents to replace the 
batteries in their Smoke Alarms and Carbon Monoxide Alarms. We 
have batteries available at the fire station. If assistance is needed 
with installing the batteries in your alarms, please contact us at (608) 
742-2172 and we will schedule a time to come and assist you. The 
batteries we receive are donated each year by Energizer.

Burn Permits
The City of Portage requires a burn permit for all open burning other 
than outdoor recreational fire pits or fireplaces.  The permit can be 
found on the Portage Fire Department website or you can stop into 
the station.  For those of you that live outside of the City and wish to 
burn, you must contact the DNR at https://dnr.wi.gov/burnpermits or 
1-888-947-2876. 

On behalf of the department I would like to thank our community for their continued support 
throughout the year. It is very much appreciated by our members.

Fire Chief Troy W. Haase
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Portage Park & Recreation

Activity Guide
Spring & Summer 2023

Department Information

701 W Slifer Street

Portage, WI 53901

608-742-2178

www.portage.recdesk.com

facebook.com/portageparkandrec

Contact Information
Toby Monogue

Department Manager

toby.monogue@portagewi.gov

Mike Percy
Recreation Coordinator

mike.percy@portagewi.gov

Hayley Wolfe
Recreation Assistant

hayley.wolfe@portagewi.gov

Emmett McCarthy
Arborist/Parks Crewperson

emmett.mccarthy@portagewi.gov

Mark Fahey
Parks Crewperson

Justin Brown
Parks Crewperson

Parks & Recreation Board
 David Paull, Chairperson

Ed Carlson
Jeff Gunderson
Martin Havlovic
Tyler Kamrath

Steve Rohrbeck
 

Meets 1st Wednesday of each month

Youth Programs
Spring Flag Football 
Be Active WI  
Babysitting Courses
Karate  
T-Ball  
Coach Pitch  
Baseball Skills Camp
Tot Soccer  
Instructional Soccer Camps
Tot Basketball 
Tennis Camps  
PHS Sports Camps 
Playground Program 
Creative Crafts 
Spanish Club 
BattleDarts
Library Programs 
Discover Drums 
Summer Cheerleading
Dance 
Middle School Competitive Cheer 

Table of Contents

Employment Opportunities- Persons interested in obtaining part-time or seasonal employment 
with the Portage Park & Recreation Department should visit Page 8, go on our website, or contact 
our department for information about open positions.

Everyone is Welcome– We welcome anyone to participate in our programs regardless of ability, 
race, or gender. We want to encourage everyone to participate and join in on the fun!

You Snooze….You Lose- Nothing kills a program quicker than waiting until the last minute to 
register. If we do not meet the minimum number of participants by the registration deadline, the 
program will be canceled. We also set registration maximums on each program based on staff, 
equipment, and space, so be sure to register early in order to reserve your spot before they are all 
gone!

Say ‘Cheese’- For program promotional purposes, photographs may be taken of participants. If 
you do not wish to have your photo, or photos of your children taken, please notify our 
department.

Residents vs. Non-Residents– All program and park shelter rentals will list 2 prices under the 
description. (example- $15/$25). The first price is the City of Portage or Pacific Township residents. 
The second price is for non-residents (Lewiston, Caledonia, Fort Winnebago, Pardeeville, etc.). Non- 
resident fees are charged to help our department continue to maintain our programs and 
facilities.

Scholarships– The City of Portage wishes to offer our programs and activities to all area children. If 
financial assistance is needed for a child’s participation, please contact our department for more 
information. Park Shelter Rentals and select programs do not qualify for our scholarship program.

Typos/Mistakes– Occasionally, there may be an error in days, times, registration requirements, 
pricing, or location in our program descriptions. When such errors occur, our staff will do 
everything possible to correct the situation promptly. Our department reserves the right to 
change program schedules as needed to accommodate demand or school/community conflicts.

Program Refund Policy– Refunds will be granted if requests are made seven (7) days before the 
scheduled start of the activity. Please contact our department if you have questions regarding 
refunds due to medical or unavoidable circumstances. All refunds carry a $5.00 processing fee.

Facility Rental Refund Policy– Refunds for facility rentals will be granted if requests are made 
thirty (30) days prior to scheduled rental. Extenuating circumstances are occasionally considered. 
All refunds carry a $5.00 processing fee.

Swimming/Aquatics
Lifeguard Certification 
Swim Lessons 

Special Events 
National Night Out 
Columbia County Fair 
Concerts in the Park 
Taste of Portage 

Adult Programs 
Adult Softball 
Co-Ed Sand Volleyball 
Pickleball 
Walking Club

Facilities 
Silver Lake Beach 
Splash Pad 
Skatepark 
Dog Park 
Park Shelter Rentals
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Employment Opportunities
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Applications and additional information about our Employment Opportunities can be found under 

the ‘Employment’ tab on our website: portage.recdesk.com. 

Interviews for positions begin in April, so please submit applications by March 31st!

5-25 hours per week
Flexible scheduling
Pay starting at $9.50/hour

Youth Sports Staff
Help coach and instruct kids in our t-ball, soccer, 
and/or other  youth sports programs! Employees 
must be reliable, hard working, outgoing, and able to 
work well with kids.

5-25 hours per week
Pay range $11-$16/hour depending on 
qualifications and experience

Youth Sports Supervisor
This position will lead and run our Youth Sports 
programs as well as supervise the staff helping with 
those programs. Applicants must have past 
experience working with kids,  preferably in a sports 
setting. Applicants must have prior knowledge of the 
sport they are applying to supervise.

20-40 hours per week
Pay starting at $10.75/hour for Lifeguards + 
bonus incentives
Pay starting at $12.00/hour for Swim Lesson 
Instructors

Lifeguards & Swim Lesson Instructors
We are seeking Lifeguards for Silver Lake Beach and 
the Rusch Community Pool! Job responsibilities will 
include lifeguarding, swim lesson instruction, 
concession attendant, and facility opening and 
closing procedures. If you are interested in 
becoming Lifeguard Certified, check out the 
Aquatics Section on page 17 for details on our next 
Lifeguard Certification Course.

20-35 hours per week
Pay starting at $9.50/hour

Summer Camp Staff
This position will help at our Summer Playground 
Program at Collipp-Worden Park. Staff will be 
responsible for leading games, activities, and crafts 
throughout the camp. Staff will also be responsible 
for supervising all children attending the camp, 
and ensuring their safety and well-being.

30-35 hours per week
Pay range $11-$16/hour DOQ
Previous experience working with kids required

Summer Camp Supervisor
This position will help the Recreation Coordinator 
plan and    implement various activities and games at 
our Summer Playground Program, while also helping 
lead and supervise the Summer Camp Staff. 

Monday-Friday 7:00 am-3:00 pm / Some Saturday 
AM hours 
Starts mid-May, working though mid-August (start 
date may be flexible)
Pay $12.25-$12.75 per hour

Seasonal Maintenance Worker
This is a non-supervisory position. General job function 
is to  efficiently and effectively perform maintenance 
operations; including operating machinery and 
performing maintenance and cleaning tasks 
throughout the City’s parks.  Must be 18 to apply.

Registrations & Reservations
There are 3 easy ways to register for a program or reserve a park shelter for your next event:

Online
PORTAGE.RECDESK.COM

Create an account on our website 
to sign up for programs or reserve 

a park shelter.  You will need a 
credit card to complete any online 
transaction. A small  convenience 

fee will apply.

Mail-In or Drop Off
Mail-in or Drop Off registration is 

available for all programs and shelter 
rentals. All Mail-In and Drop Off 

registrations or reservations must have 
completed paperwork and payment 

included in envelope. Drop Offs can be 
placed in our secure drop box outside 

of our office front door.

In Person
Check our website or 

Facebook page for office 
hours, or call ahead to make 
sure we are taking in-person 

registrations.

We accept cash, check, or credit card for registrations and reservations. All Mail-In or Drop Off payments 
must be made with cash or check only.



Summer Hot Spots
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Silver Lake Beach
522 Silver Lake Drive

Facility Information
-Free Admission 

-Concessions available during staffed hours

-Opens Saturday, May 27th

-Lifeguarded daily starting at 11am

(weather permitting)

Kayak & Paddleboard Rentals
Available during staffed hours

(weather permitting)

Pricing: $5 per hour (cash only)

Equipment must be used at Silver Lake- no 

transporting to other locations. Lifejackets 

and paddles provided. A Driver’s License will 

be required as a deposit.

Fritz Port Dog Park
720 Griffith Street

Facility Information
-All dogs must receive a dog license through the 

City of Portage each year. This license includes 

FREE use of the Dog Park.

- Non-residents and unlicensed dogs must pay the 

$2 daily fee at the Dog Park each visit

-Operating Hours: 8am-10pm

Goodyear Park 
Splashpad

920 Dewitt Street

Facility Information
-Free Admission 

-Opens Saturday, May 27th

-Operating Hours: 10am-7pm

Portage Family 
Skatepark

920 Dewitt Street

Facility Information
-Located at Goodyear Park

-Free Admission 

-Operating Hours: 8am– Dusk
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BE ACTIVE Wisconsin
Community Fitness Challenge– Portage is competing 
with other Wisconsin communities for the ‘fittest 
community’ and we need your help! This friendly 
competition is to encourage people to get outdoors and 
utilize the parks and trails we have available around 
Portage. 
Register on our website and you will be asked to log your 
Active Minutes each week. Each participants receives a 
long-sleeve t-shirt as well! The competition runs from 
March 1-March 31. 
Ages: All ages welcome!
Fee: $15 per participant
Registration Deadline: March 14th
(participants can backlog minutes if they 
register after March 1)

Karate 
Basics– Join in on the fun and join our martial arts program!  
Karate Basics is an intro level class and will introduce             
participants to the fundamental skills of the martial arts 
world. This class is designed for inexperienced, new karate 
participants.

Intermediate– This program is for our mid-level karate 
participants and will help build and improve the participant’s 
skills and knowledge. This program is designed for 
participants who have experience in our karate programs.

Advanced– This program is designed for more experienced     
karate participants. This advanced program will expand and 
develop participant’s knowledge and skills in martial arts. 
Karate Advanced participants must have a Green Belt or 
higher in order to register.

Dates: (Monday and Thursday evenings)
Session 2- March 6-April 27
Session 3- May 4-June 26 (no class on May 29)
Session 4- July 6-August 24
Session 5- August 28-October 19 (no class September 4)
Session 6- October 26-December 21 (no class November 23)

Times: Basics (5-6pm), Intermediate (6-7pm), 
 Advanced (7-8pm)
Location: City Hall Basement (115 W Pleasant St)
Ages: 6+
Fee: $30/$45 (per session)
*Each class may have additional classes scheduled as needed 
for Belt Testing*
Registration: Sessions 2 & 3 Registration is open online right 
now. Sessions 4-6 Registration begins Monday, April 3

Spring Programs
Flag Football 
We are happy to offer a Flag Football program again this 
Spring! Boys and girls will learn and work on basic skills 
such as passing, catching, agility, and kicking. Each 
Saturday, players will develop skills and learn the game, 
evolving into scrimmage games later in the season.
Dates: Saturdays, April 22-May 20 
Times: K-2nd Grade (9:00-9:55am) or 
            3rd-5th Grade (10:00-10:55am)
Location: Ball fields at the Portage Fairgrounds
Grades: K-5th 
Fee: $20/$25
Registration Dates: March 13th—Monday, April 10th
Min/Max: 10/30

Lifeguard Certification Course
We are happy to offer a Red Cross Lifeguard Certification 
Course this spring. This course will include online 
assignments in addition to in-water skills training and 
classroom training. Participants who successfully pass this 
course will be eligible for employment with the Portage 
Park & Recreation Department. Starting pay is $10.75/hour 
for Lifeguards.
Dates: Sundays, April 30th and May 7th (must attend both days)
Time: 11am—6pm 
Ages: Must be 15 or older by May 7, 2023
Fee: $50- for participants who will work for Portage Park &
                   Rec following successful completion of course
         $150– for participants who will work elsewhere 
                     following successful completion of course
 

SafeSitter Babysitting Course
This class will teach middle schoolers how to be a safe, 
responsible babysitter. Safety skills, child development 
and   behavior tips, rescue breathing, first aid, and general             
responsibilities will be covered in this course. Upon 
passing this class, children may gain employment within 
their community with their certification, and parents will 
be able to feel more comfortable and confident leaving 
an elder child to watch their younger siblings. 
Dates: To Be Announced- pending instructor availability. 
Please follow our Facebook page 
(facebook.com/portageparknrec) for class 
announcements!
Times: 9am-2:30pm
Location: Park & Recreation Office (701 W. Slifer St)
Ages: 11-15 
Fee: $40/$50
Min/Max: 2/6 per class

Be sure to check our website and Facebook 
page for additional programs that get 

added after the Activity Guide is published!

Spring Registration opens Monday, March 13th at portage.recdesk.com



Tot T-Ball
This program covers the basics of t-ball and baseball and 
will incorporate skill development, fun games, and 
teamwork. Parent participation is required. The first few 
weeks will focus on practicing the basics, and improving 
individual skills, and during the last few weeks, kids will 
play in organized, unscored games. This program will 
utilize Safe-T Soft Baseballs, tennis balls, and Whiffle Balls 
to keep kids safe while learning this sport. Participants 
must bring their own gloves.
Dates: Thursdays, June 15-July 20
Time Choices: 4:15-5:00 pm
                            5:15-6:00 pm 
                            6:15-7:00 pm
Location: Fairgrounds-Lawton & Siegel Ball Diamond
                   (north end of Fairgrounds near the Dog Park)
Ages: 4-5 year olds
Fee: $25/$35
Min/Max: 10/18 per session
Registration Deadline: Friday, June 2
 

Baseball Skill Development Camp
This program is a skill development baseball program for 
players ages 9-13. This program will begin as individual 
skill development and will evolve into gameplay after the 
first few weeks. This program will meet Mondays, 
Tuesdays, and Wednesdays. Thursday will be used only if 
there is a rainout earlier in the week.
Dates: Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays
             June 12-July 19 (no camp week of July 3rd)
Time: 9am-11am
           *Times may be adjusted depending on enrollment and gameplay.
            Coaches will announce changes at practice*

Location: Fairgrounds-Lawton & Siegel Ball Diamonds
                   (north end of Fairgrounds near the Dog Park)
Ages: 9-13
Fee: $35/$45
Registration Deadline: Friday, June 9
 

Tot Basketball
Join us as we introduce your future NBA All-Stars to the sport 
of basketball! This instructional camp is designed to teach 
kids the basics of dribbling, shooting, and making basketball 
fun!
Ages: 4-8 year-olds
Dates: Wednesdays, June 14, 21, 28
Times:  4-6 year olds- 4:15– 4:55pm
               7-8 year olds- 5:00-5:40pm
Location: Collipp-Worden Park Basketball Courts
Fee: $10/$20
Registration Deadlines: June 9
Min/Max: 5/15 per class
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Summer Enrichment Programs

5-6 Year Old T-Ball
Portage Youth Baseball runs a Co-Ed T-Ball league for 5-6  
years old in the Portage community. Please contact them 
or visit their website (portageyouthbaseball.org) for more 
information. Financial assistance is available through PYB. 
Registration Deadline is Saturday, April 1st.

7-8 Year Old Baseball
Portage Youth Baseball runs a baseball league for 7-8 
years old in the Portage community. Please contact them 
or visit their website (portageyouthbaseball.org) for more 
information. Financial assistance is available through PYB. 
Registration Deadline is Saturday, April 1st.

Tot Soccer
This program is focused on getting kids in the game and 
having fun! We’ll teach soccer basics such as kicking,
 throw-ins, and basic game play, in a relaxed, recreational 
environment.
Dates: Tuesdays, June 13-July 25 (no program July 4)
Times: 4:15-5:00pm
              5:15-6:00pm 
              6:15-7:00pm
Location: Soccer Fields @ the Portage Fairgrounds
Ages: 4-5 year-olds
Fee: $25/$35
Registration Deadline: Friday, June 9
Min/Max: 10/18 per session

Instructional Soccer Camp
This program will focus on intermediate skills and drills for 
soccer players. The first portion of the program will be 
dedicated to individual skill development, but will evolve into 
more advanced drill work and gameplay. 
Dates: Tuesdays and Thursdays, June 13-July 20
             (No camp on Tuesday, July 4)
Times: 6-8 years olds– 9:00-10:00am
              9-12 years olds– 10:15-11:15am
Location: Soccer Fields @ the Portage Fairgrounds
Ages: 6-12
Fee: $40/$50
Registration Deadline: Friday, June 9
Min/Max: 10/24 per age group

Summer Registration opens Monday, April 3rd at portage.recdesk.com



Youth Tennis Camps
Interested in developing and improving your tennis skills 
in a fun, relaxed atmosphere? This co-ed program will 
consist of drills and activities to help improve tennis skills, 
as well as learning about and participating in gameplay. 
Participants should bring their own racquets. All classes 
are located at the  Portage High School Tennis Courts
 (E. Slifer St)
Fee: $15/$25
Registration Deadline: The Friday prior to session starting
Session 1 (Evenings)
Dates: Monday thru Thursday, June 5-June 8
Age:                   Time:
5-6                     5:00-5:45 pm (parent participation required)
7-8                     6:00-6:45 pm
9-10                   5:00-6:00 pm
11-14                   6:00-7:00 pm

Session 2 (Mornings)
Dates: Monday thru Thursday, June 12-June 15
Age:                  Time:
7-8                     9:00-9:45 am
9-10                   10:00-11:00 am
11-14                   11:00am-Noon

Session 3 (Mornings)
Dates: Monday thru Thursday, June 19-June 22
Age:                 Time:
7-8                    9:00-9:45 am
9-10                  10:00-11:00 am
11-14                  11:00am-Noon

Session 4 (Mornings)
Dates: Monday thru Thursday, July 10-July 13
Age:                 Time:
7-8                    9:00-9:45 am
9-10                  10:00-11:00 am
11-14                  11:00am-Noon

Session 5 (Evenings)
Dates: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, July 17, 18, 20
             (no class Wednesday evening)
Age:                   Time:
5-6                    5:00-5:45pm (parent participation required)
7-8                    6:00-6:45pm
9-10                  5:00-6:00pm
11-14                  6:00-7:00pm
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Summer Registration opens Monday, April 3rd at portage.recdesk.com

Looking For More?
Looking for more youth sports options? Check out these 
Youth Organization websites for more Youth Sports in 
Portage!
Youth Soccer– portageyouthsoccer.org
Girls Basketball– 
sites.google.com/view/portagegirlsbasketballclub/home
Boys Basketball– portageboyshoopsclub.com
Baseball– portageyouthbaseball.org
Girls Fastpitch Softball– portageyouthsoftball.org
Tackle Football– portagewarriorfb.com
Swim Team– portageyouthswimteam.com
Wrestling– portagewarriorwrestling.com

Summer Sports
PHS Athletic Camps
We are working hard to organize and offer multiple 
week-long Youth Sports Camps in partnership with the 
Portage High School varsity coaching staffs and athletes. 
Details for camps this summer will be advertised on our 
Facebook page and website when they are finalized, so 
stay tuned!

Have an idea?
Do you have an idea or suggestion for an activity, sport, 
or program you’d like to see offered in the community? 
We’d love to hear from you, so please reach out and we 
can discuss possible action to 
implement new programs!

Boys & Girls Club
The Boys & Girls Club is an after school and summer 
program for youth ages 7-18 years old. Club programming 
provides homework help, mentoring, friends and a wide 
array of activities spanning from arts and crafts to gym 
games and more. The Club aims to enable all young 
people, especially those who need us most, to reach their 
full potential as productive, responsible, and caring 
citizens.

After School Hours: Mon-Thurs 3:00pm-7:00pm
                                       Fri 2:00pm-6:00pm
Summer Hours: Mon-Fri 7:30am-5:30pm
Location: 117 W Franklin St (Rusch Elementary)
Website: www.bgcwcw.org
Contact: Portage@bgcwcw.org

Be sure to check our website and Facebook 
page for additional programs that get 

added after the Activity Guide is published!

http://www.bgcwcw.org/
mailto:Portage@bgcwcw.org
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Summer Enrichment Programs
Playground Program
Looking for a fun and exciting program to keep your kids 
entertained all summer long? Our Playground Program is a     
supervised day camp designed to keep kids active and 
outdoors this summer! Whether you can attend all day 
every day, or just a few hours each week, our camp staff 
will lead them in fun structured games and activities, arts 
and crafts, and much more. You can register for the specific 
week(s) that you can attend, or register for the whole 
summer for a discounted price!
Dates: Monday thru Friday
             Week 1– June 5– June 9 
             Week 2– June 12– June 16
             Week 3– June 19– June 23
             Week 4– June 26– June 30
             Week 5– July 5– July 7 (no program July 3rd or 4th)
             Week 6– July 10– July 14
             Week 7– July 17– July 21
             Week 8– July 24– July 28
             Week 9– July 31– August 4
Times: 9:00am-3:00pm
Location: Collipp-Worden Park Shelter #1
Ages: 6-14
Fee: $15/$20 per week OR $90/$110 for all 9 weeks
Max: 60 kids per week

Spanish Club
This program will be a great way to introduce or expand 
your knowledge of Spanish culture! Each day will focus on    
different themes, basic Spanish vocabulary, fun games, and 
crafts. 
Dates & Times: TBD as it will depend on summer staff 
availability. Please check back with us as we get closer to 
the summer!
Location: Collipp-Worden Shelter #1
Ages: 7-12
Fee: $10/$20
Registration Deadline: Friday, June 10
Min/Max: 5/15

Portage Public Library Programs
Be sure to check out the Portage Public Library information 
on page 20 for some great adult programs. They also have 
tons of youth and teen programs to keep the whole family 
entertained! 
Website: portagelibrary.us

BattleDarts 
Back by popular demand- BattleDarts is a mobile Nerf 
party that includes nerf blasters and inflated bunkers to 
provide the layout of a battlefield. All participants will be 
divided into teams and will have the opportunity to play 
games such as Capture the Flag and Team Elimination. 
There will be an official Referee and Game Monitor to 
make this event run smoothly. Participants must bring 
their own eye protection (sunglasses, goggles, clear 
glasses, etc.). All other equipment will be provided by the 
BattleDarts Game Operator.
Dates: Thursday, July 20th, or Friday, August 11th 
             (pick one or both dates to attend!)
Time: 6:00-8:00 pm
Location: Portage Fairgrounds Soccer Complex 
                   (799 Thompson St) 
Rain Location- Bartels MS Gym
Ages: 7-13
Fee: $12/$17
Registration Deadline: 1 week before each date
Min/Max: 12/40 per event

Creative Crafts
Join our staff as we guide participants in some fun and 
creative craft projects! Participants can choose to attend 
1 class or all 5. Craft materials will be provided and all 
participants will take home their project after each class.
Dates:  Wednesdays
              June  21- Summer Fun Crafts
              June 28- 4th of July Crafts
              July 12- Sports Crafts
              July 19- Bug Crafts
Times: 3:15-4:00pm
             *kids participating in the Playground Program
              can stay at the park after the Playground 
              Program ends. Staff will remain on site between 
              programs.
Location: Collipp-Worden Shelter #1
Ages: 6-10
Fee: $5/$10
Registration Deadline: Friday prior to each class date
Min/Max: 5/15 per class

Summer Registration opens Monday, April 3rd at portage.recdesk.com

Be sure to check our website and Facebook 
page for additional programs that get 

added after the Activity Guide is published!



Middle School Competitive Cheer Program
Our middle school competitive cheer teams are a no-cut 
sport for kids entering 5th-8th grade, and there are no 
try-outs. We will accept any child from any school 
district, as long as they are able to commit to our 
practice and competition schedule. We believe in 
offering a disciplined program to any person that wishes 
to learn the fundamentals of cheerleading, as well as 
experience cheerleading in an emotionally and 
physically safe environment. We strive to teach our 
athletes the value of commitment, hard work, integrity, 
leadership, self-confidence, a positive attitude, and a love 
for the sport.
 
All practices (unless pre-approved by coaches) and 
competitions are mandatory to be on this team. No other 
sport/activity can take precedence over your place on 
this team. This team is a commitment because once a 
routine is in place, the team cannot perform without a 
member.  Mandatory Parent/Athlete meeting will be 
June 28th.
 
Practice Dates: Mon Nights, July 10-February 26 and
                              Thurs Nights, Nov 2-February 22
Times: Monday practices– 5:30-7:30pm
              Thursday practices– 5:30-7:00pm
Location: Mondays- High School Wrestling Room
                   Thursdays– Woodridge Elementary
Competition Dates: Select Saturdays in
 December-February (exact dates will be
 handed out during the season)
Fee: $145/$155
     *Fee covers registration and 
       apparel/shoes.
Ages: Kids entering 5th-8th Grade
Registration Deadline: June 23
Min/Max: 7/34
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Summer Registration opens Monday, April 3rd at portage.recdesk.com

Discover Drums
Is your child's inner musician looking to explore? Would 
they like to learn about tons of rhythms and to play on a 
variety of drums? This program is the perfect introduction 
to the world of percussion and exploring your inner 
drummer! You'll discover drum sets, snare drums, marching 
drums, hand drums, mallet instruments and way too many 
percussion instruments to name them all (ankle bells, 
anyone?). You'll also compose music with your fellow 
drummers and perform a small "concert" at the end. This 
program is geared towards beginners and participants will 
receive a pair of drumsticks and a bucket drum at the 
conclusion of the class. 
Dates:  Session 1 (June 26th & 27th)
              Session 2 (July 18th & 19th)
              Session 3 (August 7th & 8th)  
Times: 10am-Noon
Location: Portage Soundworks (129 W Cook St)
Ages: 8+
Fee: $40/$50 per session (includes drumsticks and 
         bucket drum)
Registration Deadline: Friday prior to each session
Min/Max: 3/5 participants per session
 

Summer Enrichment Programs

Summer Cheerleading
These classes are for anyone who dreams of being a 
cheerleader! Students will work on basic cheer 
fundamentals including jumps, band dances, stunting, 
tumbling, and cheering. This is a fun way to develop 
strength, flexibility, and self-esteem through fun 
choreographed material. Youth Cheerleaders will have an 
opportunity to cheer with the Portage High School Varsity 
Cheer Team at a Warrior football game in September!*
Dates: Session 1- Wednesdays, June 7-June 28
             Session 2- Wednesdays, July 5-July 26
             Session 3- Wednesdays, August 2-August 23
*Only Session 3 participants will get to cheer at the football game.
Times: Kids entering K-4th Grade (4:45-5:15pm) 
              Kids entering 5th-8th Grade (5:15-6:00pm)
Location: Portage High School Football Field (High School 
wrestling room will be used for a rain location)
Ages: 5-14
Fee: $20/$30 
Registration Deadline: Friday prior to each start date
Min/Max: 5/45
 

 

Dance
Perfect for those wanting to try multiple styles of dance! 
Participants will learn a little of everything to help them 
become well-rounded dancers. Class also helps improve 
balance, coordination, and rhythm. Dance shoes are 
recommended but not required.
Dates: Tuesdays Nights
             Session 1–June 20-July 18 
             Session 2– July 25-Aug 22 
Ages & Times: 4:30-5:00pm (ages 3-4)
                            5:00-5:30pm (ages 3-4)
                            5:35-6:05pm (ages 5-6)
                            6:10-6:40pm (ages 7-9)
                            6:45-7:15pm (ages 10-14)
Registration Deadline: Friday prior to each start date.
Location: Portage City Hall (115 W Pleasant St)
Fee: $15/$25
Min/Max: 4/14 per class
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Events Around Town
National Night Out
National Night Out is an opportunity to enjoy a fun night in the park to 
enhance the relationship between neighbors and law enforcement, 
while bringing back a true sense of community! Local Police and 
Sheriffs representatives will be in the park playing games, handing out 
safety information, and helping to create a positive relationship 
between our community and law enforcement. 

At the end of the evening, there will be a FREE movie in the park. This 
year, we are showing Sing 2. Bring your lawn chairs, blankets, family, 
and friends to this event sponsored by the Portage Park & Recreation 
Department!

Date: Tuesday, August 1st
Time: Event begins at 6pm Movie will begin after sunset, 
typically around 8pm
Location: Collipp-Worden Park
Fee: FREE

Columbia County Fair
Join us as we celebrate this year's fair "Memories- 
made here" from July  26th-30th at the Columbia 
County Fairgrounds in Portage. 

Questions about the Fair can be directed to the 
Columbia County Fair Board by visiting 
ColumbiaCountyFairWI.org , emailing them at 
ColumbiaCoFair@yahoo.com or calling 
608-697-5043

Taste of Portage
August 25th/26th-Taking place in downtown on 
Friday night and Saturday we will have live music, 
food, drinks, kid's activities, an art and craft show 
and a classic car show. Events take place at 
Market Square Parking Lot, Cook Street and East 
Edgewater Street.  

New in 2023 we will be hosting a Half Marathon 
and 5K on Saturday, August 26 during the event. 
Participants will start and finish at the Taste of 
Portage and run their route throughout streets of 
Portage. 

Come enjoy live music on Friday night with Best 
Practice and on Saturday enjoy Copper Box and 
the Whiskey Belles.   The Classic Car and Truck 
Show will take place downtown on Saturday and 
free activities for kids to enjoy as well. There will 
be a variety of food served both days. For details 
visit www.portagewi.com

Concerts in the Park
Join us at Pauquette Park at the Beasley Pavilion to enjoy 
some live music this summer. We encourage you to bring 
your family and friends along with a lawn chair or blanket 
and spend a relaxing evening at the park listening to live 
music. Concerts are free to attend and begin at 6:30pm!

Friday, July 14- Panchromatic Steel (Island-style steel drum   
                              music with a variety of popular hits)
Friday, July 21- Hirt Alpert (Tribute band showcasing music
                              of Herb Alpert and Al Hirt)

Milwaukee Brewers Game
Join us at the Milwaukee Brewer game on Sunday, May 
28th! Our group tickets will be on the Johnsonville Party 
Deck, which includes unlimited buffet food and 2 
complimentary drinks. Tickets are limited so reserve your 
spot ASAP!
Price: $65 (transportation not included)
Game Time: 1:10pm 

Summer Registration opens Monday, April 3rd at portage.recdesk.com

http://www.portagewi.com/
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Walking Club
Looking to get outside and exercise this summer? Looking to meet new people in the community? Looking to explore 
new parts of the city? This club is for you! This brand new program is FREE and invites walkers of all ages and abilities to 
join. Walks will be at a leisurely pace, on sidewalks, trails, and city streets. We will meet once per week at a different 
park, and go on 30-45 minute walk around that neighborhood or park. This club will start walking in mid-May, 
depending on the weather. Sign up on our website (under the programs tab) or call our office. 
Dates: Wednesdays, mid-May through September
Time: 9:00-9:45am
Location: Varies each week- members will be emailed the dates and locations prior to the program beginning
Fee: Free! 

For more information go to portage.recdesk.com or call 608-742-2178

Adult Programs
Adult Softball
Adult softball is back in Portage and we are happy to offer 
Men’s and Co-ed leagues this year! Rules and Registration 
Packets can be found on our website beginning April 1st. 
Teams from last year will be contacted prior to April 1st and 
will have the first choice of leagues. Each league is limited 
to 8 teams, and we will accept the first 8 teams to turn in 
their Registration Packet and Team Fee.
Leagues: Mondays (Men’s League)
                 Tuesdays (Co-Ed League)
Times: Games will start between 6-9 pm. Exact game times 
will be determined when the schedule is created after 
registration.
Location: Portage Fairgrounds (new field at the north end 
of 
                    complex near the Dog Park)
Fee: $300 per team (no individual or non-resident fees)
Registration Deadline: Monday, April 17
Season Dates: Mid-May through Mid-August

 
*Interested in umpiring any Adult Softball Leagues? Contact 

our department. $25/game and paid training*
 

2022 Men’s League Champions– J&T Auto

Pickleball
We are happy to once again offer our Adult Pickleball 
program. This is a drop-in type program, with no 
registration. Pickleball players will meet at Pine Meadow 
Park (865 Hamilton St) for pick up games. All skill levels 
are invited to try it out! Pickleball nets, paddles, and 
balls are provided, but feel free to bring your own. We 
recently installed 3 permanent pickleball courts at Pine 
Meadow Park, and these are open for play mid-spring 
through mid-fall! 
Dates: Monday & Wednesdays Mornings
Season Dates: May through September (weather 
dependent)
Location: Pine Meadow Park (865 Hamilton St)
Time: 9 am - 11 am
Fee: Free

Adult Co-Ed Sand Volleyball
We are excited to offer a 6 vs. 6 Recreational Co-Ed Sand 
Volleyball league this year at Collipp-Worden Park! Get 
some friends together, bring a cooler, and enjoy a fun 
night at the park each week! Registration packets can 
be found on our website under the ‘forms’ tab, or in our 
office.
Dates: Thursday Nights, mid-June to mid-August
Times: Evenings (exact times and dates will be 
determined
              depending on number of teams)
Location: Collipp-Worden Park
Ages: 18+
Fee: $60 per team
Registration Dates: April 3-May 26

WPRA Discount Tickets
Tickets available at the Portage Park & Rec Office (701 W. Slifer St)  May 1st thru September 1st

Cash or card accepted. No checks. Please call ahead to check availability.

NOAH’S ARK– Any Day
Price: $35.00 per person
Children under 36” are FREE
Season: May 27-September 4
Anyone under 17 must have 
chaperone.

JET BOAT ADVENTURE
Price: $29.00 Adult (12+)
            $15.25 Child (4-11)
Children 3 and under not 
allowed
Season: May 14-October 14

WISCONSIN DUCKS TOUR
Price: $29.00 Adult (12+)
            $15.25 Child (4-11)
Children 3 & under are FREE 
Season: March 6-November 7

PIRATES COVE MINI GOLF
Price: $8.00 per person
Children 4 & under are FREE 
Season: Mid-March thru Mid-October 
(weather permitting)
Only paying players allowed on course

MOUNT OLYMPUS 
WATER & THEME PARK
Season: May 27-Sept. 4
Price: $10.00 per person
Kids 2 and under are FREE

UPPER DELLS BOAT TOUR
Price: $29.00 Adult (12+)
           $15.25 Child (4-11)
Children 3 & under are FREE 
Season: March 30-October 30

MILWAUKEE COUNTY ZOO
Price: $13.50 Adult (13+)
           $10.25 Child (3-12)
Children 2 & under are FREE 
Open year-round. Tickets 
expire 12/31/23



TIME CLASS #1 CLASS #2

9:00AM BLUE LEVEL 1

9:35AM WHITE LEVEL 2

10:10AM RED LEVEL 3
(10:10-10:55AM)10:45AM BLUE

11:20AM PARENT/CHILD LEVEL 1

11:55AM RED LEVEL 2

12:45PM WHITE LEVEL 3
(12:45-1:30PM)1:20PM BLUE

1:55PM PARENT/CHILD LEVEL 1

2:30PM RED LEVEL 4
(2:30-3:15PM)3:05PM LEVEL 2

TIME CLASS #1 CLASS #2

9:00AM RED LEVEL 2

9:35AM BLUE LEVEL 1

10:10AM WHITE LEVEL 4
(10:10-10:55AM)10:45AM PARENT/CHILD

11:20AM RED LEVEL 2

11:55AM WHITE LEVEL 1

12:45PM BLUE LEVEL 3
(12:45-1:30PM)1:20PM PARENT/CHILD

1:55PM RED LEVEL 2

2:30PM BLUE LEVEL 3
(2:30-3:15PM)3:05PM LEVEL 1

TIME CLASS #1 CLASS #2

9:00AM BLUE LEVEL 1

9:35AM WHITE LEVEL 2

10:10AM RED LEVEL 3
(10:10-10:55AM)10:45AM BLUE

11:20AM PARENT/CHILD LEVEL 1

11:55AM RED LEVEL 2

12:45PM WHITE LEVEL 4
(12:45-1:30PM)1:20PM BLUE

1:55PM PARENT/CHILD LEVEL 1

2:30PM RED LEVEL 5/6
(2:30-3:15PM)3:05PM LEVEL 2

TIME CLASS #1 CLASS #2

9:00AM WHITE LEVEL 1

9:35AM BLUE LEVEL 2

10:10AM RED LEVEL 3
(10:10-10:55AM)10:45AM WHITE

11:20AM BLUE LEVEL 1

11:55AM PARENT/CHILD LEVEL 2

12:45PM WHITE LEVEL 5/6
(12:45-1:30PM)1:20PM RED

1:55PM LEVEL 2 LEVEL 1

2:30PM BLUE LEVEL 4
(2:30-3:15PM)3:05PM PARENT/CHILD

TIME CLASS #1 CLASS #2

1:00PM RED LEVEL 1

1:35PM WHITE LEVEL 2

2:10PM BLUE LEVEL 3
(2:10-2:55PM)2:45PM PARENT/CHILD

3:20PM RED LEVEL 1

3:55AM BLUE LEVEL 2

4:30PM PARENT/CHILD LEVEL 3
(4:30-5:15PM)5:05OM WHITE

5:40PM LEVEL 2 LEVEL 1

6:15PM BLUE RED
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Swim Lessons & Aquatics
Each session of swim lessons includes 8 classes

 

Red/White/Blue Classes- $27/$37      Level 1 thru Level 6- $37/$47       Parent & Child Classes- $15/$25

Levels P/C-Level 2 includes eight (8) 30-minute classes. Levels 3-6 includes eight (8) 45-minute classes. 
Prices listed above are for the entire 8 class session.

SUMMER SESSION #1
Dates: June 5-June 15 (Mon-Thurs)

SUMMER SESSION #2
Dates: June 19-June 29 (Mon-Thurs)

 
 

SUMMER SESSION #3
Dates: July 10-July 20 (Mon-Thurs)

SUMMER SESSION #4
Dates: July 24-Aug 3 (Mon-Thurs)

SUNDAY SESSION
Dates: June 11-Aug 6 (No class July 2)

What Level Does My Child 
Belong In?
Visit the portage.recdesk.com and 
click on the ‘Pool’ tab for more 
information on each level, as well as a 
full description and age ranges.

Pool Activity Schedules
Monthly schedules can be found 
online at portage.recdesk.com on the 
Pool tab. Schedules change often, so 
check our website for the most up to 
date schedule.

Interested in Youth Swim Team? 
Check out 

www.portageyouthswimteam.com 
for more info!

Lifeguard Certification Course
We are happy to offer a Red Cross Lifeguard Certification Course this spring. 
This course will include online assignments in addition to in-water skills 
training and classroom training. Participants who successfully pass this 
course will be eligible for employment with the Portage Park & Recreation 
Department. Starting pay is $10.75/hour for Lifeguards.
Dates: Sundays, April 30th and May 7th (must attend both days)
Time: 11am—6pm 
Ages: Must be 15 or older by May 7, 2023
Fee: $50- for participants who will be working for Portage Park & Rec
                   following successful completion of course
         $150– for participants who will work elsewhere following successful
                    completion of course
 

Swim Lesson Registration opens Monday, April 3rd at portage.recdesk.com



Collipp-Worden #1
226 W. Slifer St
-14 picnic tables
-Electricity
-Flush Restrooms
-Charcoal Grills
-Disc Golf Course
-B-ball & Tennis Courts
-Playground

Pauquette Beasley 
Pavillion

815 W. Cook St
-14 picnic tables
-Electricity

*Please see Pauquette 
Shelter #1 for 
additional park 
amenities.

Sunset
1217 W Pleasant St
-12 picnic tables
-Electricity
-Flush Restrooms
-Charcoal Grills
-Playground
-Scenic Overlook of 
Wisconsin River

Silver Lake
522 Silver Lake Dr
-6 picnic tables
-Electricity
-Flush Restrooms
-Playground
-Beach swimming 
area

Pauquette #1
900 W Conant St
-7 picnic tables
-Electricity
-Basketball Court
-Playground
-Flush Restrooms
-Floral Garden
 

Goodyear #1
920 Dewitt St
-6 picnic tables
-Electricity
-Splashpad
-Playground
-Flush Restrooms
-Skatepark

Pauquette #2
900 W Conant St.
-6 picnic tables
-Electricity
 
*Please see Pauquette 
Shelter #1 for 
additional park 
amenities
 

Collipp-Worden #2
301 W Slifer St
-5 picnic tables
-Electricity
-Charcoal Grill
 
*Please see Collipp- 
Worden Shelter #1 for 
additional park 
amenities
 

Goodyear #2
1016 Dewitt St
-2 picnic tables
 
*Please see 
Goodyear Shelter 
#1 for 
additional park 
amenities
 

Cattail
510 W. Burns St
-1 picnic table
-Green Space
-Small playground 
equipment
 

Pine Meadow
865 Hamilton St
-3 picnic tables
-Green Space
-Playground
-Tennis/Pickleball 
Court
-Portable Restroom

Pauquette Gazebo
900 W. Conant St
-Great Wedding and 
photograph venue
-Located next to 
Bridal Pond at 
Pauquette Park
 
*Please see Pauquette 
Shelter #1 for 
additional park 
amenities

Lincoln
404 E Carroll St
-2 picnic tables
-Playground
-Basketball Court
 

Sanborn
922 W. Franklin St
-3 picnic tables
-Green Space
-Playground
-Basketball Court
 

424 Winnebago St
-3 picnic tables
-Playground
 
 

Woodridge Riverside
300 E. Wisconsin St
-6 picnic tables
-Electricity
-Swings
-Portable Restroom
-Along Wisconsin River
-2.9 mile Levee walking 
trail
 

 

Park Shelter Rentals
Reserve any shelter at portage.recdesk.com under the ‘Facilities’ tab. 

Or stop in the Portage Park & Recreation Department at 701 W. Slifer Street, Portage, WI
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TIER ONE SHELTERS 
Monday-Friday $40 R/$60 NR     Saturday/Sunday $50 R/$70 NR

TIER TWO SHELTERS 
Monday-Friday $30 R/$50 NR      Saturday/Sunday $40 R/$60 NR

TIER THREE SHELTERS 
Monday-Friday $20 R/$40 NR     Saturday/Sunday $30 R/$50 NR



Spring Clean-Up: May 6, 2023 8:00am – 2:00pm at the Public Works Garage located at 616 Washington Street

Guidelines for Brush/Leaf/Clipping Collection: Brush Collection will take place the week of April 3, May 1, June 5, July 
10, August 7, September 11, October 2, and November 6. Brush needs to be out in your boulevard by 7am Monday 
morning to be picked up that week. Leaf bags and grass clippings must be separated from the brush and be out by 
7am Monday morning as well. Leaf and grass bags may be collected separately from our brush collection. The Airport 
Road brush site is open for resident drop off of brush, leaves and grass clippings. This drop off site is not to be used by 
commercial contractors. Guidelines for brush, bagged leaves, and grass clipping collection and drop off requirements 
can be found on our City website at www.portagewi.gov/brush-and-grass-collection/. Items not in compliance will 
not be collected.

Recycling: Columbia County Recycling is the City of Portage’s contractor for garbage and recycling collection. Please 
visit our City website for information on what can and can’t be recycled at https://www.portagewi.gov/garbage-and- 
recycling/. Additionally, the City maintains a drop-off center for residents to use for household recyclables as a 
supplement to curbside collection on Washington Street. Please note, this drop-off site is monitored by video 
surveillance to ensure drop-off guidelines are followed. Guidelines for drop-off are posted on-site.

Water Utility: To ensure utility customers continue to receive quality drinking water, crews will be flushing hydrants 
between April 17 - May 12, 2023. During this period, you may experience some discoloration in your water. If this 
happens, simply run your faucet with cold water until the water clears. Water Utility crews will continue to perform 
meter swaps and cross-connection surveys in 2023, these will be scheduled with property owners in advance.

With most Utility customers using some form of online bill payment system, we are seeking to relocate some Utility 
Office personnel to the City Hall to assist with increased workload at this location. This will result in changes in the 
hours the Utility Office (135 Northridge) will be open later this year. Utility customers may register their Portage Utility 
bills online through the Payment Service Network to arrange for immediate or scheduled payments or set up 
automatic payments monthly. The City is also seeking to permit payment of Portage Utility Bills at City Hall, 115 W 
Pleasant Street. Stay tuned for these changes.

Waste Water Reminders: If you have a sanitary back-up after 4:30 pm Monday-Friday, 
or on Saturday, Sunday, or a holiday, please call (608)742-2171.

2023 Road Construction/Improvement Projects:

• 2023 Sidewalk Improvement Project: We will be bidding out a variety of sidewalks throughout the City for 
improvements in 2023. The project will consist of both new sidewalk and the replacement of the existing sidewalk. 
After bids are awarded for designated areas, a map will be posted on the City website. Abutting properties will be 
special assessed at 100% of improvement costs.

• Street Chip Sealing: Annually, the City contracts to have designated streets in which the pavement is in relatively
good shape, structurally sound, and does not need subgrade or utility improvements. Chip sealing is a cost-effective 
preventative maintenance method to improve and extend the life of the street before more intensive improvements 
are needed. Streets that are chip sealed are first sealed with an application of an emulsion (asphalt and water) that 
adheres to the pavement surface and then a thin layer of aggregate or chips is immediately applied onto the 
emulsion. This creates an improved road surface that extends the life of the pavement and improves rideability. The 
cost for this is 100% funded with Wheel Tax revenues. After bids are awarded for designated streets, a map will be 
posted on the City website with locations of chip sealing.

• Street Crack Filling: Recently paved streets are crack filled to reduce water infiltration and reinforce the pavement 
surface. This comparatively inexpensive preventative maintenance method extends the life of pavements. The 
process involves sweeping the streets designated for crack filling, followed by crews using hot air lances to incinerate 
and remove material in the cracks. This is followed by crews applying a hot sealant into the cracks and spraying a
solution onto the sealant and applying bio-degradable paper to prevent the sealant from sticking to tires while it 
cools. The cost for this is 100% funded with Wheel Tax revenues. After bids are awarded for designated streets, a map 
will be posted on the City website with locations of crack filling this summer.

Public Works & Utilities

19



Register to vote
Update name or address
Check voting status and history
Request an absentee ballot
Find polling location
See what is on ballot
Hours for in-person absentee voting

Election News

2023 Elections
Partisan Primary – February 21, 2023
Spring Election – April 4, 2023

Check out MyVote Wisconsin, https://myvote.wi.gov

Assessment News

Annual Property Revaluation- Every year properties in the city are re-assessed to market value. An annual 
revaluation ensures all assessed values reflect current market values.

Assessed values will rise and fall to reflect the previous years market. The Assessor will use comparable sales 
from last year to best determine your new assessed value.

If there is a change in your property assessment; notice of the new value will be mailed out the middle of 
March with instructions on how the assessment process works and how to proceed. If you have questions 
on the value the Assessor placed on your property be sure to contact the Assessor’s office to discuss. Once 
the value is set, it cannot be changed.

You can contact the Assessor by telephone at 920-749-8098, or by email at info@accuratesassessor.com.
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 Road Reconstruction: W Conant Street (W. Prospect St. to Pierce St.) This project involves a full street 
reconstruction which includes storm sewer, sanitary sewer, water utility, sidewalk, curb & gutter replacement and 
an 8-foot-wide walking path along the Wisconsin River connecting the existing path on Summit Street to 
Pauquette Park. The design for this project began in 2021 and was originally scheduled for construction in the 
summer of 2022. However, the State Dept of Transportation (WisDOT) announced grant opportunities in January 
of 2021 that if awarded, would fund a large portion of the project costs. The City pursued this grant opportunity 
but was unfortunately not selected to receive funding. The project is now scheduled for summer of 2023. After 
bids are awarded a construction schedule will be determined. Abutting project owners will be special assessed at 
100% of sidewalk improvement costs.

Public Works & Utilities (cont.)

City Clerk

Notice to Destroy Weeds
 

The City requires that all noxious weeds be destroyed prior to the time in which such plants would mature 
to the bloom or flower state. The growth of noxious weeds in excess of eight inches in height from the 
ground surface shall be prohibited within the city corporate limits. Noxious weeds shall include any weed, 
grass or similar plant growth which, if allowed to pollinate, would cause or produce hay fever in human 
beings or would cause a skin rash through contact with the skin.
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Exciting Programs & Services at the Portage Public Library throughout 2023

Visit the Portage Public Library to check out our newest technology,
programs, service, and collection updates! We offer programs for
people of all ages, and have included information about some of 
our offerings below:

The Children's Department hosts several programs each month: 
there are story times, arts and crafts programs, bi-weekly block 
parties, homeschool programs, and Baby & Me sessions. 
The Summer Library Program kicks off in June with the theme
"All Together Now!” 

Teens in grades 6-12 are welcome to check out our teen programs
and updated teen space. We provide a variety of programs,
including arts and crafts, food tastings, drawing graphic novels
and Manga, and more. 

Popular Adult Programs include Chair Yoga, Meditation, Zumba, and Computer Basics – all of which are 
ongoing and offered throughout the year. We offer a large selection of programs for adults every month. 

We also offer Winter & Summer reading programs for all ages that include a variety of prizes. 

Library programs are always free and open to the community. A 
monthly calendar of events is available on our website and in the
 library.

In addition to our multigenerational programs, we have also made 
some exciting upgrades! We have added a new ScanEZ station to 
make copying, scanning, faxing, and restoring photos a smooth
and user-friendly one-stop process. 

Be sure to check out our newly rotated Adult Fiction and 
Nonfiction shelves! Our shelf rotation and new LED lighting allows
for brighter browsing in the stacks. When it comes to borrowing
our collection materials, be sure to download the LINKcat App.
LINKcat will allow you to place items on hold, renew materials,
and browse the library catalog all from the comfort of your home. 
Use your library card to sign up for the Libby App by Overdrive to
access thousands of e-books and audiobooks on your personal device!  Paying for too many streaming 
subscriptions?  Save some money and check out your favorite shows at the library.  The Portage Public 
Library has TV series and popular movies on DVD and Blu-Ray.

Follow our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/PortageLibrary) and check 
out our website for up-to-date program announcements and information.

www.portagelibrary.us
608-742-4959
253 W Edgewater St

Portage Public Library

Children's Department Craft Program
 
 
 

Adult Services Book Tasting Program
 
 



Resident Information
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View & Pay Your Portage Utility Bill Online Now!

Register with Payment Service Network to view your bill, make an 
immediate payment, schedule a payment or set up your own auto pay.

https://www.paymentservicenetwork.com/login

If you have any questions or need assistance, please call our online utility payment and billing provider, 
Payment Service Network (PSN), toll-free at 877-885-7968. They can help you get  started.

Bi-weekly curbside collection is 
provided to all residential properties 
consisting of four (4) or fewer dwelling units

-Collection of recyclables is still being 
provided every other week; however the 
days for collection will coincide with the day 
your garbage is normally collected.

-Anytime your normal garbage day is 
shaded on the above calendar, recyclables 
will also be collected that same day

-2023 Holiday date changes: 5/29 garbage & 
recycle will be picked up on 5/30, 7/4 
garbage will be picked up on 7/5, 9/4 
garbage and recycle will be picked up on 
9/5, 11/23 garbage will be picked up on 11/24, 
12/25 garbage and recycling will be picked 
up on 12/26

-If your garbage or recyclables were missed 
being picked up, call Columbia County Solid 
Waste at 608-742-6651 

2nd Half Payments for 2022 Property Taxes – Due by July 31, 2023

Paid to:
Columbia County Treasurer
112 E. Edgewater Street
Portage, WI 53901
Treasurer@co.columbia.wi.us
(608)-742-9613

Electronic payments and tax bill information can be found at www.co.columbia.wi.us 
For assistance contact the Columbia County Treasurer 



Alderpersons
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Mayor:
Mitch Craig (2025) 
608-697-7065 
Mitchel.craig@portagewi.gov 

District 1:
Allan Radant (2023) 
1013 Thompson St. 
608-566-5424 
allan.radant@portagewi.gov 

District 2:
Susan Bauer Frye (2025) 
202 Winnebago Ave. 
608-742-3307 
Susan.bauerfrye@portagewi.gov
 
District 3:
Dennis Nachreiner (2024) 
2628 Pine Ridge Court,
608-742-2045 
dennis.nachreiner@portagewi.gov
 
District 4:
Steven Rohrbeck (2024) 
621 W Edgewater St.
608-742-5478
steven.rohrbeck@portagewi.gov 

District 5:  
Karen Melito (2025) 
307 E. Howard St.
608-742-1020
Karen.melito@portagewi.gov 

District 6:  
Eric Shimpach (2025) 
408 Sunset St.
608-742-0345
eric.shimpach@portagewi.gov 

District 7:  
Mike Charles (2023) 
214 W. Franklin St.
608-617-9511
mike.charles@portagewi.gov
 
District 8:  
Martin Havlovic (2024) 
2835 Northridge Dr., #4
608-617-3217
marty.havlovic@portagewi.gov 

District 9:  
Christopher Crawley (2023)
1123 W Wisconsin St.
608-333-3283
christopher.crawley@portagewi.gov



City of Portage
Municipal Building

115 W. Pleasant Street
Main Phone:
608-742-2176
Office Hours:

Monday - Friday
8:00 am - 4:30 pm

 
www.portagewi.gov

Local
Postal Customer

 

Administrator
115 W. Pleasant Street, 
608-742-2176, Ext 108

 
Assessor (Accurate 

Appraisal) 
920-749-8098

info@accurateassessor.com
 

City Clerk 
115 W. Pleasant Street, 
608-742-2176, Ext 103

 

Fire Department 
119 W. Pleasant Street, 

608-742-2172 (non-emergency)
 

Library 
253 W. Edgewater Street, 

608-742-4959
www.portagelibrary.us

 
Municipal Court 

115 W. Pleasant Street, 
608-742-2258 Ext 101

dawn.wilcox@portagewi.gov
 

Parks & Recreation Office 
701 W. Slifer St.
608-742-2178

toby.monogue@portagewi.gov
 

Police Department 
117 W. Pleasant Street, 

608-742-2174 (non-emergency)
 

Treasurer/Finance Director 
115 W. Pleasant Street, 
608-742-2176, Ext 102

jennifer.becker@portagewi.gov

Utilities Office 
135 Northridge Drive, 

608-742-4727 
 

Water Payments 
Portage Utilities

P.O. Box 214
Portage, WI 53901

 
Engineer/Public Works
115 W. Pleasant Street, 
608-742-2176, Ext 104

philip.livingston@portagewi.gov
 

Business 
Development/Planning

1800 Kutzke Road, Suite 109 
608-617-7121

steven.sobiek@portagewi.gov
 

Snow Emergency Line
608-810-4200

(voicemails are not monitored 
on this phone number)

 
Sewer Back-Up (After Hours)

608-742-2171
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